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Accounts of Those Who Met with Leonora Piper 


The case of Leonora Piper is one of the most astonishing cases 
in the annals of psychic phenomena. Witnesses who met with 
her repeatedly claimed that she seemed to have knowledge that 
could not have been acquired through any well-understood 
means. For many years Piper would fall into a trance, and then 
begin speaking in a different-sounding voice, often a voice of 
someone identifying himself as someone other than Piper. Such 
a mysterious "control" would often seem to know things that 
Leonora Piper could not possibly have known. In later years 
under such trances Piper would produce writings called 
automatic writings. 


Leonora Piper 


The first mention of this case in the literature of parapsychology 
comes in pages 436 to 650 in Volume 6 of the Proceedings of 
the Society for Psychical Research. The account is mainly 
written by Richard Hodgson, who investigated Piper for years. 
On page 438 we read this: "Mr. Hodgson has been in the habit 
of bringing acquaintances of his own to Mrs. Piper, without 
giving their names; and many of these have heard from the 
trance-utterance facts about their dead relations, etc., which 
they feel sure that Mrs. Piper could not have known." On page 
440 we read this introductory remark by Frederic Myers: 


"On the whole, I believe that all observers, both in America 
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and in England, who have seen enough of Mrs. Piper in both 
states to be able to form a judgment, will agree in affirming (1) 
that many of the facts given could not have been learnt even by 
a skilled detective ; (2) that to learn others of them, although 
possible, would have needed an expenditure of money as well 
as of time which it seems impossible to suppose that Mrs. Piper 
could have met ; and (3) that her conduct has never given any 
ground whatever for supposing her capable of fraud or 
trickery. Few persons have been so long and so 

carefully observed ; and she has left on all observers the 
impression of thorough uprightness, candour, and honesty." 


On page 443 we have this statement by Professor Oliver Lodge: 


"By introducing anonymous strangers, and by catechising her 
myself in various ways, I have satisfied myself that much of 
the information she possesses in the trance state is not 
acquired by ordinary commonplace methods, but that she has 
some unusual means of acquiring information. The facts on 
which she discourses are usually within the knowledge of some 
person present, though they are often entirely out of his 
conscious thought at the time. Occasionally facts have 

been narrated which have only been verified afterwards, and 
which are in good faith asserted never to have been known ; 
meaning thereby that they have left no trace on the conscious 
memory of any person present or in the neighbourhood, and 
that it is highly improbable that they 

were ever known to such persons. She is also in the trance state 
able to diagnose diseases and to specify the owners or late 
owners of portable property, under circumstances which 
preclude the application of ordinary methods....Concerning the 
particular means by which she acquires the different kinds of 
information, there is no sufficient evidence to make it safe 

to draw any conclusion. I can only say with certainty that it is 
by none of the ordinary methods known to Physical Science." 


On page 449 Hodgson refers to medical statements often issued 
by Leonora Piper in a trance state. He states, "The medical 
statements, coinciding as they do with truth just as well as those 
of a regular physician, but given without any ordinary 
examination and sometimes without even seeing the patient, 
must be held as part of the evidence establishing a strong prima 
facie case for the existence of some abnormal means of 
acquiring information.” 


Beginning on page 465 we have long, detailed records of the 
statements Leonora Piper made in a trance state, while 
interacting with various people. Since Hodgson frequently 
wrote down everything said, these pages read like a tape- 
recorded transcript. 


There is a way in which the pages that follow debunk the 
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explanation given by skeptics that mediums such as Piper got 
information through a technique of "cold reading." Whenever 
such a "cold reading" technique is used, there is always a very 
high percentage of questions spoken by the person trying to be a 
medium, and very few specific factual assertions made by such a 
person. If I used "cold reading" to try to persuade you of some 
medium ability on my part, a large fraction of my statements 
would be questions; and rather than making very specific 
factual assertions (such as "your mother is named Joan"), I 
would mainly use vague assertions that might apply to large 
fractions of people -- such as saying something like "you hope to 
be rich one day" or "you worry about the health of an old 
parent.” But in the conversations recorded by Hodgson, the 
number of specific detailed factual statements made by Piper is 
many times greater than the number of questions asked. 


On page 486 we have some comments by a G.H.R. who sat with 
Leonora Piper: 


"The knowledge connnunicated by medium appeared to me to 
extend beyond the possibility of chance coincidence. The names 
of all my four brothers were given correctly, and also death of 
my mother, eldest brother, and (vaguely) death of infant 
sister....Compared with the correct statements, the 
inaccuracies were slight." 


On page 1 of Volume 8 of the Proceedings of the Society for 
Psychical Research, we have the beginning of a long account by 
Richard Hodgson, an investigative inquiry by him regarding 
Leonora Piper. You can read from that link to read introductory 
information about such an investigation. 


Richard Hodgson 


On page 59 we have the beginning of a long appendix entitled 
"Detailed Reports of Sittings." I will quote some passages from 
this appendix, which is the real meat of the evidence Hodgson 
presents. When the text refers to "Phinuit,” it is actually 
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referring to words spoken by Leonora Piper in a trance state, 
while allegedly under the "spirit control" of another individual 
named Phinuit. 


On page 60 Hodgson narrates the following: 


"Phinuit mentioned the name 'Fred.'I said that it might be my 
cousin. 'He says you went to school together. He goes on 
jumping-frogs, and laughs. He says he used to get the better of 
you. He had convvulsive movements before his death, 
struggles. He went off in a sort of spasm. You were not there.' 
[My cousin Fred far excelled any other person that I have seen 
in the games of leap-frog, fly the garter, &c. He took very long 
flying jumps, and whenever he played, the game was lined by 
crowds of school-mates to watch him. He injured his spine in a 
gymnasium in Melbourne, Australia, in 1871, and was carried 
to the hospital, where he lingered for a fortnight, with 
occasional spasmodic convulsions, in one of 

which he died. ]" 


On page 64 Hodgson gets some information purportedly 
coming from this Fred, including a reference to a Harris that 
they knew at school, whose father was Hodgson's mother's 
brother. This information was correct. On the same page 
Hodgson gets some very specific information regarding some 
female named Q. that he interacted with, information that only 
the two of them should have known. On page 65 Hodgson is 
told that he lost his keys in the mountains, which was correct. 


On page 96, an A. Y. from Boston narrates his sitting with 
Leonora Piper: 


"At the first interview several remarkable phenomena 
occurred. Although I was introduced by another name, my 
true name was early given and some incidents of my life 
stated, which by no conceivable way could have been known to 
the medium, even if she had known who I was. The persons 
seeking communication with me were described by name 

and by person, with much particularity, and the inquiries 
made were such as they would have made if in conscious 
comniunicaticm with me. I was told that I was about to make a 
journey to a distant part of the country, which I had no 
intention to make, and which, indeed, had never been in 

my mind, but which soon afterwards it became necessary for 
me to make, and I did make it. One thing prominent at this 
interview and very unusual, so far as I know, was the 
concurrent descriptions of persons in life and in the other 
world and their relations with each other. For example : It 
was said to me that there was an elderly gentleman in the 
spirit-world, who was very desirous of speaking with me, and 
a full description of his person, and of his occupation, while in 
this life, was given, also a like description of an elderly lady, as 
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to her person, and what she was at that moment doing. After a 
moment it was said that the lady is in the flesh, and that the 
gentleman was her husband, and in the spirit-world, and that 
he wshed me to give his love to lier. A moment later I was told 
that Iam his son-in-law, which is correct, as all of the other 
circumstances were." 


On page 97a Mr. E. D. C. of Boston states the following: 


"The communication I had through Mrs. Piper was of such a 
nature that I should hardly like to put it on paper. I will say, 
however, that I went there totally unknown to her, and the 
names she called and the facts she spoke of, known only to 
myself and those who are no longer here, astonished me 
beyond measure, for I had never before visited a medium or 
seen anything of the kind." 


On page 100, an M. J. Savage sitting with Mrs. Piper is told that 
there are spirits present, and that one is his father, and that his 

father calls him Judson. Savage confirms that this is his middle 

name, and that in his family only his father called him by such a 
name. Savage states this: 


"During this same sitting Mrs. Piper's control also said, 'Here 
is somebody who says his name is John. He was your brother. 
No, not your brother ; your half-brother. 'Then, pressing her 
hand on the base of her brain, she moaned, as she swayed to 
and fro. Then she continued, 'He says it was so hard to die 
away off there all alone! How he did want to see mother!' She 
went on to explain that he died from a fall, striking the back of 
liis head. Her whole account of this was realistic in the 
extreme. My half-brother John, the son of my mother — for 
both father and mother had been twice married — died several 
years previous to this sitting. While building a mill in Michigan 
he fell, striking the back of his head on a 

piece of timber. He was far from all friends ; and was a most 
tender lover of his mother. I was not thinking of him until told 
that he was present. Many other things occurred during the 
sitting. But I mention only these, because, though simple, they 
are clear-cut and striking, and because I see no way by which 
Mrs. Piper could ever have known them." 


On page 124 a Lillian Whiting states the following: 


"As a test I asked her to describe my rooms at the Brunswick. 
This was done in several particulars. One thing described was 
a photograph of the novelist, Edgar Fawcett. 'What does that 
man do?" I inquired. 'He writes books,' was the reply. In my 
room are several pictures of Miss Kate Field. This was noted by 
the medium as 'so many pictures of one lady —oh, a great 
many !' 'Tell me about that lady," I said. ‘She appears before 
the public in some way. Yes, I see ! she lectures. She has a very 
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strong intellect—a brilliant mind. One of these pictures I do not 
like. It is not good of her. You should put it away. Turn the 
back to the wall.' [This is true ; the largest picture I have of 
Miss Field being one that does her injustice.] The prophecy was 
made that I should go abroad within a year to remain 
indefinitely, and that hereafter my life would be spent mainly 
in England. The place was described ; a country estate, north 
of London. We can see whether this will be verified. At this time 
nothing could seem more improbable and all but impossible to 
me. This I said to the medium, stating that I had not money 
enough to dream of doing such a thing, but she replied that it 
would come. My writing methods and many personal details 
were correctly given." 


On page 125 a Doctor C. L. states the following: 


"I saw Mrs. Piper October 31st. She did not know me before. 
She reminded me of an accident by which I, as a seven-year- 
old boy, was very nearly drowned. It is very seldom that my 
thoughts occupy themselves, with the incident. I did not at the 
time fully realise the danger. The trance person and I spoke 
French two or three times during the sitting. He did not seem 
to be desirous of talking it a long time. He would very soon 
translate my answer into English, and then go on in English. 
Asked if he could tell me which gentlemen I had dined with the 
previous day, he described both of them in a surprisingly 
accurate way, their appearance as well as their character. He 
told me how many we were at home, described my sister, and 
gave even her name, Marie. She is in Norway. He saw me 
surrounded by books and papers. He told me that my stomach 
and nervous system had been broken down, and described my 
illness at the time very well." 


On page 127 an artist describes his setting with Leonora Piper: 


"My profession (painting) was described, and my particular 
talents and mannerisms in design were mentioned...At this 
interview my mother was clearly described ! She was ‘beside 
me, dressed as in her portrait (painted a year or two before 
her death), and wearing a certain cameo pin, the portrait of 
my father.' Two living aunts, who are very dear to me, my 
brother and his wife 'Nellie' weve well described, and in such a 
way as to have made it impossible for Mrs. Piper to have so 
minutely informed herself about them.... At this sitting the 
'Doctor' told me of my niece being frequently ‘in 

my surroundings,’ and that she was then at my side. Up to this 
time I had not heard my name mentioned so I asked of it from 
my niece. The 'Doctor' was again puzzled and said, "What a 
funny name — wait, I cannot go so fast !' Then my entire name 
was correctly spelled out but entirely with the French alphabet, 
each separate letter being clearly pronounced in that 
language. My niece had heen born, lived most of her short life, 
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and died in France....On placing in Mrs. Piper's hands the 
marriage register of my grandfather, she gave a veiy minute 
description of it, although she could not possibly have seen it or 
its contents." 


On page 285 of Volume 13 of the Proceedings of the Society for 
Psychical Research, we have this statement by Richard 
Hodgson: 


"T had several sittings myself with Mrs. Piper, at which much 
intimate knowledge, some of it very personal, was shown of 
deceased friends or relatives of mine ; and I made 
appointments for sittings for at least fifty persons whom I 
believed to be strangers to Mrs. Piper, taking the utmost 
precautions to prevent her obtaining any information 
beforehand as to who the sitters were to be. The general 
result was the same as in my own case. Most of these persons 
were told facts through the trance-utterance which they felt 
sure could not have become known to Mrs. Piper by ordinary 
means. For several weeks, moreover, at the suggestion of one 
of our members, detectives were employed for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether there were any indications that Mrs. 
Piper or her husband, or other persons connected with her, 
tried to ascertain facts about possible sitters by the help of 
confederates, or other ordinary methods of inquiry ; but not 
the smallest indication whatever of any such procedure was 
discovered. My own conclusion was that — after allowing the 
widest possible margin for information obtainable under the 
circumstances by ordinary means, for chance coincidence and 
remarkable guessing, aided by clues given consciously .and 
unconsciously by the sitters, and helped out by supposed 
hyperfesthesia on the part of Mrs. Piper, — there remained a 
large residuum of knowledge displayed in her trance state, 
which could not be accounted for except on the hypothesis that 
she had some supernormal power; and this conviction has 
been strengthened by my later investigations." 


In the paper in Volume 13, we read that Leonora Piper started 
practicing automatic writing, in which someone in a trance-like 
state holds a pen, and produces writing that may seem to come 
from some other person, perhaps a person who had died. We 
learn that not long after a George Pelham known by Richard 
Hodgson died, Piper's trance writings claimed to be coming 
from George Pelham. 


Hodgson then starting bringing to Leonora Piper people who 
George Pelham had known, who did not identify themsleves, 
mixed with other people who George Pelham had not known. 
He found that in the trance writings, the people who Pulman 
had known were correctly identified. Hodgson states this on 
page 328 of Volume 13 of the Proceedings of the Society for 
Psychical Research: "There are thirty cases of true recognition 
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out of at least one hundred and fifty persons who have had 
sittings with Mrs. Piper since the first appearance of G. P., and 
no case of false recognition.” On page 330 Hodgson states, "I 
may say generally that out of a large number of sitters who went 
as strangers to Mrs. Piper, the communicating G. P. has picked 
out the friends of G. P. living, precisely as the G. P. living might 
have been expected to do, and has exhibited memories in 
connection with these and other friends which arc such as 
would naturally be associated as part of the G. P. personality." 


Several books on the topic can be read online by going to 
www.archive.org and typing "Leonora Piper" in the search box 
(which yields this set of books). One of these books is the 1922 
book “Past and Present with Mrs. Piper” by Anne Manning 
Robbins, a friend of Leonora Piper. On page 49 of the book we 
start to read an interesting sketch of life after death, told in 
trance on May 24, 1904 by Leonora Piper through automatic 
writing (which the book states was used almost exclusively by 
Piper between 1903 and 1908, rather than verbal trance 
speaking). The source dictated as if it were some deceased 
spirit. 


Asked about the transition to life after death, the source 
stated this: 


"You know the actual passing out of the body, there is a little 
feeling of, sort of depression, as it were, and then when 

I passed out, just as I passed out, I began to feel uplifted. I felt 
as though the air was filled with perfume, and I was [soaring], 
rising, rising, rising above my body until I passed behind 
simply a veil. It is thin. It blinds your vision. It obstructs the 
vision for a moment from the earthly world. Then after we 
have passed beyond it, why the music, the flowers, the trees, 
the birds, the lakes, the rivers, the hills, the gardens, the walks, 
are perfectly magnificent, perfectly magnificent, and nothing 
in the earthly world hardly can even correspond to them." 


The source later describes seeing those he or she recognized, 
but being unable to speak their names, until he or she 
apparently discovered telepathic communication was possible: 


"And the feeling of ecstasy is beyond description, and no spirit 
that ever returned to earth could begin to describe it for the 
understanding of the mortal mind. And then I was surrounded 
by friends, by acquaintances, by old war veterans, by my 
intimate friends whom I know, members of my family and all, 
surrounded by them, welcoming me. Why, I felt as though I 
should be enveloped by them, the delight was so great, 

but when I tried to call them by name I was at a loss to do so. 
They had to tell me who they were. I knew their faces, not one 
failed to me. I knew them and understood them well. I 

saw them and recognized them, but to call them by name, 
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believe me, I could not. And when I tried to speak I found 
instead of it being an effort and difficult for me to speak, I 
found that my thoughts were understood, actually understood, 
and their thoughts were returned to me. There was a perfect 
communion between us." 


The source then describes a pleasant welcome: 


"And then I was taken — would you believe it if I should tell 
you? I was taken to an actual mansion. It would be what you 
would call a palace. There is a garden, walks about it. It is 
divided into rooms, actual compartments. I was taken to that 
and [they] said: 'Here is your home; occupy it, live in it; 

have what friends you choose with you, what relatives you 
choose with you, and as those whom you have left behind 
follow you, you may welcome them to this home as you may 
see fit...I went in and looked about me. I said: 'Where does this 
music come from?' I walked through a corridor and turned 
into a room at the right and actually walked without fatigue, 
without effort; I simply glided in. I saw beautiful pictures upon 
the walls, I saw beautiful flowers that we called in the 

body palms, growing about me. I heard this beautiful music. I 
stepped along to a window and looked out, and under the 
window there were fifty young, beautiful faces, all playing, — 
an orchestra. That was my welcome, that was my serenade, as 
it were. And they said: 'This is heaven, this is the spiritual 
world. We greet you.' I went to the window and as I looked out 
upon the orchestra they each one bowed and waved their 
hands, and yet the music continued. They were playing upon 
instruments, actual instruments, all in harmony, and I never 
heard anything like it in the earthly world. The music was 
divine." 


The source then describes a very pleasant situation in which 
wishes can be quickly translated into reality: 


"IT said: 'Now I would like to see if it is possible, I would like to 
see flowers about me.' I went to the window, and would you 
believe, the flowers appeared to me in masses, en masse, I 
might say, and I never saw such flowers. There were lilies, 
roses, violets, geraniums, carnations, azaleas, hyacinths, 
tulips, poppies, of every conceivable description, not all 
intermingled, but each one in its own place. What could you 
find, what could one wish for better than that? I said: 'Now if it 
is wise and right that I should seek it, I would like to hear 
something that sounds like the voice of a bird.'...In a moment 
the air was filled with the music of the different birds. Well, 
you have no conception of what that melody was like. I saw the 
birds. The birds were just as distinct, much more so than your 
own. The flowers are real, and as I go back to the mortal life 
and see the crudeness of it and see how I lived, the active 
energy and the active life that I then led, the energy which I put 
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into that life, I wonder that I ever existed in it at all. Now you 
are not living in the real life. You are living in a dream, as it 
were. When you awaken from the dream you will live, in 

the eternal life." 


Posted by Mark Mahin at 6:55,AM M Q| 
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Uncanny Skills of the Trance Seers 


In previous posts here and here I have discussed evidence that 
there can exist extremely powerful clairvoyance that may arise 
when someone is in a trance or put in a hypnotic state. Let us 
look at some additional evidence for such a thing. 


On page 32 of the 1852 book Natural and Mesmeric 
Clairvoyance by James Esdaile we have an example of a skill 
that is reported by many other sources in the two posts I just 
mentioned: an ability to read while blindfolded. We read the 
following: 


“On the 20th November the reporter took a black silk 
handkerchief, placed between the folds two pieces of cotton 
wadding, and applied it in such a way that the cotton came 
directly over the eyes and completely filled the cavity on each 
side of the nose : various names were then written on cards, 
both of persons with whom she was acquainted, and of those 
who were unknown to her, which she read as soon as they 
were presented to her.” 


On page 34 of the same book, we have an account by a man who 


suddenly got a mental vision regarding a stranger he had 
encountered. We read the following: 


“This man's former life was at that moment presented to my 


mind. I turned to him, and asked whether he would answer me 
candidly if I related to him some of the most secret passages of 


his life, I knowing as little of him personally as he did of me 

? He promised, if I were correct in my information, to admit it 
frankly. I then related what my vision had shown me, and the 
whole company were made acquainted with the private 
history of the young merchant : his school-years, his youthful 
errors, and lastly, with a fault committed in reference to the 
strong box of his principal. I described to him the uninhabited 
room with whitened walls, where to the right of the brown 
door, on a table, stood a black money box, &c. A dead silence 
prevailed during the whole narration, which I alone 
occasionally interrupted by inquiring whether I spoke the 


truth. The startled young man confirmed every particular, and 


even, what I had scarcely expected, the last mentioned.” 
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On page 76 we read of a test done by a Dr. Chalmers of a lad in 
Calcutta said to be a clairvoyant. A bank note note was put 
between two candles in a bathroom. The boy was put into a 
hypnotic trance, which is referred to in the text as a 
"somnambulistic state." Asked to describe the bathroom he 
could not see, the boy stated that he could see the two candles 
and some paper between them. When asked what type of paper 
it was, the boy correctly identified the value (25 rupees) and 
four numbers on the note. When the note was replaced with a 
10-rupee note, the lad also noted that the note now said “10.” 
When a gold watch was placed on the note, the boy also 
reported seeing such a watch. 


On pages 84-86 we read of a Lord Ducie who tested a young 
woman said to have clairvoyant powers. The following 
happened after the woman was put in a hypnotic trance by a 
surgeon: 


"He (Lord Ducie) had before seen something of Mesmerism, 
and he sat by her, took her hand, and asked her if she felt able 
to travel. She replied : ' Yes ;'and he asked her if she had ever 
been in Gloucestershire, to which she answered that she had 
not, but should like very much to go there, as she had not been 
in the country for six years ; she was a girl of about seventeen 
years old. He told her that she should go with him, for he 
wanted her to see his farm. They travelled (mentally) by the 
railroad very comfortably together, and then (in 
imagination) got into a fly and proceeded to his house. He 
asked her what she saw ; and she replied : 'I see an iron gate 
and a curious old house.' He asked her : 'How do you get to it 
?' She replied : ' By this gravel walk;' which was quite correct. 
He asked her how they went into it, and she replied : 'I see a 
porch, a curious old porch.' It was probably known to many 
that his house, which was a curious old Elizabethan building, 
was entered by a porch as she had described. He asked 

her what she saw on the porch, and she replied, truly, that it 
was covered with flowers. He then said : 'Now we will turn in 
at our right hand ; what do you see in that room?' She 
answered with great accuracy : 'I see a bookcase and a 
picture on each side of it.' He told her to turn her back to the 
bookcase, and say what she saw on the other side ; and she 
said : 'I see something shining like that which soldiers wear.' 
She also described some old muskets and warlike implements 
which were hanging up in the hall ; and upon his asking 

her how they were fastened up (meaning by what means they 
were secured), she mistook his question, but replied : 'The 
muskets are fastened up in threes,' which was the case. He then 
asked of what substance the floors were built ; and she said : ' 
Of black and white squares ;' which was correct. He then took 
her to another apartment, and she very minutely described the 
ascent to it as being by four steps. He (Lord Ducie) told her to 
enter by the right door, and say what she saw there. She said : 
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' There is a painting on each side of the fire-place.' Upon his 
asking her if she saw anything particular in the fire-place, she 
replied : ' Yes, it is carved up to the ceiling ;' which was quite 
correct, for it was a curious old Elizabethan fireplace. There 
was at Tortworth Court a singular old chestnut-tree, and he 
told her that he wished her to see a favourite tree, and asked 
her to accompany him. He tried to deceive her by saying : ' Let 
us walk close up to it ;' but she replied : 'We cannot, for there 
are railings round it.' He said : ' Yes, wooden railings ;' to 
which she answered : ' No, they are of iron ;' which was the 
case. He asked : ' What tree is it ;'and she replied that she had 
been so little in the country that she could not tell ; but upon his 
asking her to describe the leaf, she said : ' It is a leaf as large as 
the geranium leaf, large, long, and jagged at the edges.' He 
(Lord Ducie) apprehended that no one could describe 

more accurately than that the leaf of the Spanish chestnut. He 
then told her he would take her to see his farm...She then went 
on and described everything on his farm with the same 
surprising accuracy ; and upon his subsequently inquiring, he 
found that she was only in error in one trifling matter, 

for which error any one who had ever travelled 

(mentally) with a clairvoyant could easily account, without 
conceiving any breach of the truth." 


On pages 87-88 of the same book, we have an account of a man 
who began spontaneously to become clairvoyant after five or six 
weeks of hypnotic treatment (also called Mesmeric treatment). 
On page 88 we read this: 


"IT have put on a shooting-jacket, in which were eight or ten 
pockets ; I have put various articles into each pocket, of a 
description very unlikely to be mixed together ; and then, with 
all the pockets closed, and the jacket buttoned up to my throat, 
I would proceed to the dark room where Homer was, and, I 
standing a couple of yards before him, he would tell me truly 
the several articles in the several pockets, describing 

the situation of each pocket, and naming each article within it." 
I have previously quoted many accounts describing clairvoyance 
under hypnotism involving Alexis Didier. There are many 
similar accounts involving his brother, Adolphe Didier. You can 
read some of them in Adolphe Didier's book Animal Magnetism 
and Somnambulism. On page 209 Adolphe quotes a witness of 
his skills: 


"I proceeded to mesmerise him... Lord ---- directly reached 
(quite at random) a book from a shelf, and, holding it behind 
him, asked, 'What book have I now in my hand ?' Adolphe 
Didier in a few seconds replied, ' Voyage en Suisse.’ 

The inquirer immediately held up the book, that we might 
perceive that Didier had correctly read the gilt lettering on its 
back. Placing the book behind him again, and without opening 
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it, he requested that Adolphe would read the first four lines on 
page 27. Adolphe immediately repeated several sentences 

in French. On opening the book and turning to page 27, we 
found that Adolphe had correctly read four lines from the 
twenty-seventh page of a closed book, held behind his querist, 
entirely out of all possible range of natural vision." 


The witness then describes on page 211 a remarkable success by 
Adolphe Didier, in which he is able to tell lots of relevant 
information after being given only the name of a lady: 


"As I happened, on perusing my note, to say that I must now 
go and mesmerise Adolphe Didier, the French clairvoyant, the 
lady remarked, 'I wish he could tell you about a ring which 
was stolen from me two years ago.'I rejoined that I would, if 
an opportunity occurred, ask him about it ; that I did not 
know anything of his method of perceiving, but that if 

she wrote her name on a piece of paper I would give it to him, 
and try if he could make out her wishes, or discover anything 
respecting the lost article. I now placed this piece of paper in 
his hand: He put it to his lips and on his forehead ; and, after a 
short interval of apparent reflection, he stated that it written 
by a lady, whom he described correctly ; and that she wanted 
to know about a lost ring. He then described the ring ; the 
apartment from which it was taken ; what articles were in the 
box where it had been previously deposited ; who had taken it, 
and where it was pawned ; adding, that it would not 

be recovered unless the pawnbroker would admit 

having received it, and declare where he had disposed of it. His 
description of the lady, of the apartment, of the box, and the 
various articles contained therein, one article being very 
curious and having therefore puzzled him much, were all 
perfectly correct : the person who he stated had taken it is 
deceased. There was some difficulty in ascertaining the 
pawnbroker indicated by him. The party who was presumed to 
be meant denied ever having taken in pledge any ring of so 
great a value, and thus verification of the latter part of his 
statement was not possible. This was not cerebral sympathy 
or thought-reading. The particulars were totally unknown to 
any one present, and the event to which they referred had 
taken place two years previously. It is somewhat curious and 
corroboratory, that on Alexis Didier being asked in Paris, and 
Ellen Dawson subsequently in London, also respecting 

the ring, they each described the same person as having stolen 
it. For these three clairvoyants each to have described the same 
person and circumstances without a possibility of any of them 
knowing what the others had said, is a fact somewhat too 
remarkable to be accounted for on the ground of 
extraordinary coincidence,’ or ‘fortunate guess-work.' " 


On page 240 Aldophe quotes a newspaper account regarding 
him, in which he is referred to as "the somnambulist" (a term 


¢ The Gigantic Missing Link of 
Biological Life 

e Cosmic Fine-Tuning 
Visualized 


e If Mankind Were To Perish, 
What Would Be Its Epitaph? 


¢ Why Machines Will Not Soon 
Be as Intelligent as Men 


e Cloud Computing and the 
Concept of Non-local 
Consciousness 


¢ There Is No Plausible 
Explanation For How Brains 
Can Store Very Long-Term 
Memory 


¢ The Top 6 Problems With 
Using a Multiverse to 
Explain Cosmic Fitness 


e “Vacuum Catastrophe” 
Should Be Called the 
Vacuum Miracle 


e Why the Origin of Humans Is 
an Unsolved Mystery 
External Sites 


¢ Top 20 Cosmology Blogs 


Featured Post 


The Election 
Tamperers: A Science 
Fiction Story 


Susan Tyler never thought she 
would see her young brother 
George again when she said a 
tearful goodbye to him on the 
day before the interst... 


Sharing Content 


Content on this blog may be 
shared on other web sites or in 
publications under this Creative 
Commons Attribution No- 
Derivatives license, requiring 
attribution (including a link to this 
web site) and prohibiting 
derivatives: Link 


Labels 


e 3D printing (4) 
e abundance (1) 


e acupuncture (1) 


which then meant someone showing activity while hypnotized): 


"A short repose being granted, a journalist who had no faith in 
clairvoyance, being put en rapport, requested the 
somnambulist to describe to him his apartment. 'Travel there 
mentally yourself,' said the somnambulist, ‘and I shall follow 
you.' 'Well, Iam doing so,' said the journalist. 'Your 
apartment,' observed then the somnambulist, ‘is on the third 
floor. Yes, it is on the third floor, and Iam now in your room. 
Everything in it appears in disorder. There is a table by the 
side of the window with many papers upon it ; but I can 

see nothing striking in your apartment ; in short, there is 
scarcely anything in it.' 'That is very true,' admitted the 
journalist ; 'but now I am thinking of something. Can you see 
what it is?’ 'You are thinking of a portrait which hangs over 
the mantelpiece; it is a daguerrotype; it is even your own 
likeness.’ ‘Still very true,' again admitted the 

journalist. Another gentleman tried the same experiment, and 
the very objects he only thought of were named 

to him, which further proved the extraordinary lucidity of the 
somnambulist." 


On page 270 Adolphe quotes this account from the Cardiff 
Journal, using the term "somnambulic state" to mean a 
hypnotized state: 


"In order to satisfy the doubt of some gentlemen, it was 
arranged that a billiard match should be played by 

Adolphe when blindfolded, in the somnambulic state. This took 
place immediately after the public seance, on Monday evening 
; when, his eyes having been bandaged with three 
handkerchiefs, under which were two large pieces of cotton- 
wool, and all possibility of seeing in the ordinary way quite 
done away with, Adolphe took the cue, and played his game as 
well as many could have done in their natural state with, open 
eves. He described the position and colour of the balls, and 
made his remarks on the strokes, showing that he was 
perfectly clairvoyant. As he expressed himself as being much 
fatigued, the game was brought to an [early conclusion ; most 
sceptics being convinced of the astounding fact, that in 

a peculiar state of the human brain, preception can and does 
take place without the use of the ordinary means of vision." 


On page 289 Adolphe quotes another press account of one of his 
innumerable public exhibitions, one in which plaster was 
affixed over his eyes: 


"These gentlemen no longer considered the balls of carded 
cotton as sufficient, for they literally closed up M. Didier's eyes 
with two real plasters, which they first took care to scrutinize. 
But all this could not hinder the somnambulist from playing 
with extraordinary celerity, and remarkable certainty, several 
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games of cards, dominoes, and draughts, nor from reading 
at the instant whatever was presented to him." 


On page 307 Adolphe quotes another of a great number of 
favorable press accounts of his public exhibitions: 


"A gentleman handed to the clairvoyant a gold watch, 
requesting him to read what was written inside. M. Didier 
answered as quickly as the question was put to him, 

Venitia. The watch was then opened and this word was, in fact, 
found inside." 


On page 127 of his 1869 book "Artificial Somnambulism, 
Hitherto Called Mesmerism, or Animal Magnetism" William 
Baker Fahnestock MD states that he "very much doubted" ESP 
under hypnosis, but was forced to believe in it because he 
"proved more than a thousand times" that it occurs. On page 
132 he states this about hypnotized persons: 


"It is astonishing with what facility some subjects follow, or 
read the minds even of strangers who may desire to take them 
to places where they have never been ; and when there with 
what accuracy they describe places, persons, or things existing 
or passing at the time." 


On the same page we read this: 


"Mr E was desired, at the request of a gentleman, to visit his 
home with him — which was distant about fifty miles — and 
when he had followed him by reading his mind, he described 
the peculiarities of the mill and the house attached to it, the 
number of rooms in the house, where entered, the furniture 
and relative position of the same, his wife, whom he described 
as being slim, tall, with very dark hair and dark complexion, 
dressed in a brown gown, having a child in her arms. Another 
child, of about four years old, was described as running about 
the room ; and an old gentleman, rather portly, bald, and 
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dressed in drab clothes, was seated upon a settee. All this the 
gentleman declared was correct, and could not have been 
better described by the subject if he had been there in body at 
the time ; and, as the gentleman had never seen the subject 
before, nor the subject either him or any of the family, he was 
convinced, though skeptical before, that he must have just seen 
what he described. The description of the above residence and 
family was so minute, so clear, and so unhesitatingly done, 
that if it, or a like description, had been given to the most 
skeptical, it must have convinced him that there was something 
more in their powers than ‘is dreamed of in the world's 
philosophy.'" 


In the following pages (133-135) the author gives equally 
impressive examples of clairvoyance under hypnotism. On page 
219 Dr. Fahnestock states this about hypnotized clairvoyants: 


"Darkness, matter, and space, seem to offer no ob- 

struction to their view, and I have had them, times 

without number, correctly to describe and name arti- 

cles held in the closed hands of others, of which I had 

no knowledge whatever. In the same manner they have 
described pictures, etc., held behind them, and named persons 
outside of the house, although their presence was not expected, 
and they arrived after the subject had been in this state for 
some hours. They have told the contents of closed boxes at a 
distance, which they never saw, and named the amount of 
money, and kind of coin in pocket-books and purses which 
were held in the hands of inveterate skeptics. They have found 
persons at a distant city, with whom they were acquainted, 
without ever having been there themselves, and told accurately 
— neither more nor less — what they had been doing at a 
certain time and place. They have described places and scenes 
at a distance, where they had never been, to the perfect 
satisfaction of hundreds of skeptics who, at different periods, 
requested them to go with them in thought." 


On page 221 and the next page we have specific examples of 
such clairvoyance. A female was asked what a Mr. K was doing 
in the next room, the door to which was closed. She answered, 
"He is standing in the center of the room, and is holding a chair 
above his head." When the room was inspected, Mr. K was 
found doing exactly that. The experiment was repeated, and 
the person correctly stated that the unseen Mr. K was holding a 
pillow upon his head. The experiment was repeated again, and 
the female correctly stated that Mr. K was lying down on the 
floor. We read the following about experiments with a Mr. S.: 


"On another occasion the same subject was requested by 
several other skeptics to tell what Mr. S. was doing in the next 
room. Answer. — 'He is standing up, and is holding the piano- 
stool upon his right shoulder.’ Her answer was correct ; and in 
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like manner she told that he was holding a note book upon his 
head; and again that he had thrown a shawl about his 
shoulders, and had placed a bonnet on his head. The same 
precautions were taken by the gentlemen to prevent deception 
that had been used on a former occasion. The door was 
guarded closely, and opened by themselves, and the positions 
which Mr. S. assumed were not premeditated by him, but 
assumed upon the instant after the door had been closed. 
Deception was therefore out of the question." 


In the next twenty pages the author then describes numerous 
other similar cases of clairvoyance under hypnotism. 


In his book on hypnotism Teste states the following on page 75, 
using the term "magnetizer" for a hypnotist and 
"somnambulist" for the hypnotized: 


"Vision through the closed eyelids and through opaque bodies 
is not only a real fact, but a very frequent fact. There is no 
magnetiser who has not observed it twenty times, and I know 
at the present day in Paris alone a very great number of 
somnambulists who might furnish proofs of it." 


There then follows in Teste's book many pages documenting 
such an ability in a Madame Hortense. In his book Animal 
Magnetism and Magnetic Lucid Somnambulism by Edwin Lee, 
we read the following on page 105 about a patient who would 
fall into hypnotic trances: "The patient would frequently 
announce the arrival of unexpected visitors, and describe their 
attire, and the objects which they held in their hands, while they 
were yet only approaching the house, and even perhaps a mile 
away from it." On page 110 of the same work we read the 
following (in which a hypnotized person is called a 
somnambulist): "Thus, a somnambulist, after accurately 
describing a distant friend of the questioner, can sometimes 
state what that friend is occupied about at the time, or, having 
described a distant residence by means of thought-reading, will 
also describe the persons there, in the drawing-room, or in 
some other part of the house or grounds, and state what they 
are doing ; and these statements are found by subsequent 
inquiry to be true.” The book gives innumerable accounts 
backing up such claims. 


On page 124 we read the following, referring to cotton wadding: 


"His eyes being padded over with wadding, and bandaged by 
any one of the audience, the exhibitor gropes his way down 
from the platform to distribute to any persons who choose to 
take them, tablets, and chalk or pencil, wherewith to write on 
them whatever they please—as a series of names of celebrated 
artists, authors, &c., the towns through which they would pass 
on making an imaginary journey, dates referring to 
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historical events, &c. He then tells the holder of each of 

the tablets what he has written and what it refers to..... A 
gentleman sitting not far from me had written down the 
names of a dozen literary and artistical celebrities, which, like 
the other trials, were correctly told." 


On pages 130-131 we read the following (using the word 
"somnambulist"” for someone hypnotized, and "magnetizer" for 
a hypnotist): 


"Dr. Macario, adverting to this part of the subject, 

observes : ' Of all the faculties of somnambulists, 

the transmission of the thoughts of the magnetiser is 

that which the least shakes our belief, and which 

consequently reckons the greatest number of believers. 

I have witnessed this phenomenon in company with 

several physicians of repute. This is what we saw : 

On the magnetiser simply willing it, a male somnambulist 
began to sing an air of an opera, or a romance which is 
mentally indicated to him by the magnetiser; and he ceased 
singing in the midst of a phrase or of a word, as soon as the 
magnetiser mentally ordered him to be silent. We took all 
imaginable precautions against being made the dupes of 
trickery. The somnambulist had a thick bandage over his eyes, 
which completely intercepted the transmission of luminous 
rays, and the magnetiser was placed at the distance of several 
yards behind him, no material means of communication 
existing between them. It was one or the other of 

us who intimated to the magnetiser, by means of a 

sign agreed upon beforehand, when to cause the somnambulist 
to sing, and when to stop.'” 


In this post and previous posts here and here I have discussed 
very abundant evidence (attested to by a very large number of 
witnesses) that there can exist extremely powerful clairvoyance 
and ESP that may arise when someone is put in a hypnotic 
state. The failure of living researchers to investigage this very 
promising lead is deplorable. 


Postscript: Francois Noizet wrote a 428-page work on this 
topic which I am unable to read because I can find only a 
French edition. But I have found a very notable quote from the 
book in the work Mental Suggestion by Julian Ochorowicz. 
Noizet states the following, using the term "magnetizer" for a 
hypnotist, and "somnambule" to mean the hypnotized person, 
and referring to a Duke de Montpensier who was the King's 
youngest son: 


"T reached my friend's place before the magnetizer and 

his somnambule, and the master of the house told us that 
among the extraordinary powers she was credited with was, 
that she could tell what a person with whom she was put in 
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rapport had been doing throughout the day. Now, on that very 
day it chanced that I had done something quite out of the 
common — I had gone to the Hotel des Invalides with the Duke 
de Montpensier, to show him the gallery of relief -plans of the 
fortifications. I proposed to test on myself the somnambule's 
power, and this proposition was accepted by my two friends. 
The somnambule having arrived...I forthwith put myself in 
rapport with her, and asked if she was able to see what I had 
been doing that day. After some details of little consequence, 
and obtained with difficulty, as to how I had passed the 
morning, I asked whither I had gone for breakfast. She 
answered, without much hesitation, 'To the Tuileries.’ That 
might mean a simple stroll thither, so I persisted and asked at 
what point I had entered. 'By the wicket on the quay hard by 
the Pont-Royal.' 'And then ?'' You went up into the chateau.'' 
By which steps, the middle ones ?'' No ; by those at the corner, 
near the wicket.' Here she lost herself among the different sets 
of steps — and well she might, for there are many of them. 
Finally she set me down in a large hall where some officers 
were. It was a reception hall on the ground floor. ' You waited,' 
said she to me. 'And then ?''A tall young man came and 
spoke to you.' 'Who was that young man?’ 'T do not know.' 'Try 
hard to find out.'' Oh, it is the King's son.' 'Which?' 'T do not 
know. ' (I tell her it was the Duke de Montpensier.) ' Afterward 
?'' You entered a coach.' 'Alone?'' No ; with the prince.' 'Where 
was I placed ?''In the rear, to the left of him.'' Were we two 
alone in the coach ?' ' No ; there was, further, in front, a stout 
gentleman ?''Who was that gentleman ?''I do not know.'' 
Try.' (After reflecting) ''Twas the King.'' How, ' said I, 'I on the 
rear seat and the King on the front ? You see that is not 
reasonable.''I can't say ; I do not know that gentleman.'' 
Well, it was the Prince's aide-de-camp.''I do not kriow him.'' 
Where did we go ? ''Along the riverside.'' And then ?'' You 
entered a large chateau.'' What chateau ? ''I do not know 

; there are trees before you come to it.' 'Take a good look ai: 

it, you must know it.'' No ; I don't know."...At last she said to 
me : ' There were long tables.'' And what was on the tables ?' 
Tt was not high nor was it entirely flat.' (I could not bring her 
to tell me that it was relief-plans — things that she, no doubt, 
had never seen.) 'What did we do then, at those tables ? ''You 
got ona bench, and with a long rod pointed out something ? ' 
(This remarkable specification was perfectly exact.) At last she 
had us in the coach again and away. I then said to her : ' But 
just look back ; you must recognize the place we are leaving."' 
Ah !''she said, as though astonished and confused, ' 'tis the 
H6tel des Invalides.’ She said, furthermore, that the 

Prince quitted me at the door, which was the fact. Though 
familiar with the phenomena of somnambulism, this scene 
nevertheless impressed me much, and I could not reasonably 
attribute to any cause save the faculty of reading my thoughts 
or of deciphering impressions still existing in my brain, the 
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When Rhine and Pearce Got “Smoking Gun” 
Evidence for ESP 


In the new book The Improbability Principle, mathematician David J. Hand 
spends a good deal of time attacking evidence for ESP (extra-sensory perception, 
commonly known as telepathy). His attack is something of a textbook example of 
the dubious rhetorical tricks and glaring omissions that a typical skeptic will use in 
addressing that topic. 


In Chapter 2 of the book Hand looks at the research done by Joseph Rhine at Duke 
University during the 1930's, research which seemed to provide very compelling 
evidence for ESP. Hand begins by making the totally unconvincing suggestion that 
there may have been something wrong with dice Rhine used for some of his 
experiments, that they might not have rolled as randomly as casino dice. If there 
had been such a problem (such as a dice that preferentially rolled the number 6), it 
would have been noticed by any competent researcher. Hand then makes the 
insinuation that Rhine may have erred by searching around for talented subjects, 
stopping testing with subjects who showed no evidence of ESP. This, Hand 
insinuates, may have been some “selection effect” which might have skewed 
Rhine's results. 


This criticism is invalid because it would only apply to tests involving a small 
number of trials, but all of Rhine's more convincing studies involved very large 
numbers of trials. Imagine J test 20 people for ESP, using only 20 attempts at 
guessing the symbol on a card that can have 5 possible values. If I throw out the 
19 worst performers, and publish only the results of the person who did best, then 
purely by chance I might get something a little above what we would expect by 
chance. Purely by random chance, the best performer might guess 10 out of 20 


+ 8}Of: 


Zener cards used in ESP testing 


cards correctly. 


But imagine if I use a very large number of trials, having each subject try guessing 
the symbols on 10000 cards. Then, according to a mathematical law very well 
known to Hand (the law of large numbers), it should make little difference if I 
select the best of 100 performers (assuming the non-existence of ESP), because all 
performers should get results close to what one would expect by chance. All of the 
performers should have close to 2000 correct guesses out of 10000. 


With a little programming, it is possible to simulate these type of trials, using 
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some software code that makes use of a random number generator. I did just that, 
simulating 500,000 participants who each tried guessing 10,300 cards that can 
have one of five symbols. The best out of the 500,000 simulated participants 
scored 2256 successes, which isn't very much better than the expected chance 
result of 2060 successes. 


What about Rhine's research — did he use a small number of trials, which might 
make Hand's “selection effect” criticism fair? No, he didn't. His most dramatic 
results involved very large number of trials, showing very dramatic deviations 
from chance far, far beyond anything that can be accounted for by imagining a 
selection effect. 


Some of Rhine's most dramatic results were produced using Hubert E. Pearce Jr. 
as a subject. The research is described in detail here. The link mentions 10,030 
trials in which Pearce scored 3746 successes (despite an expected chance result of 
only about 2060 successes). That is a result way, way better than the best result 
(2256 successes) that was achieved from my 500,000 computer-simulated 
guessers (each guessing 10,300 times). Such a result is very strong evidence for 
extra-sensory perception . 


Of course, back in the 1930's Rhine was doing his research before the Internet was 
invented, working with a small staff, so we cannot assume that he tried testing 
anything like 500,000 people before coming on a result such as Pearce (or even | 
percent of that number). And even if he had, the odds would have been incredibly 
low that any of them would have scored by chance with a result anywhere near as 
good as Pearce's result (as my computer simulation indicates). 


Hand mentions the case of Pearce, and he tries to leave the impression that 
Pearce's results were due to trickery. 


Hubert Pearce Jr. guessed correctly around 32 percent of the time in hundreds of 
card-guessing experiments, compared with a chance expectation of 20 percent. 
Except, that is, when a magician watched him guess the cards, at which point his 
expectation fell to chance levels. 


Clearly Hand wants you to draw the conclusion that Pearce was cheating, but he 
provides no clue as to how anyone could have cheated in such experiments (which 
had a protocol described below). In fact, Hand's claim is misleading. The link I 
just provided gives a table showing Pearce's performance in front of a succession 
of witnesses. When the magician was present, Pearce scored 92 out of 400 
successes, a success rate of 23% that was above the expected chance result of 20 
per cent (the results in front of all the other witnesses were much better). The link 
also reports, “Pearce was somewhat ill with tonsilitis on the day the 
magician was present,” which can easily explain the dip in his performance 
while the magician was present. 


In the above link we also read these details about this magician witness: 


The magician, Mr. Wallace Lee, tried a few series himself with only 
chance average results. He said frankly that he was convinced. It 
appeared that he was, at least as far as we all are, "mystified". 


The experimental protocol is described below by Rhine, and it is not a protocol in 
which he can imagine any opportunity for cheating over a long series of trials. 


The working conditions were these: observer and subject sat opposite each other 
at a table, on which lay about a dozen packs of the Zener Cards and a record 
book. One of the packs would be handed to Pearce and he be allowed to shuffle it. 
(He felt it gave more real "contact".) Then it was laid down and was cut by the 
observer. Following this Pearce would, as a rule, pick up the pack, lift off the top 
card, keeping both the pack and the removed card face down, and, after calling it, 
he would lay the card on the table, still face down. The observer would record the 
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call. Either after 5 calls or after 25 calls,—and we used both conditions generally 
about equally—the called cards would be turned over and checked off against the 
calls recorded in the book. The observer saw each card and checked each one 
personally though the subject was asked to help in the checking by laying off the 
cards as checked. There is no legerdemain by which an alert observer can be 
repeatedly deceived at this. 


The table below (from the link here) summarizes the results of Rhine's 
experiments with Pearce. These are tests in which the expected success rate is 5 
out of 25, or 1 in 5. There is no way to work in some hypothesis of cheating with 
the results reported here. The table shows that Pearce got the same super-dramatic 
results even in a series of 650 trials when he was looking away from the cards, and 
also ina series of 300 trials in which there was a screen separating the cards and 
Pearce. 


Be 


— = = = = =— 
Ser. No. of} of |Deviation and 
0. Conditions Trials | Hits p-e. 
fl. |General B.T- as 
described above | 
Special Conditions 5,000] 1,834) +834}+19.1) 43. 7 9.2 
b. |[S. looks away from 1 
cards | 4 
650) ral a ie 9} 21.6} 10.7\| 
3. |[Same as 2, plus calling | 
||before removing ele) re |_ 23.9 12.4}; 
| Same as 3; no contact d 
with cards | } 
74 19) 4.5] 4.2) 6.7}; 
5. [Same as 3, plus New | 
1,675|| 626 291 11.0 |_ 26.5 5 


cards; data on first 3 
Pal 
99] 39|_4-7]__ 8-3 a3]_83 


116| 56 11.9| 97 : 
(7. |D-T., pack left unbroken | 
till end of run 1,625| 482 157 10.9| 14.4] 74 


Total, P.C. (except 6b) [10.300 [3.746 +1.686, |#27.4 [ 61.5 9.1] 


||times used 


We can use the very handy binomial probability calculator at this site to calculate 
the likelihood of these results. The calculator gives a probability of simply 0 when 
we type in the overall results, so let's use a subset to try to get some non-zero 
result. Let's use only rows 2 and 6, involving either Pearce looking away from the 
cards or a screen between Pearce and the cards, either one of which should have 
ruled out any possibility of cheating. When I type these results in the binomial 
probability calculator, I get a result with a chance probability of 5 chances in 100 
trillion, which we can round to be | chance in 10 trillion. This is a result we 
should never expect to get by pure chance even if we tested with every single 
person in the human race. 


Probability of success on a single trial [2 
Number of trials [250 
Number of successes (x) 7s 


Binomial Probability: P(X = 378) |1.24169282503466E-44 
Cumulative Probability: P(X < 378) |1.00000000000005 
Cumulative Probability: P(X < 378) |1.00000000000005 


Cumulative Probability: P(X > 378) |-4.9960036108132E-14 


Cumulative Probability: P(X > 378) |-4.9960036108132E-14 


What we have in the case of Pearce and Rhine is a very well-documented case of 
experimental results far, far in excess of what chance can account for, what is 
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basically “smoking gun” evidence of ESP. Mr. Hand is not at all able to debunk it. 
There is not the slightest reason for thinking that Pearce had any ability in magic, 
or that he could have used magic or fraud to achieve his results. Pearce went on to 
become a minister, and many years later sharply rebuked Martin Gardner when he 
asked (without any basis) for Pearce to confess to cheating. 


What does Hand have to say about ESP experiments after Rhine? He tries to 
create the misleading impression that more recent experiences have not been as 
successful, by completely omitting discussion of the dramatic results of the 
ganzfeld experiments, and referring to, “the comments made by the believers in 
ESP and parapsychology as successive experiments failed to demonstrate the 
existence of the phenomena.” 


The actual truth is very different. After Rhine's death, experimenters developed a 
protocol called the ganzfeld protocol, which involved ESP tests while a user had 
sensory deprivation such as halved ping-pong balls taped over their eyes. As 
described here, fifty-nine repetitions of such tests by various researchers produced 
an average successful match rate of about 30%, much higher than the 25% rate 
expected by chance. Rather than being a rare result that you only got with a few 
gifted subjects, such a result was repeated over and over again with a wide range 
of subjects. The odds of such results occurring by pure chance are similar to the 
odds of the Pearce results occurring by chance -- basically zero. 


What does Page have to say about such experiments, which are the main type of 
recent ESP experiments? He says nothing. Instead, he wastes time on trying to 
debunk other ESP experiments no one has heard of. It's the old skeptic's strategy: 
if you don't have an explanation for some evidence for something you are arguing 
against, just ignore that evidence, and hope no one notices. 


Page does put in a little sales pitch for the multiverse (the idea of a vast collection 
of universes). A good question for Mr. Page is: why would you have us believe in 
a multiverse (an infinitely complicated, boundlessly extravagant fantasy for which 
there is not the slightest bit of evidence), but discourage us from believing in ESP 
(a nice simple hypothesis for which there is abundant good experimental evidence 
that you haven't succeeded in debunking)? 


Postscript: The original version of this post didn't even mention two other 
astounding cases nvolving Pearce. One was the Pearce-Pratt series of tests, 
conducted by Rhine's assistant J. Gaither Pratt. In this test, Pratt dealt out one card 
a minute from a shuffled deck. Pearce (located in a building far away) recorded 
his guesses as to the cards, at the same time. 1850 cards were dealt, and the 
expected chance success rate was about 370 cards. Instead, Pearce got 558 correct 
guesses. The chance probability of such a result was less than | in 
10,000,000,000,000,000,000,000. In another informal test conducted in front of Rhine, 
Pearce correctly guessed 25 cards in a row. The chance of that? One in three 
hundred quadrillion. 


Postscript: See this post for my rebuttal of a skeptic's arguments against this 
evidence. See this post for a discussion of an ESP test that got results even better 
than any test with Pearce -- a phenomenal 73% accuracy rate on a test involving 
1850 cards. 


Posted by Mark Mahin at 9:36 AM MIE} ‘D) 
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Levitation Reports: The Best Cases 


Modern scientists typically maintain that nothing can rise into 
the air without there being some physical explanation for such a 
rising that scientists can explain. Those who maintain this 
opinion have typically never studied any of the very many 
accounts refuting such an opinion, accounts often written by 
very reliable observers. Such accounts seem to establish very 
well the reality of inexplicable levitations utterly beyond the 
power of scientists to explain. 


In his massive two-part 1857 work A Treatise on Turning 
Tables, the Supernatural in General, and Spirits, Agenor 
Gasparin described some examples of inexplicable levitation, 
along with innumerable accounts of tables mysterious turning 
or tilting. On page 53 we read the following description of the 
levitation of a table: 


"Let us return to the demonstration par excellence the elevation 
without contact. We began by accomplishing it three times. 
Then, as it was suggested that the presence of witnesses 
exercised a more certain influence over a small table than a 
large one, over five operators than ten, we caused a round 
table, made of spruce, to be brought in, and which the chain 
reduced one-half, sufficed to put in rotation. Whereupon, the 
hands being raised, and all contact having ceased, the 

table elevated itself perpendicularly seven times at our 
command." 


In Volume 9 of the Proceedings of the Society for Psychical 
Research, beginning on page 245, we have a long account of 
paranormal occurrences at seances of the very well-respected 
figure William Stainton Moses. The account includes numerous 
reports of levitations. For example, on page 301 we read a 
witness stating, "The table was floated to the level of our heads; 
this in clear light." 


In a previous post I quoted an account of how a large number of 
distinguished professors witnessed the levitation of a table at a 
seance of Eusapia Palladino. Here is part of the account quoted: 
"By the light of three lamps the table round wbich the 
experimenters were seated was seen to rise as high as nearly 
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half a yard (40c.) or to float in the air untouched, without any 
contact with Eusapia, for about twenty-five minutes." Such 
levitations were observed very many times on many different 
days by professors during experiments with Eusapia Palladino, 
under conditions in which she was physically constrained or 
observed so closely that no secret fraud was possible. 
(Transgressions under looser conditions do nothing to discredit 
such observations under stringent conditions in which secret 
fraud was impossible.) Numerous photographs of such 


levitations have been published. Below is one, from a page of an 


Italian book: 


On pages 417-418 of this book we have a description of a session 
with Palladino attended by Professor P. Foa and two doctors. 
We read not merely descriptions of levitations of a table, but the 
mysterious piece-by-piece dismantling of a table before the eyes 
of witnesses. We are told the table "continued to break up under 
the eyes of every one present," and that "its different parts were 
torn off, then the boards themselves went to pieces." 


Referring to table levitations at the seances of Palladino, an 
observer states this: 


"IT have probably seen several hundred of these levitations, 
now, under every conceivable condition and in excellent light, 
and I consider them so far established that, as Count Solovovo 
said, the burden of proof is now on the man who asserts that 
they are not real ; not upon the man who asserts that they are. 
I have seen levitations take place time after time in a 
brilliantly-lighted room, when Eusapia's feet were clearly 
seen, when her knees were held, and no part of her clothing 
was in contact with the table, when her feet had been tied with 
rope to the feet of her chair, when both Eusapia's feet were held 
under the table by a third controller, when the ' stocks ' ap 
paratus was in use, when the controllers on either side of her 
passed their hands to and fro repeatedly between the medium's 
legs and body and the table, when her hands were off the table 
altogether, when the medium was standing up. These 
levitations, too, were not all of them of the sudden, almost 
instantaneous character seen by us in Naples. We have had 
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levitations lasting twenty and twenty-five and thirty seconds, 
and even longer, as timed by the watch on the stenographer's 
table. These levitations, too, some of them, have been two feet 
or more from the floor....During nearly all these levitations the 
controllers had ample time, as a rule, to pass their hands 
between the table and the medium's body, in order to prove 
that no hook or similar attachment was possible, as Mr. W. S. 
Davis suggested, and, in fact, publicly stated was the case !" 


In the previously mentioned post of mine I also quoted a 
professor Murani who reported seeing levitations of the 
medium M. Amedeo Zuccarini. In the photos preceding page 
136 of the publication here we see a man suspended about 18 
inches above a table, with two observers holding his hands 
(something done to rule out trickery such as using a hand to 
hold on to a wire hanging from the ceiling). On page 136 we 
read this: 


"Our hands, not bent at all, but drawn upwards by the 
medium's arms, simultaneously felt that his body was 
ascending. The duration of the suspension was variable, 
lasting while we could count from four to thirty-six, as also 
was the distance of his feet from the surface of the table 
(approximately from two to twenty inches)." 


The key issue here is whether Zuccarini could have been 
propping himself up using the hands that held his. The 
testimony that such hands were "drawn upwards by the 
medium's arms" rather than pushed downward rules out such a 
possibility. 


Volume VIII of the Annals of Psychical Science (July-September 
1909) has a long account by the distinguished scholar and 
psychical researcher Julian Ochorowicz, author of the long and 
fascinating work Mental Suggestion. Ochorowicz describes at 
great length a long series of experiments with Stanislawa 
Tomezyk, who among other wonders could apparently 
manipulate the dials or needles (under glass) of various 
instruments. Tomczyk was also apparently able to levitate a 
variety of objects. The beginning of the volume contains nine 
very clear photos of such levitations. Two of them are below. 
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Tomcezyk in action 


Although there is no sign of such a thing in any of the photos I 
mentioned, Ochorowicz mentions sometimes very faintly seeing 
a thread-like thing between Tomczyk's hands, but only seeing 
such a thing during some of the levitations. On page 369 he 
describes levitation which cannot be explained by any thread 
between the hands: 


"From the moment when I mentioned having seeing a 

thread, the medium behaved as if she wished to contradict 
these suspicions in various ways: the thread being no longer 
visible, the medium held her hands motionless for the greater 
part of the time, and in spite of this, objects were raised and 
removed, sometimes to right and sometimes to left, sometimes 
even turning, and when she raised her hands parallel with the 
object, she moved the fingers about or executed little 
descending and ascending movements, independent of the 


Our Brains Smaller Than a 
Caveman's? 


e Cosmic Coincidence Cover- 
up 

e The Gigantic Missing Link of 
Biological Life 

e Cosmic Fine-Tuning 
Visualized 


e If Mankind Were To Perish, 
What Would Be Its Epitaph? 


¢ Why Machines Will Not Soon 
Be as Intelligent as Men 


¢ Cloud Computing and the 
Concept of Non-local 
Consciousness 


There Is No Plausible 
Explanation For How Brains 
Can Store Very Long-Term 
Memory 


The Top 6 Problems With 
Using a Multiverse to 
Explain Cosmic Fitness 


“Vacuum Catastrophe” 
Should Be Called the 
Vacuum Miracle 


Why the Origin of Humans Is 
an Unsolved Mystery 
External Sites 


e Top 20 Cosmology Blogs 


Featured Post 


The Election 
Tamperers: A Science 
Fiction Story 


Susan Tyler never thought she 
would see her young brother 
George again when she said a 
tearful goodbye to him on the 
day before the interst... 


Sharing Content 


Content on this blog may be 
shared on other web sites or in 
publications under this Creative 
Commons Attribution No- 
Derivatives license, requiring 
attribution (including a link to this 
web site) and prohibiting 
derivatives: Link 


Labels 


object. Her hands, always very cold and very wet, were, 
moreover, empty, and did not leave the table a single instant." 


On page 370 Ochorowicz formulates the following remarkable 
hypothesis compelled by his strange observations: 


"It is possible to create mediumistically, between the medium's 
hands, a sort of thread, possessing for some minutes a certain 
consistency, which diminishes and disappears with the putting 
apart of the hands. The formation of the mediumistic thread is 
accompanied by a sensation of chill. This thread, created by 
the unconscious imagination of the medium, seems to present a 
case of objective material ideoplasm : the strong desire to raise 
a small object at a distance, brings by association the idea of a 
thread which would do this." 


In investigations of the medium Indridi Indridason, 

many reports of levitations were made, both of inanimate 
objects and of Indridi Indridason himself. Below are some 
excerpts from a paper by the distinguished researcher Erlendur 
Haraldsson: 


"At the Second Congress in Warsaw in 1923 Nielsson 
reported on violent poltergeist phenomena around Indridi, 
much of which took place in full light and involved violent 
levitations of Indridi and those who tried to protect him from 
attacks... After the summer of 1905 movements and levitations 
of objects continued. For example, a table would 

levitate without anyone touching it, and on another occasion 
the sitters were unable to thrust a levitated table down with 
their hands. Knocks and bangs on walls and floor and in mid- 
air were common. There were levitations of the 
medium....Movements and levitations were frequent, of 
objects, small and large, light and heavy, and over short or 
long distances within a room or hall and sometimes quite 
high....Many levitations are reported, often with the medium 
holding onto another person." 


Below are some quotes from the work "The Icelandic Physical 
Medium Indridi Indridason" by Loftur R. Gissurarsun 
and Erlendur Haraldsson: 


Page 70: "A small table with three legs levitated so high that it 
‘bumped’ into the sitters' faces...The sitters then tried with a 
very heavy table, which tilted a few times without being touched 
and once levitated completely off the floor." 


Page 71: "A small table was abruptly levitated off the floor and 
up onto another table....Then another table behind Indridason 
levitated and landed on the table they were sitting at." 


Page 76: "Very soon the medium was levitated in the basket 
chair a great distance from the floor -- the creaking in the chair 
being heard while it glided, containing the medium, above our 
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heads -- and was eventually rather noisily deposited on the floor 
behind the chairs." 


Page 116: "The zither levitated many times. It was seen flying at 
different speeds in various directions (the phosphorescent tape 
indicating this). There is no doubt that some of the movements 
were so far away from Indridason that he could not have 
reached them." 


Page 126: "Many of the objects that moved and levitated around 
the hall were borrowed from various people." 


The eminent scientist William Crookes was the co-discoverer of 
the element thallium, and was the inventor of the Crookes tube 
that was the forerunner of all television sets. Crookes reported 
observing inexplicable levitations of both objects and people. In 
his Researches into the Phenomena of Modern Spirtualism, he 
states on page 37, “On three successive evenings a small table 
moved slowly across the room, under conditions which I had 
specially pre-arranged, so as to answer any objection that might 
be raised as to the evidence.” Crookes states on page 40, “On 
five separate occasions, a heavy dining table rose between a few 
inches and 1 1/ feet off of the ground, under special 
circumstances, which rendered trickery impossible.” He also 
states on page 41, “At another time two children, on separate 
occasions, rose from the floor with their chairs, in full daylight, 
under (to me) most satisfactory conditions; for I was kneeling, 
and keeping close watch upon the feet of the chair, and 
observing that no one might touch them.” 


Describing levitations of the medium Daniel Dunglas Home, 
Crookes states the following on page 38: 


"The most striking cases of levitation which I have witnessed 
have been with Mr. Home. On three separate occasions have I 
seen him raised completely from the floor of the room. Once 
sitting in an easy chair, once kneeling on his chair, and once 
standing up....There are at least a hundred recorded instances 
of Mr. Home rising from the ground, in the presence of as 
many separate persons.” 


On page 5 of his book Mysterious Psychic Forces, the 
astronomer Camille Flammarion states the following: 


"IT have so often seen a rather heavy table lifted to a height of 
eight, twelve, sixteen inches from the floor, and I have taken 
such undeniably authentic photographs of these; I have so 
often proved to myself that the suspension of this article of 
furniture by the imposition upon it of the hands of four or five 
persons produces the effect of a floating in a tub full of water 
or other elastic fluid, that, for me, the levitation of objects is no 
more doubtful than that of a pair of scissors lifted by the aid of 
a magnet." 
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Very specifically, Flammarion states on page 6 that on March 
29, 1906, he saw a table rise 15 to 20 inches above the ground 
while he and the medium Eusapia Palladino were standing 
above the table with their hands on it (the other observers being 
at a distance), and also while one of Eusapia's hands was resting 
on Flammarion's hand. On page 7, Flammarion says, “This 
phenomenon of levitation is, to me, absolutely proved, although 
we cannot explain it.” He also states this on page 7: 


"T will add that quite often the table continues to rise even after 
the experimenters have ceased to touch it. This is movement 
without contact." 


On page 47 of his book On the Threshold of the Unseen, the 
physicist William Barrett describes an experience in observing a 
levitation: 


"Then the table began to rise from the floor some 18 inches and 
remained so suspended and quite level. I was allowed to go up 
to the table and saw clearly no one was touching it, a clear 
space separating the sitters from the table. I tried to press the 
table down, and though I exerted all my strength could not do 
so; then I climbed up on the table and sat on it, my feet off the 
floor, when I was swayed to and fro and finally tipped off. 

The table of its own accord now turned upside down, no one 
touching it, and I tried to lift it off the ground, but it could not 
be stirred, it appeared screwed down to the floor. At my 
request all the sitters' clasped hands had been kept raised 
above their heads, and I could see that no one was touching the 
table; — when I desisted from trying to lift the inverted table 
from the floor, it righted itself again of its own accord, no one 
helping it." 


Below is a report from page 340 of Volume 18 of the Journal of 
the American Society for Psychical Research, involving the 
medium Stella Cranshaw, and referred to as Stella C.: 


"The sitters having taken their places at table, incense lighted, 
and musical - box started , the 'Slade' table began to move 
almost immediately . It then started turning ( compelling the 
sitters to leave their chairs ), and was at once levitated to the 
height of several inches. Within the next twenty minutes the 
table was completely levitated at least six times — once for six 
seconds at a height of about six inches. During these levitations 
, which took place in the full light of the 60 - watt red lamp, the 
finger-tips only of the sitters were on the table top . Ceaseless 
movement of table followed , and once it turned over ; and 
then , upon request, righted itself....The sitters and medium 
pushed their chairs well away from the table; linked hands and 
held them high in the air; and without the slightest contact 
with sitters or medium , the table ( weight 43.5 lbs .) , with a 
few preliminary raps and creaks, slowly moved . These 
movements without contact were kept up for nearly ten 
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minutes, the table moving in every direction , with decided 
attempts at levitation...During one of these violent 
manifestations , the table was poised upon two legs, and the 
combined efforts of Captain Bennett ( exerting his entire 
strength ) , who was pushing the table - top ina downward 
direction , and the other sitters , who were trying to pull the 
table down , could not shift the table from its poise on two 
legs." 


On page 341 of this account, the observer (Harry Price) states 
that once when a table was moving "of its own volition" during 
one of the seances of this Stella Cranshaw, the temperature 
inexplicably dropped to 43 degrees in the seance room. On 
page 343 we read this about a seance with Stella Cranshaw: 


"Several complete levitations were accomplished, the table 
finally turning over with its four legs upwards. In this most 
difficult position, again the table rose completely, some of the 
levitations being of 4, 5, or 6 seconds’ duration." 


Following page 285 of Volume VIII, No. 50 of the Annals of 
Psychical Science (April - June 1909), we have a long 
description of levitations at seances of Francesco Carancini, 
which are preceded by quite a few photos, one of which (Figure 
37) shows a violin floating in the air. Figure 5 shows a table 
levitating above the shoulders of the medium, and Figure 7 
(shown below) shows a trumpet levitating in the air. The text 
describes observers witnessing levitations matching those 
shown in the photos. 


On page 305 of this account we read this: "At the seance held on 
the evening of November 27th, 1908, the phenomenon of the 
levitation of the medium occurred; he was levitated to the 
height of one yard, a phenomenon distinctly visible to the 
spectators; the controllers verified all absence of support from 
the table or chair." 


W. J. Crawford was a lecturer in mechanical engineering, and 
the author of some conventional scientific works such as 
Calculations on the Entropy-Temperature Chart. After years of 
research, Crawford wrote the book The Reality of Psychic 
Phenomena: Raps, Levitation, Etc. The 270-page book 
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describes in precise detail Crawford's exact experiments in 
which inexplicable levitations abundantly occurred. 


On page 44 Crawford states this: 


"The levitation of the stool was the most spectacular case of 
the phenomenon I have seen. So high was the stool in the air, it 
is no exaggeration to say that if I had bent my head I could 
have walked right under it from one side of the room to the 
other." 


On pages 62-63 Crawford tells us that he saw a 16-pound table 
levitated to a height of 2 feet, 5 inches, and that this occurred at 
his own house. We are told the table was "levitated many times, 
the longest period being certainly over a minute." The location 
of his own house rules out any possibility of some trickery 
prepared at some special room of a psychic. A similar situation 
occurred with Crookes, who reported observing levitations at 
his own house. Of course, since Crawford was an expert in 
mechanical engineering, he would have been the type of person 
most likely to have spotted any mechanical trickery if it had 
been rigged up at someone else's house, and he never reported 
seeing such a thing. 


On page 63 Crawford tells us this about one of these levitations 
of a 16-pound table observed at his own home: 


"During one of the levitations...I entered the circle and 

pressed down with my hands on the top of the table. Although I 
exerted all my strength, I could not depress the table to the 
floor. A friend who is over six feet in height then leaned 

over the circle and helped me to press downwards, when our 
combined efforts exerted to the limit just caused it to touch the 


floor." 


While such a thing might happen if there were very powerful air 
jets coming from under the table, such jets could never have 
been installed through trickery in Crawford's own home, 
undetected by a mechanical engineering expert such as him. 


In his book The Reality of Psychic Phenomena: Raps, 
Levitation, Etc. (which can be read here) and his book 
Experiments in Psychical Science (which can be read here), 
Crawford describes exhaustive experiments with mysteriously 
levitated tables, none of which revealed any evidence of fraud or 
trickery. Below is Figure 1 from his Experiments in Psychical 
Science. 
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Here from page 8 of the book is the text describing this figure, 
and the next figure: 


"At a recent seance the table turned over on its side with edge 
of surface and two legs on the floor, surface remote from 
medium. Then it levitated in that position (Fig. 1) remaining in 
the air for about half a minute, with lowest edge about a foot 
above the floor. The surface (S) was about 4 feet from the body 
of the medium. It levitated again in the same way and 

then turned over in the air, very slowly at first and then 
jerkily, until its surface was horizontal and it had attained a 
normal levitated position. Fig. 2 gives successive positions." 


Here from page 9 of the book is the Figure 2 mentioned in the 
text above: 


Given unlimited piano wire and air jets to play with, a magician 
would be unable to achieve such a manipulation of a table in the 
air. 


Quite a few witnesses have reported levitations occuring during 
poltergeist incidents. The Psi Encyclopedia's article on the 
famous 1977 Enfield poltergeist case includes reports of several 
levitation observations. 


Claims are sometimes made that levitation is unthinkable, as it 
would involve a violation of the law of gravitation. Such a thing 
is not at all true. We need not believe in any suspension of 
gravity during levitation, but merely the application of some 
unknown force exceeding the weak force of gravity. Every time 
you jump in the air you are exceeding the weak force of gravity 
that acts like it was trying to keep you from rising. 


As remarkable as inexplicable levitation is, I do not regard it as 
anything like the most impressive paranormal manifestation 
ever documented. As described in the accounts above, 
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levitation does not involve any extremely precise control over 
matter. I think a far more impressive manifestation is the 
unexplained phenomenon of dramatic patterns very massively 
occurring during photography of falling water drops, with 
hundreds or thousands of consecutive repetitions of very 
distinctive patterns or motifs, which has been enormously 
documented in published photos. That phenomenon involves a 
degree of precise control over matter far greater than takes 
place during any reported paranormal levitation. 
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Authentic photos of unexplained wonders 


Wednesday, May 6, 2020 
How to Photograph Paranormal Patterns 


In this post | will give some basic tips on how to take the most important type 
of photos you see at this site. | will tell you how you can attempt to take 
photos of repeating orb patterns. Repeating orb patterns are of great interest 
when they show very distinctive and highly improbable characteristics 
repeating very often. In such cases it can become clear that we are seeing 
something that cannot be the result of mere coincidental repetitions of 
random physical characteristics. When orb patterns appear with a sufficient 
degree of repetition, and when highly distinctive physical characteristics 
appear over and over again in the orb photos of a single photographer (the 
type of repetition that would require a vastly improbable coincidence to occur 
by chance), then we have what can suggest a manifestation of some unseen 
purposeful intelligence, something of very high philosophical and spiritual 
importance. 


| have photographed a vast number of such orb pattern repetitions, which you 
can see here, here and here and by looking at the videos and photo slide 
shows here (one of which is two hours long). But in order for the world to pay 
proper attention to this important observational phenomenon, it will be very 
helpful if more photographers get such orb pattern repetitions and report their 
findings. Below | discuss two methods you can use to attempt to photograph 
repeating orb patterns. 


Method 1: Attempting to Get Photos of Orb Patterns Appearing in Clean 
Dry Air 


The most basic type of orb photography involves photographing in clean dry 
air, using no special technique, without having your camera on a platform. 
For such basic orb photography, all you need is a regular point-and-click 
camera with a flash. A $100 camera will work just fine. For this type of 
photography, | use a Sony DSC-W830 camera. | have no reason to doubt 
that other cameras in the same price range will work just as well. 


| can give the following general principles about basic orb photography: 


1. Try not to photograph orbs in some very dusty place, although you need 
not be too fussy about photographing in some place that has zero dust. 
The idea that invisible dust particles in ordinary air can cause prominent 
orbs in photos is a groundless fantasy advanced by skeptics. The dust 
particles in ordinary air are between 100 and 1000 times too small to 
produce such an effect, as explained here. 

2. Try not to photograph orbs while pointing towards some very bright light 
such as the sun. This can produce lens flare, which can produce natural 
photo anomalies that might be mistaken for orbs. 
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3. Try to photograph only in dry weather. Rain drops and snow flakes can 
be mistaken for orbs. 


4. Make sure that your camera flashes when you try to take an orb 
photograph. 


If you have not been able to get any orbs in your photos, | do not recommend 
that you spend more than 10 minutes a day trying to get such orbs. Just be 
patient. Try taking about 20 flash photos a day, ideally while thinking to 
yourself that you would like to get something you have never seen before. 
Persist at this activity for several weeks if you have no success. 


If you are lucky your photos may start to show orbs with unusual features 
such as stripes or other distinctive features. Save any photos you get 
showing orbs with distinctive features. Look for pattern repetitions. Anyone 
getting a high degree of pattern repetition in the orbs they photograph should 
publish their photographs in some stable spot on the Internet. Also, if you get 
such pattern repetition, send me an email at marjinsopmar@gmail.com, so | 
can add your site or web page to the online list | keep of sites with notable 
orb photographs. 


The pattern repetitions that | have got when photographing orbs in clean dry 
air (not photographing falling water drops) have been repetitions that 
occurred in a kind of "chronologically spread-out" manner. Usually | would 
notice the pattern repetitions only when checking photos taken during 
different days. Something may occur rather like this: 


(1) On one day | will notice an orb with a distinctive physical appearance, 
such as a very distinctive stripe shape. 

(2) Several days later or a week or two later | will notice another orb with the 
same distinctive physical appearance. 

(2) Several days later or a week or two later | will notice another orb with the 
same distinctive physical appearance. 


Such a rather slow rate of pattern repetition is typical when | photograph in 
clean dry air, not photographing falling water drops. | will almost never get 
two instances of an orb pattern appearing in a single day when | am not 
photographing falling water drops. So if you get photos of orbs with 
distinctive characteristics, it is very important for you to save such photos, so 
that you can compare them with newer photos, looking for pattern 

repetitions. If you have a computer, you can keep all of your photos of orbs 
with distinctive characteristics in a single folder or directory. Then if you get a 
new pattern showing an orb with a distinctive characteristic, you can compare 
the new photo to your old orb photos, looking for a pattern repetition. 


If you get a good pattern repetition, try to publish online side-by-side photos 
that allow people to see the similarity. Below is an example. 
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Method 2: Photographing Falling Water Drops to Try to Get Repeating 
Orb Patterns 


There is another technique for trying to get photos of orb patterns: the 
technique of trying to get such patterns while photographing falling water 
drops. | have had enormous luck at such a thing, as you can see by looking 
at the photo summary posts here and here. 


As | am just a run-of-the-mill type of guy no different from the average fellow, 
| Know of no reason why other people should not be able to take astonishing 
water drop photos of the type | show on this blog. Below is a description of 
the technique you can use to try and get repeating orb patterns while 
photographing falling water drops. 


1: 


Go to a table in your home such as a dinner table, and place something 
on it that you can use as a stable platform on which to place your 
camera. This platform might be a stack of books or a box about 6 
inches in height. Place your camera on this little platform, so that it's 
about 6 inches above the table top. 


. Set your camera so that it will make flash photos every time. If the 


camera has a "burst" mode or "Sports action" setting, use that. 
Otherwise, use the "Auto" setting or "Macro" setting. 


. Just behind that platform on which your camera sits (farther away from 


you), place a bowl or pan or bin that will be used to catch falling water 
drops. 


. Just behind that, place a black cloth that will be used as a photo 


backdrop. A black shirt or black sweater works well. The blacker and 
less reflective the cloth, the better. Use an upright book or box to prop 
up the black cloth or shirt so that it reaches a height of about 12 inches 
(one third of a meter). 


. Get one of those portable water bottles that joggers and athletes use, 


the type that has a spout (or use a cleaned-out empty spice container, 
the type with several holes at the top). 


. Fill the water bottle with tap water. 
. Hold the bottle parallel to the table, and tilt it so that a few drops trickle 


out of the bottle's spout, into a bowl, pan or bin. As the water drops pour 
down slowly from the bottle's spout into the bowl or pan, take flash 
photos of the drops. Don't pour the water too fast. Pour just fast enough 
so that water drops slowly trickle out of the bottle's spout. 
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8. Adjust the positions so that the front end of the camera is about 5 
inches from the stream of falling water drops. 


9. After taking a set of photos (perhaps a few hundred), transfer the 
photos to your computer. 


10. Examine the photos one by one. Blue Orbs Keep 


Appearing at This 


11. Look for any interesting anomalies in your photos, particularly any that Celina 


appear to have face-like details inside small orbs, orb holes, orb stripes, 
crescent shapes, or veil-like shapes. If you find something interesting, 
save that photo. You may want to use a photo cropping tool allowing Paranormal Photos and Videos 
you to save only a selected part of the photo. By Others 
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Or something as colorful and startling as what we see below: 
air orb near Metropolitan 
museum (10) 
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air orb too large to be dust (89) 
Or face-like details like we see below: 

air orb turning back on itself (3) 
air orb undulation (30) 


air orb with animal face (9) 


air orb with concentric rings (4) 


A somewhat simplified way of doing the technique described above is to 
carefully watch your viewfinder as you photograph, and see whether you see 
any recurring anomaly. If you do not notice any recurring anomaly, do not 
bother to transfer the photos to your computer, and just delete the whole 
batch of photos you took during that photo session. | use such a simplified 
method when taking photos of falling water drops. If | failed to notice a 
repeating pattern appearing in my camera viewfinder as | photographed 
falling water drops, | will just delete the whole set of photos | took in a photo 
session, without bothering to transfer the photos to my computer. 


| usually get some anomaly | cannot explain after taking about 5,000 photos 
of falling water drops, and | very often get results that seem worthy of 
publication after taking that many photos. But it is not very uncommon for me 
to take 10,000 or more consecutive photos (perhaps spread over two days) 
without getting any results | wish to publish on this blog. So if you are 
interested in trying to photograph repeating orb patterns, don't give up after 
taking only 1000 or 2000 photos. Wait until you've taken 15,000 or 20,000 
photos before abandoning this activity because of a lack of success. It will 
help if you have a camera that works in "burst" mode or "sports" mode, 
allowing you to take multiple photos with a single press of the shutter button. 


The video below shows an astonishing anomaly | once got when 
photographing falling water drops. The camera took about 300 photos by 
itself, in 13 separate bursts. | include the video here because it shows the 
basic setup | use when photographing falling water drops. 


If your attempt to photograph anomalies fails, you can try switching to a 
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different camera. My inexpensive old Olympus FE-100 produced water drop 
photos showing certain types of anomalies such as striped orbs and orb 
crescents. But for a long time such effects would never appear using my 
Sony A6000 camera. However that camera would occasionally produce 
abundantly other types of anomalies such as orbs with holes. Experimenting 
with a few digital cameras might increase your chance of success. 


| do not recommend purchasing an expensive camera for the photography of 
falling water drops, unless you have got some interesting results with a less 
expensive camera. If you start to get interesting results with a point-and-click 
camera, and you want to move up to a high-quality camera like the ones | 
have used for my best photos of repeating orb motifs appearing during water 
drop photography, | recommend the Sony A6100 camera, with the HVL-F20M 
flash attachment. 


The Sony A6100 with the HVL-F20M flash attachment 


You really should avoid the Sony A5000, because its built-in flash may fail, 
leaving you without any ability to do the type of photography described here 
(since the Sony A5000 has no "flash shoe" allowing a flash attachment to be 
added). But the Sony A6000 and the Sony A6100 have a "flash shoe" unit, 
allowing you to plug in the HVL-F20M flash attachment if the built-in flash 
fails. Since | have experienced a catastrophic failure (after long use) that 
effectively caused my Sony A6000 to stop working, | cannot recommend that 
camera. But for the past several months, | have been putting the Sony A6100 
camera (with the HVL-F20M flash attachment) to a real workout, taking 
5000+ photos a day. This combo has worked beautifully for me for several 
months. | have no complaints about the Sony A6100, and | recommend it as 
an excellent camera that can be a real "workhorse." 


If you don't get anything very interesting in your photos after a few attempts, 
keep trying. | get the stranger photographic anomalies in only a minority of 
the times | try to photograph water drops. Probably 70% of my photographic 
sessions do not produce content | publish on this blog. Persistence is the 
number one attribute required for success in photography of the mysterious 
or paranormal. 


The phenomenon | get at unpredictable intervals when photographing falling 
water drops is a massive repetition of patterns, with many instances of a 
pattern repetition occurring in a single day. If this happens to you, it will be a 
different situation than the one | previously described when discussing photos 
you can take standing up in clean dry air. If you get the type of thing | get, 
there will be no need for you to compare your water drop photos of one day 
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with photos you took another day to find pattern repetitions. If you get the 
type of thing | get, you will see a massive and very obvious pattern repetition 
that occurs in a single photo session occurring on a single day. 


When examining photos you took of falling water drops, do not spend time 
squinting at small photo details looking for some subtle orb pattern repetition 
that is not easily noticeable. Whenever | have got orb pattern repetitions 
when photographing falling water drops, the pattern was as "plain as the 
nose on my face" -- something that was very obvious and noticeable, the type 
of thing that almost anyone would have noticed when looking at the photos. 


Publishing Your Results 


If you get interesting repeating orb patterns, it is very important that you 
publish your results somewhere online. Also, please email me at 
marjinsopmar@gmail.com, giving me the URL where you have published 
your interesting results. Just as it is important to not throw away very high 
scores on ESP tests, but to publish such results, it is very important that any 
photographer publish his or her anomalous results if he or she photographs a 
very high degree of orb pattern repetition that is very hard or impossible to 
explain. 


If you fail to get any interesting results after many photo sessions lasting a 
total of 10+ hours, | am interested in learning about such negative results, so 
drop me an email to tell me about such a lack of success if it occurs. 


What Are Your Chances of Success? 


Although | get repeating orb patterns with astonishing frequency (several 
times a week, typically) when | photograph falling water drops, | cannot 
estimate your chances of success when attempting to get photos of repeating 
orb patterns while photographing falling water drops, because | have no 
knowledge of anyone who failed after trying such a thing for many attempts. | 
have no idea whether dramatic repeating orb patterns would occur to 100% 
of the people who spent many hours photographing falling water drops, or 
whether such dramatic repeating orb patterns would appear to only some 
very tiny fraction of the people attempting such a thing. | do know that | have 
never had any feeling whatsoever that such a phenomenon is in any way 
arising from any power or special ability of my own. So | will not be the least 
bit surprised if | one day learn that the same phenomenon can occur to many 
other people who photograph falling water drops. 


Postscript: By August 2020 | have experienced two different unrecoverable 
failures of the Sony A6100 camera, requiring me to buy the camera three 
different times during a period of 9 months. The failures each occurred after 
months of heavy-duty use (consisting of 6000+ photos per day). | can no 
longer give a very strong endorsement for this camera model. Put me down 
now merely as someone who loves the Sony A6100 except when it suddenly 
stops working. 


The following are settings that you can use with the Sony A6100 to do the 
type of photography described above. Some of these settings facilitate the 
taking of thousands of photos in a single 1-hour sesssion: 


Quality/Image Size 1 (1/11): 
File Format: JPEG 
JPEG Quality: Standard 
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frequently asked questions (1) 


JPEG Image Size: S.6M 
Aspect Ratio: 3/2 
Quality/Image Size 2 (2/11): 
High ISO NR: Off 

Color Space: sRGB 

Shoot Mode/Drive 1 (3/11): 
Drive Mode: Cont. Shooting 
AF1 (5/11): 

Focus Mode: Continuous AF 
Focus Area: Wide 

AF Illuminator: Off 

AF w/shutter: Off 

Pre-AF: Off 

AF2 (6/11): 

AF Area Auto Clear: Off 
Disp. cont. AF Area: On 
Exposure (7/11): 

Exposure Com: 0 

ISO: ISO Auto 

Metering Mode: Multli 

Face Priority in Multi...: Off 
Exposure Step: 0.3EV 

AEL w/shutter: Off 

Flash (8/11): 

Flash Mode: Fill-flash 

Flash Comp.: 0.0 

Exp. Comp. set: Ambient&Flash 
Wireless Flash: Off 

Red Eye Reduction: Off 
Color/WB/Img. Processing (9/11): 
White Balance: Auto 

Priority Set in AWB: Standard 
DRO/Auto HDR: D-Range Optimizer 
Creative Style: Standard 
Picture Effect: Off 

Soft Skin Effect: Off 

Focus Assist (10/11): 

Focus Magnif Time: 2 Sec 
Initial Focus Mag: x1.0 

AF in Focus Mag: On 

MF Assist: On 

Shooting Assist (11/11): 
Regist Faces Priority: Off 
Smile Shutter: Off 

Auto Object Framing: Off 
Self-Portrait/time: On 
Shutter/Steady Shot (4/9): 
Silent Shooting: Off 

Front Curtain Shutter: On 
Release w/o Lens: Disable 
Release w/o Card: Enable 
SteadyShot: Off 

Zoom (5/9) 

Zoom Setting: Optical zoom only 
Display/Auto Review 1 (6/9) 
FINDER/MONITOR: Auto 
Grid Line: Off 
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Exposure Set Guide: On 

Line View Display: Setting Effect ON 
Display/Auto Review 2 (7/9) 

Auto Review: 2 Sec 

Network 1 (1/2) 

Airplane Mode: Off 


When doing photography of falling water drops with the Sony A6100, you 
should use a Drive Mode of Continuous Shooting: Hi+ (note the plus sign), 
an Image Quality of Standard, and an image size of only 6 megabytes, all of 
which seems to allow more photos to be taken in a shorter space of time. 


The photo below shows the Sony A6100 while it was set to the settings given 
above: 


The photo below shows the Shoot Mode screen set to settings that | use with 
the Sony A6100 when photographing falling water drops. You can get this 
screen by pressing the round Fn button on the lower right of the camera. 


Below we see a type of water container that | use when doing this type of 
photography. You can obtain such a container by buying several types of 
spices, and cleaning out one of the containers. 
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Still More Nineteenth Century Evidence for ESP 


In the posts here and here and here I discussed evidence for 
extrasensory perception (ESP) dating from the nineteenth 
century. Below is some more evidence for ESP dating from that 
century. 


On pages 108-109 of the book Enigmas of Psychical Research 
by James Hyslop, we have an account by Sir John Drummond 
hat seems to involve in 1879 a telepathic recognition of the exact 
words of a distant speaker: 


"I was woke by hearing distinctly the voice of my daughter-in- 
law, who was with her husband at Mogodor, saying ina 

clear but distressed tone of voice, 'Oh, I wish papa only knew 
that Robert was ill.' There was a night lamp in the room. I sat 
up and listened, looking around the room, but there was no 
one except my wife, sleeping quietly in bed. I hastened for some 
seconds, expecting to hear footsteps outside, but complete 
stillness prevailed, so I lay down again, thanking God that the 
voice which woke me was an hallucination. I had hardly closed 
my eyes when I heard the same voice and words, upon which I 
woke Lady Drummond Hay and told her what had occurred, 
and I got up and went into my study, adjoining the bedroom, 
and noted it in my diary....A few days after the incident a letter 
arrived from my daughter-in-law, Mrs. R. Drummond Hay, 
telling us that my son was seriously ill with typhoid fever and 
mentioning the night during which he had been 

delirious. Much struck by the coincidence that it was the 

same night I had heard her voice, I wrote to tell her what had 
happened. She replied, the following post, that in her distress 
at seeing her husband so dangerously ill, and from being alone 
in a distant land, she had made use of the precise words which 
had startled me from sleep, and had repeated them. As it may 
be of interest to you to receive a corroboration of what I have 
related, from the persons I have mentioned, who happen to be 
with me at this date, they also sign, to affirm the accuracy of 
all I have related." 


The narrative was signed by three members of the family 
besides Sir John. It would be hard to get a more convincing 
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account to establish ESP. We have a very distinguished witness, 
multiple corroborating witnesses, and an exact match not only 
in time but an exact match of the words spoken and the words 
heard by the distant person. 


On pages 122-123 of the book Psychical Research by Sir 
William Barrett, we have the following account of a wife who 
seemed to telepathically hear what her husband was saying 150 
miles away: 


"On September 9, 1848, at the siege of Mooltan, my husband, 
Major- General Richardson, C.B., then adjutant of his 
regiment, was most severely and dangerously wounded, 

and supposing himself dying, asked one of the officers with 
him to take the ring off his finger and send it to his wife, who, 
at that time, was fully 150 miles distant, at Ferozepore. On the 
night of September 9, 1848, I was lying on my bed, between 
sleeping and waking, when I distinctly saw my husband 
being carried off the field, seriously wounded, and heard his 
voice saying, ' Take this ring off my finger, and send it to my 
wife.’ " 


Below is another case described on pages 284-285 of Volume 1, 
Number 3 of the Psychical Review (February 1893). We read of 
someone who had a dream exactly matching the trouble his son 
far away was experiencing at the same time, with the man's 
anxiety lasting until the exact time that his son's problem 
cleared up: 


"In the spring of 1837, Mr. A. C. K., a merchant of Terre Haute, 
Ind., was at the St. Charles Hotel, New Orleans, La. One night 
he dreamed that his son James, then a year old, was choking; 
that he breathed with great difficulty, and with a deep, hoarse 
sound. The child’s mother, his Aunt Mary, and young Dr. 
Hitchcock were standing by the bedside, evidently much 
alarmed. It seemed strange to Mr. K. that the old family 
physician, Dr. Daniels, was not there. Soon the child gasped 
and struggled for breath. The doctor said to the mother, 'T 
think that he is dying.' Mr. K. awoke much alarmed; the dream 
had been so vivid that it seemed to be a reality. When fully 
awake he could not shake off the effect. As he found it 
impossible to sleep, he went down into the rotunda of the hotel 
and tried to read, but could not, he felt so anxious and excited. 
About two o'clock he suddenly felt relieved, went up to bed, and 
slept soundly until late in the morning. He thought nothing 
more of his night’s experience, except to consider it a very 
disagreeable dream. When he arrived home several weeks 
after this, his wife said, 'We came very near losing James one 
night while you were gone. He had the croup. From midnight 
until two o’clock we were very much alarmed about him. Once 
the doctor said that he thought that he was dying. At two 
o’clock he was relieved, and slept till morning.'" 
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Some of the most astonishing nineteenth century evidence for 
ESP comes in accounts involving Alexis Didier. The original 
accounts can be read in the pages of the nineteenth century 
journal The Zoist, which can be read here. At the link here you 
can read an account of many pages describing evidence 
regarding this person. 


Alexis Didier 


Before discussing Alexis Didier, the author (a doctor) gives on 
page 478 a remarkable account of a female clairvoyant: 


"For six years I have made repeated trials with numerous 
patients of my own : but never have found one who I was 
satisfied could even see the objects about them with the eyes 
closed, or look into the interior of the bodies of others and state 
their condition and prescribe for them. But among my searches 
after clairvoyance I have at length found one example of the 
highest kind...This patient is the perfection of integrity and 
every other moral excellence. Her word is a fact : and her truth 
is not less absolute than her freedom from vanity. She dislikes 
to exert her clairvoyance.... 


She will accurately describe who are in a particular room at 
her father's house at a particular moment, and the 
arrangement of the furniture, &c. —a distance of above fifty 
miles : or she will search for and see a member of her family, 
and describe the place in which he or she is, and the others also 
present. I at length succeeded in prevailing upon her to see 
some others, not members of her family, or known to them or 
to herself, and whose names even I did not mention, but only a 
very few particulars about them. She has described their 
persons most accurately, the places in which they were, their 
occupations at the moment ; and told what others were in the 
same room with them : and all this when I knew nothing of the 
truth at the time, and had to verify it afterwards. Far more 
than this she would tell : and tell with perfect accuracy : and 
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predict numerous things relating to others which have since 
exactly taken place." 


The author then describes many feats of clairvoyance performed 
by Alexis Didier, typically in a hypnotic trance and with a 
blindfold over his eyes (usually with cotton balls between his 
eyes and the blindfold). It is futile to speculate about some idea 
of some tricky blindfold that Alexis could see through, because 
very many of the accounts involve Alexis successfully describing 
details that were distant in time or space. Below is an example 
from page 485: 


"Another lady then said, ‘Alexis, will you travel with me ?' 'Yes 
; give me your hand.' She did. He then just passed his own over 
it, slightly clasping it, but let it go immediately. - 'Well, Iam 
ready ; which way do you go ?' 'Towards Fontainbleau, (forty 
miles from Paris) ; are you there ?' 'Yes.'' Pray describe my 
house near there.' Alexis then rapidly described the approach, 
the appearance, the number of stories, and the windows, very 
minutely, and, as the lady allowed, very correctly. She then 
proposed to him to go indoors, to tell her the plan of the house, 
&c., and then her room, and the windows, &c., and furniture, 
and how arranged. This he did as perfectly !" 


On page 492 we read the following: 


"Seven of us encircled the devoted youth. 'Tell us,' we cried, ' 
the exact time each of our watches now in our pockets is.' He 
did : one after another, as he spoke the time, took out his 
watch, and as he spake so it was, to the minute, and sometimes 
to the second ! Before I took out mine, I said, 'What is there 
about my watch ?' 'The glass is broken,' he said, 'and you have 
lost the little hand that goes tic tac, tic tac, in a little circle.' I 
knew it was so. I drew it out, and the time was right to a 
minute : the glass was broken, and the second-hand gone." 


Below is another example from page 494. A soldier who had 
been wounded visted Alexis Didier, and encounters him with a 
blindfold around his eyes (which he often used in attempts to 
demonstrate clairvoyance): 


"Years past away, when a few months since a neighbour of his 
a military man, called upon him, and proposed to take a run 
up to Paris, to see Alexis Didier. ' I think,' said the soldier, ' he 
will be puzzled to find out where I have been wounded.’ It was 
agreed to. They arrive, and find Alexis sitting in due, blind 
bandaged state. 'I have a question to put to you, Alexis.'' Give 
me your hand, Sir.' He felt it a moment. 'lam a military man."' 
I know that.'' Have I been ever wounded? ' 'You have.'' How 
often ?'' Three times.'' Where ?'' There, there, and there’ 
touching the three wounds. ' Were they made by ball or by 
sword ?''This was by sword, those two by musket balls,' fixing 
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his fingers on them ! ' Pardieu, Mons. Alexis,' cried the 
astonished soldier ; ' you are quite right. It is as you say !'" 


On page 497 we have this astonishing account of clairvoyance 
by a blindfolded Alexis Didier: 


"He frequently told his adversary what cards he had in his 
hand, as on one occasion that he had three tens, on another 
that he had four trumps...Once or twice he made mistakes, as 
saying the nine of hearts instead of the seven, but in the great 
majority of instances was right. Another person then took the 
cards, and the same wonders were repeated. He then moved 
away from the table, and played at a distance of about four 
yards from his adversary, but he still told the cards as before, 
and played his own frequently without looking at their 
faces....Alexis was then asked to read, and a volume of Le 
Moyen, Aye Pittoresque, was placed before him. The wool and 
bandages were still unmoved, but he read off from the page 
wherever he was told by any of the visitors, and by myself 
amongst the rest. On one occasion he continued to do so, 
although two hands were placed before his face and the type. 
He seemed, however, to find this somewhat more difficult. He 
was very animated, and talked rapidly as he turned over the 
pages, as if pleased with his own exploits." 


On page 500 we have this account of Alexis Didier reading while 
heavily blindfolded by an inch of cotton and three 
handkerchiefs: 


"Alexis' eyes were bandaged. Lord L. took up a card, and Alexis 
told it after thinking a few seconds. He then extracted one from 
the pack ; and after one mistake Alexis told it correctly. Lord 
Adare then gave him Villemain's Cours de Literature to read, 
(opening a page ;) he held it nearly on a level with his eyes ; - 
so that it was impossible for ordinary vision to act ; there 
being an inch thick of cotton and three handkerchiefs between 
his eyes and the object. He began by spelling the first word : 
and then read more easily, reading a line or two. He then 
turned to another page, and read quite rapidly, the book being 
about twenty degrees below the level of his eyes. Lord Adare 
asked him to read through several pages ; and turned to 
another place and pointed to the right side, in which he had 
seen nothing : he told three words. The party looked over the 
pages, but could not find the words. The same happened again. 
We tried again : he said, 'I see two lines — on one Francois, 
and below Albigeois. ' This was right, four leaves off, and near 
the inside of the page. We turned to another place, and he read, 
‘descendants les anti- quitis mysterieux :' which was right." 


On pages 502-503 we have another of many examples of Alexis 
Didier correctly describing a distant location he had never seen: 
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"Another gentleman now put himself en rapport with Alexis. 

He wished him to follow him in mind into Lincolnshire, and 
describe the house he lived in there. Alexis said, 'I am with you 
: but this house is too large for me to describe. Let us fix on 
some of its rooms.' He then described a library — a small room 
in which there was a bust — not marble, but plaster on a 
pedestal ; and lastly, a very large room, lighted by a dome 
raised from the centre of the ceiling ; he said there were two 
fire-places with white marble chimney- pieces, and spoke in 
terms of admiration of the varied colours of the light admitted 
into this noble apartment. All these points were assented to as 
correct." 


On page 508 we have this account of an ability by Alexis Didier 
to read while blindfolded, with a hand in front of his face: 


"Alexis was bandaged most carefully : cotton-wool and 
handkerchiefs were not merely placed over and below the eyes, 
but over and below the nose : and, in this state, he read six or 
seven lines, out of a French book, opened at random, with an 
ease and a rapidity of utterance that I could scarcely imitate in 
my own language. He repeated the experiment with another 
passage, when the hand of a gentleman was interposed 
between the face and the volume, and he succeeded completely. 
He read a few words, through five or six thick pages of the 
same volume ; and this he did two or three times, not failing 
once." 


On page 508-509 we read that Alexis Didier was able to 
describe an object in a thick closed case, an object he had never 
seen: 


"An officer, of long standing in the army, who was severely 
wounded at Waterloo, and is well known in the highest 
military circles, was one of the company present. He was an 
unbeliever, and knew nothing of mesmerism, and had never 
seen or scarcely heard of Alexis, — but having been 
accidentally invited to join the party, and been told that the 
young man had the power of reading through opaque objects, 
he determined to bring his talent rigidly to the test. 

He produced a morocco case, eight inches long, and an inch 
and a half thick, looking like a surgical instrument case, or a 
small jewel-case. It was placed in the hands of Alexis, who held 
it for a short time in silence, and then gradually and slowly 
gave the following description : 


'The object within the case is a hard substance.’ 
'It is folded in an envelope.' 
The envelope is whiter than the thing itself.' (The envelope 
was a piece of silver-paper.) 
'It is a kind of ivory.' 
Tt has a point (pique) at one end' (which is the case). 
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'It is a bone.' 

"Taken from a body'— 

'From a human body' — 

'From your body.’ 

' The bone has been separated and cut, so as to leave a flat 
side.' 


This was true : the bone, which was a piece of the colonel's leg, 
and sawed off after the wound, is flat towards the part that 
enclosed the marrow. 


Here, Alexis removed the piece of bone from the case, and 
placed his finger on a part, and said, ' The ball struck here.' 
(True.) 


'It was an extraordinary ball, as to its effect.' 


'You received three separate injuries at the same moment.’ 
(Which was the case, for the ball broke or burst into three 
pieces, and injured the colonel in three places in the same leg.) 


‘You were wounded in the early part of the day, whilst 
charging the enemy.' (Which was the fact.)" 


On pages 512-513 we have this astonishing account of 
blindfolded reading by a hypnotized Alexis Didier: 


"Alexis, having been put in a state of somnambulism, had a 
large piece of cotton wool placed over each eye, after which 
three handkerchiefs were closely bound on; he then rose from 
his chair, and placing himself at the table, proceeded to open a 
new pack of cards, which he shuffled and arranged with 
greater rapidity than his antagonist ; he played two or three 
games of ecarte, winning each time, and telling, not only his own cards, 
but those of the other person. One of the guests took from the shelf 
the first book that presented itself; Alexis, then, with his eyes 
bandaged and his outspread hand placed on the page, read the 
passage which the hand covered." 


On page 513 we have another one of countless accounts of 
apparent clairvoyance by Didier that cannot be explained 
through any hypothesis of blindfold trickery, because distant 
objects are being described: 


"Another person then took his hand, and pointing to a 
gentleman, (whose name Alexis did not know,) asked him to 
describe a certain picture in his apartment. He said he saw a 
very large picture without a frame ; at one side was a great 
building, from the windows of which men were firing; in the 
centre was a man on horseback — an dese de I'ecole 
Polytecnique, and round him were a number of men. The 
building was the Louvre, and the scene represented the French 
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Revolution of 1830. All these particulars were correct to the 
letter, and he described some others, which I do not at this 
moment recollect, but which were equally true. He was then 
asked by the same person to describe another picture. He said 
it was large, but not so large as the preceding one : it was a 
portrait representing a man ina very singular costume, — full 
length. He could not exactly describe the costume, but it was 
dark, with a great deal of white in front, and a white stiff ruff 
round the neck : the wearer was fair, with the hair thrown 
back from the temples, and with large whiskers : — this was 
equally correct." 


On page 517 we have the following astonishing account, which 
uses the term "mesmeric trance" to refer to a state of being 
hypnotized: 


"Alexis was in a very few minutes placed in the mesmeric 
trance, and having had his eyes carefully bandaged, played at 
ecarte, read from a book, &c. &c., with great success and 
facility. I then sat down by him, and asked to have some 
conversation with him. He took my hand. I asked him if he 
could tell me where I lived. After a good deal of hesitation he 
said, ' North-east of London ;' and gave the distance very 
correctly in leagues. He then said, ' There is a railroad which 
leads to your part of the country. There are two branches to 
this railroad, and your house is situated on the left branch ; 
and on the right side of that branch — ' He then called for a 
sheet of paper, and began to draw a map of the part of the 
country he was describing. He delineated the railway with 
great correctness, marking the branch which turns off 
eastward at Stratford, and continuing the other to a point 
where he said there was a station. He gave a very minute 
account of the position of this station, answering in all points 
to that of Roydon ; the river running nearly parallel to it, and 
the bridge immediately in front : and he also described with 
much truth the general character and appearance of the 
surrounding country, and said that the railroad extended only 
three or four leagues from this point, which is the fact. He then 
marked on his chart another station, a few miles farther on, 
and gave exactly the relative distant and position of my house 
with these two stations. . He then said, 'Now let us go to your 
house,' and proceeded to give a sketch of the road with its 
various turnings. As he approached the house he was more 
minute, and described with singular correctness the sudden 
descent ; the brook about half as wide as the room, the steep 
ascent on the other side, and the gateway on the right hand of 
the road. He gave the distance of the house from the gateway 
very exactly, mentioned a piece of water on the right with 
ducks upon it, (I keep a few wild-ducks,) and described the 
position of the stables, &c. The perfect accuracy of the whole of 
this minute description was truly astonishing. I then asked him 
if there was any one living in the house during my absence 
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from home. He said, ' Yes ; there was only one person — a 
gentleman, ' (which was the fact); and he then proceeded to 
state his age and describe his character and appearance, as 
correctly as if he had been well and personally known to him." 


At the link here you can read an account of about 50 pages 
describing these and very many other observations as 
impressive as the ones I have quoted above, all of them 
involving reports of clairvoyance by Alexis Didier. No one who 
has read my previous post on hypnotic clairvoyance ("The 
Academic Committee That Found in Favor of Clairvoyance") 
should be enormously surprised by any of these accounts. In 
that post I had described how a committee of the Royal 
Academy of Medicine in France had spent years investigating 
phenomena such as hypnotism and clairvoyance, and had 
issued an 1831 report stating that clairvoyance in a hypnotic 
state was a fact established by the committee's careful 
observations. The observations involving Didier reported by 
the Zoist in 1844 (quoted above) were just further reports of the 
phenomena (clairvoyance under hypnosis) that had been 
thoroughly attested by the official academic report of 1831. 


Although the study of enhanced psychic abilities under 
hypnotism was greatly neglected in the twentienth century, the 
US government funded for many years experiments involving 
something similar, involving an anomalous mental ability to 
discover details about distant locations. There were many 
remarkable successes (some discussed here and here), but they 
were called "remote viewing" rather than clairvoyance. 


Postscript: In the nineteenth century book Natural and 
Mesmeric Clairvoyance we have on page 27 another 
remarkable account of ESP. The patient described was one 
suffering from mental and physical problems so very severe 
that any type of clever swindle on her part would have been 
impossible. Here is the account: 


"It sufficed to call her attention to any object placed in her 
room or in the next room, or in the street, or out of the town, or 
even at enormous distances, to have it described by her as 
perfectly as if she saw it with her eyes. The following are some 
experiments sufficient to prove this assertion. In presence of a 
celebrated Professor of the University, it was agreed to ask her 
to describe a convent in the town, into which neither herself 
nor any of her interrogators had ever entered. Next to describe 
a cellar ina country house, equally unknown to the 
questioners. According to the description she gave, plans were 
designed ; and, on the places being visited, they were found to 
correspond perfectly with the designs made by her dictation. 
She even pointed out the number and position of some barrels 
in the cellar. Odorous substances were discovered by the 
patient with the same promptitude and precision." 
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The Academic Committee That Found in Favor of 
Clairvoyance 


During the nineteenth century very many experiments and 
observations seemed to show that a person who is put in a 
hypnotic trance can show abilities of the mind beyond what he 
could show in a normal state of consciousness. As Jay 
Thompson Hudson said in his book The Law of Psychic 
Phenomena, "The London Society for Psychical Research has 
demonstrated beyond all question the fact that telepathy is a 
power possessed by many; and the early mesmerists have 
shown conclusively that the hypnotic condition is the one of all 
others the most favorable for the development and exhibition of 
that power." 


The discovery of hypnotism stemmed from the late eighteenth 
century teachings of Franz Anton Mesmer. Mesmer advanced a 
theory of “animal magnetism” used as a system of healing, 
obtaining remarkable successes that were hard-to-explain. 
According to an article in the Psi Encyclopedia, “A disciple of 
Mesmer, Marquis de Puységur, discovered a particular 
condition he termed ‘artificial somnambulism,’ a special mental 
state between waking and sleeping, in which a person might 
show ‘lucidity’ regarding matters beyond the limits of normal 
perception, remembering nothing of what had occurred on 
returning to normal consciousness.” According to another work, 
this discovery of "artificial somnambulism" by Chastenet 

de Puységur occurred in 1784. Today this unusual state of 
consciousness is commonly referred to as a hypnotic trance, 
although old literature may refer to it as a state of 
somnambulism or “being magnetized," a reference that comes 
from the term "animal magnetism." 
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Mainstream discussion of official investigations into this topic 
provide us with a glaring example of how materialists cherry- 
pick information they report to us. A mainstream discussion of 
Mesmerism and hypnotism will typically include a discussion of 
a 1784 French scientific committee investigating Mesmerism, 
one that produced a negative report. Such a mainstream 
discussion will typically make no mention at all of the French 
scientific committee created in 1825 to study Mesmerism and 
hypnotism. Of the two, the 1825 committee was a much more 
thorough affair. Instead of rushing out a report in a few months, 
as did the 1784 committee, the committee formed in 1825 took 
six years to reach its result. No doubt the reason we almost 
never hear about this 1825-1831 committee in the mainstream 
literature is that after very carefully investigating the topic, the 
committee found in favor of clairvoyance. 


Let us look at some of what is contained in the 1831 report of 
the 1825-1831 committee of the Royal Academy of Medicine, 
which can be read in full here. The committe consisted of 11 
distinguished figures from the Royal Academy of Medicine, 
mainly doctors and professors (or those with equivalent 
training). 


Using the term “somnambulism” for hypnotism, the report 
states the following: “In the midst of the experiments...other 
attempts were made upon him with the view of observing the 
lucidity (clairvoyance), that is, the power of seeing through the 
closed eyelids, which he was said to possess during 
somnambulism.” After mentioning some initials experiments 
that were not very successful in showing clairvoyance, the 
report describes an encounter which it says let them “verify the 
phenomena of vision with the eyes closed”: 


“We proceeded to ascertain the lucidity (clairvoyance) of the 
somnambulist. He having declared that he could not see with 
the bandage, it was taken off; but then we determined to 
assure ourselves that the eyelids were exactly closed. For this 
purpose, a candle was almost constantly held, during the 
experiments, before the eyes of M. Petit, at a distance of one or 
two inches; and several persons had their eyes continually 
fixed upon his. None of us could perceive the slightest 
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separation of the eyelids. M. Ribes, indeed, remarked that their 
edges were superimposed so that the eye-lashes crossed each 
other....We proceeded to verify the phenomena of vision with 
the eyes closed. M. Ribes, member of the Academy, presented a 
catalogue which he took from his pocket. The somnambulist, 
after some efforts which seemed to fatigue him, read very 
distinctly the words, 'Lavater. Il est bien difficile de connaitre 
les hommes.' The last words were printed in very small 
characters. A passport was placed under his eyes; he 
recognised it, and called it a passe-homme. Some moments 
afterwards, a port d’armes was substituted, which we all know 
to be in almost all respects similar to a passport, and the blank 
side of it was presented to him. M. Petit, at first, could only 
recognise that it was of a particular figure, and very like the 
former. A few moments afterwards, he told us what it was, 
and read distinctly the words, 'De par le roi,' and on the left, 
‘port d’armes.' Again, he was shewn an open letter; he 
declared that he could not read it, as he did not understand 
English. In fact it was an English letter. M. Bourdois took from 
his pocket a snuff-box, upon which there was a cameo set in 
gold. At first the somnambulist could not see it distinctly; he 
said that the gold setting dazzled him. When the setting was 
covered with the fingers, he said that he saw the emblem of 
fidelity. When pressed to tell what this emblem was, he added, 
T see a dog, he is as if on his hind legs before an altar.' This, in 
fact, was what was represented.” 


The investigator then tell us that this M. Petit was able to play 
cards while his eyes were closed: 


“One of the gentlemen present, M. Raynal, formerly inspector 
of the university, played a game at piquet with M. Petit and 
lost it. The latter handled his cards with the greatest dexterity, 
and without making any mistake.....During all this time, we 
never ceased to examine the eyes, and to hold a candle near 
them; and we always found them exactly closed.... Finally, M. 
Bourdois declared, that, according to all human probability, 
and as far as it was possible to judge by the senses, the eyelids 
were exactly closed.” 


Using the word "somnambulist" for someone hypnotized, the 
royal committe report then states that three other hypnotized 
people showed the same clairvoyance: “The wish expressed 
upon this subject by our president was not long of being 
gratified by three somnambulists, who, besides this 
clairvoyance, observed in the preceding case, presented proofs 
of an intuition, and of a prevision very remarkable, whether for 
themselves or for others. “ 


We then get details of a more stringent test: one in which a 
hypnotized person was able to see with clairvoyance even 
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though his eyes were closed and the finger tips of experimenters 
were placed upon his eyes: 


“M. Foissac told us that he was going to set Paul asleep, that in 
this state of somnambulism, a finger should be applied to each 
of his closed eyes, and that, in spite of this complete occlusion 
of the eyelids, he should distinguish the colour of cards, that he 
should read the title of a work, and even some words or lines 
pointed out at random in the body of the work. At the end of 
two minutes of magnetic manipulations, Paul fell asleep. The 
eyelids being kept closed, constantly and alternately by MM. 
Fouquier, Itard, Marc, and the Reporter, there was presented 
to him a pack of new cards, from which the paper covering 
bearing the government stamp was torn off. The cards were 
shuffled, and Paul easily and successively recognised the King 
of Spades, the Ace of Clubs, the Queen of Spades, the Nine of 
Clubs, the Seven of Diamonds, and Queen of Diamonds, and 
the Eight of Diamonds.” 


We then read about a hypnotized person reading information 
from a book while “his eyelids were kept closed by M. Segalas.” 


We are told of an experiment on another day: 


“At another sitting, which took place upon the 13th of March 
following, Paul attempted in vain to distinguish different cards 
which were applied to the pit of the stomach; but he read, with 
his eyes still closed, in a book opened at random, and, at this 
time, it was M. Jules Cloquet who kept his eyes shut. The 
Reporter also wrote upon a slip of paper the words, 
Maximilien Robespierre, which he read equally well.” 


Referring to this person, the report states, “He gave us the most 
undoubted proofs that he read with his eyes closed.” The royal 
committee reached 30 conclusions at the end of their report. 
Conclusion #11 was this: “However, we may conclude with 
certainty that this state exists, when it gives rise to the 
development of new faculties, which have been designated by 
the names of clairvoyance; intuition; internal prevision; or 
when it produces great changes in the physical economy, such 
as insensibility; a sudden and considerable increase of strength; 
and when these effects cannot be referred to any other cause.” 
The 1784 commission does nothing to invalidate such a 
conclusion, as the very phenomenon of hypnotic trances 
explored by the 1824-1831 committee was only discovered in 
1784 by de Puységur, possibly after the 1784 commission's 
report was written. 


The ability of hypnotized people to show heightened success in 
ESP experiments was abundantly corroborated by numerous 
subsequent experiments by other investigators. A Dr. Texte 
cited by Flammarion (in his book The Unknown on page 
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246) reported that a woman put it into a hypnotic trance 
“followed a conversation during which I expressed myself only 
mentally,” and that she “answered the questions which I 
addressed to her in this manner.” In the pages preceding and 
following this, Flammarion describes quite a few cases of people 
who seemed to show dramatic ESP while under 

hypnosis. On page 158 of Death and Its Mystery: Before 

Death by Camille Flammarion, we have an account by Dr. G. de 
Messimy of a patient who was put under hypnosis: 


"My subject's lucidity went so far as even to read the 

thoughts of those present. ... Having placed twelve members 
of the society before the subject ... we asked each one of them to 
think freely of a chosen flower, without telling its name to any 
one. ... Then turning toward the subject, we asked him to 
name out loud the flower each of these persons had thought 
about, and he named them all, without the least hesitation and 
without making a single mistake, as if he were reading from a 
book of human thought." 


In many nineteenth experiments subjects placed under 
hypnosis seem to display dramatically better telepathic abilities. 
An example is described on pages 73-74 of Sir William Barrett's 
book Psychical Research: 


"One of the most interesting experiments was made when in 
answer to my request that she would mentally visit London 
and go to Regent Street, she correctly described the optician's 
shop of which I was thinking. As a matter of fact, I found, upon 
subsequent inquiry, that the girl had never gone fifty miles 
away from her remote Irish village. Nevertheless, not only did 
she correctly describe the position of this shop, but told me of 
some large crystals of Iceland spar (‘that made things look 
double’) which I knew were in the shop, and that a big clock 
hung outside over the entrance, as was the case. It was 
impossible for the subject to gain any information of these 
facts through the ordinary channels of sense, as there was no 
conversation about the matter. My friend, the late Mr. W. E. 
Wilson, F.R.S., was present when these experiments were 
made in his father's house, and in answer to my request he 
subsequently wrote to me confirming them, saying, 'We proved 
beyond all doubt that the subject was able to read the thoughts 
of the mesmerizer.'" 


On pages 278-279 of the 1906 book Enigmas of Psychical 
Research by the distinguished researcher James Hyslop, we 
read an account of clairvoyance, told by a Professor Gregory, 
who recalls speaking to a hypnotized female who he asked to do 
some "remote viewing" of a distant location. The woman 
described a great number of details of a place she had never 
seen, showing uncanny accuracy. 
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Although hypnotism has been senselessly neglected by 
academic researchers in the past hundred years, there have 
been many experiments showing that a rather altered state of 
consciousness somewhat similar to hypnotism can cause scores 
in ESP tests to become higher. ESP researchers developed what 
is called the ganzfeld protocol, in which subjects are placed in a 
state of sensory deprivation. Under very many ESP experiments 
in which the expected chance result was 25%, ganzfeld 
experiments produced results of between 32% and 37%, as 
shown below, inexplicable without some kind of ESP occurring. 


TABLE 3 
REMOTE VIEWING AND GAN?FELB REPLICATIONS 
Hit rate 3 Effect size 


Laboratary Season 


All rerniete viewing at SRI 77O nA. o709 

All remote viewing at SAIC 445 ra, 0230 

PRL, Princeton, MJ Fake 0.167 

| University of Amsterdam, the aT % 02761 
Metherlands 

University of Edinburgh, Scotland F 35% OV? 


Institute for Parapsychology, MC 33% Oy 


Ganzfeld results reported here (page 135), expected hit rate of 25% 


On page 106 of his 1901 book, Hudson makes the following 
interesting comments: 


"Tt is well known that the early mesmerists constantly and 
habitually developed telepathic powers in their subjects. 
Causing their subjects to obey mental orders was a common 
platform experiment half a century ago. These experi= 
ments were often made, under test conditions, by the most 
careful and conscientious scientists, and the results are rea 
corded in the many volumes on the subject written at the 
time. Many of these works were written by scientists whose 
methods of investigation were painstaking and accurate to 
the last degree. In the light of the developments of mod 
ern science, in the light of the demonstrations, by the 
members of the London Society for the Promotion of 
Psychical Research, of the existence of telepathic power, 
we cannot read the works of the old mesmerists without 
having the conviction forced upon us that telepathy was 
developed by their experiments to a degree almost un- 
known at the present day. Why it is that the power to des 
velop that phenomenon by mesmerists has been lost or has 
fallen into desuetude, is a question of the gravest scientific 
interest and importance. The hostility and ridicule of the 
academicians undoubtedly had its effect on many minds, 
and caused many scientific investigators to shrink from 
publicly avowing their convictions or the results of their 
investigations." 
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I previously said that a person who is put in a hypnotic trance 
can show dramatic new abilities that he did not possess in a 
normal state of consciousness, using the plural. Besides 
clairvoyance, a hypnotized person might display powers of 
memory recollection far beyond anything he possesses in a 
waking state. Such a reality is discussed on page 36 of a history 
of hypnotism: 


"It is a very characteristic and constant fact that the deeply- 
hypnotized, upon waking, remember nothing of all that has 
taken place during the sleep, whereas, if again put to sleep, 
they then very clearly remember what they have thought or 
experienced during previous hypnoses. It seems as if there 
were two separate forms of life, the normal, wakeful life and 
the somnambulistic life, each with its experience, its memory; 
that the two spheres are rather independent of each other ; 
that the personality is doubled, as it were. These spheres 

are not entirely without connection, for it is a second 
characteristic quality of the somnambulistic memory, that it 
holds not only remembrances from previous somnambulic 
states, but also from the wakeful state, and these much more 
lively than the normal. As long-forgotten things can return 
during natural sleep in dreams, so the memory 

during hypnosis can show an incredible acuteness as to past 
events and impressions received long ago, which otherwise in 
the wakeful state cannot be brought to consciousness even with 
the greatest effort." 


Another book on hypnotism says the same thing: 


"The memory of the hypnotized subject is greater 

than in the waking state, and its exaltation sometimes 
seems to be imbued with a miraculous lucidity. 
Somnambulists, Monsieur Richet tells us, describe 

with an extraordinary amount of detail the places 

they have formerly seen, the things they have witnessed." 


Referring to the same person (Nobel Prize winner Charles 
Richet), the book gives this interesting account: 


"Monsieur Ch. Richet has invented an experiment which 
illustrates this phenomenon. 'T send V to sleep, I recite 

some verses to her, and then I awake her. She 

remembers nothing. I again send her to sleep, and she 
remembers perfectly the verses I recited. I awake her, and she 
has again forgotten everything.'” 

On page 115 of the book Thirty Years of Psychical Reseearch by 
Nobel Prize winner Charles Richet we have a long 17-page 
section entitled "Experiments on Hypnotized Subjects." It 
contains many reports of showing clairvoyance under 
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hypnotism. For example, on page 116 we read the following: 


"William Gregory, professor of chemistry at the University of 
Edinburgh, verified that Major Buckley was able to develop 
lucidity in several hypnotizable subjects sufficiently to enable 
them to read correctly mottoes, letters, addresses, and 
postmarks, enclosed in envelopes or in shut boxes of wood or 
cardboard. In one case Sir T. Wiltshire had written 'concert' 
intending to write 'correct.' The seer read it as 'concert.' Sir T. 
Wiltshire said this was an error, but on opening the box the 
word was seen to be 'concert.'" 


Later in the section we read the following (using the term 
"somnambulic state" for a hypnotic state): 


"Dr. Ferroul, the mayor of Narbonne and deputy for the 

Aube, made some noteworthy experiments on the lucidity of 
Anna B., a young woman whom he put into the somnambulic 
state....some further interesting experiments were made with 
Anna, which at first seemed to establish the fact of her vision 
through opaque paper. A line was written, 'Your party is 
certainly killing itself by subservience.' This was folded, put 
into an outer green envelope, enclosing another envelope, and 
the whole wrapped in two pieces of squared paper. The writing 
was read by Anna. Grasset, the eminent professor of the 
Medical Faculty of Montpellier, subsequently gave Dr. Ferroul 
another opaque envelope containing two verses that were 
immediately read by Anna." 


The Encyclopedia Brittanica tells us this: "Enhancement 

of memory function (hypermnesia) under hypnosis and in some 
pathological states was frequently described by 19th-century 
medical writers." In his relatively recent paper Hypnotic 
Hypermnesia: A Critical Review, Bellinger stated the following: 


"The scientific literature on hypnotic hypermnesia is reviewed. 
The results suggest that hypnosis consistently enhances recall 
of meaningful material when recall is measured in a free 
narrative format. Recall of nonsense material is generally not 
improved by hypnosis." 


According to page 8 of the Master's Thesis here, four different 
experimental studies between 1932 and 1954 showed 
hypermnesia (an unusual improved memory recall) when 
testing subjects who were asked to recall meaningful material 
when the subjects were hypnotized. 
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Cases of "Impossible" Writing or "Impossible" 
Speech 


In the literature of the paranormal, we sometimes find cases in 
which we are told that someone wrote what it should have been 
impossible for that person to write, or when we are told that 
some speech occurred that seemed beyond any natural 
explanation. An example of the first thing can be found on page 
484 of Volume II of the book Human Personality and Its 
Survival of Bodily Death by Frederic Myers. Hugh Junor 
Browne and Elizabeth Browne stated the following: 


"When our daughter Nelly was nearly five years old, she had 
not learned a single letter of her alphabet. She had certainly 
received no instruction whatever. One day her elder sister was 
writing automatically. To please the child, we put a pencil in 
her hand. Presently we observed that she had written some 
words, and on looking we saw that the words were, 'Tama 
mesmeric medium.'" 


On the next page A. E. Hempstead states the following about a 
young Etta who had never been taught any letter of the 
alphabet, and who was brought to school for the first time: 


"The first morning of her attendance a slate and pencil 

were given her to keep her quiet ; she scribbled awhile, when it 
was noticed that she had written very distinctly the name 
Emma. As it was known that the child had never been inside of 
a school before, and that she knew no single letter of the 
alphabet, it was a great surprise. The slate belonged to some of 
the pupils, hence was not preserved by the young ladies. I 
regretted the loss of such a rare test of spirit control, and urged 
them, should such a thing ever occur again, to preserve it. The 
child attended the day following, and instead of slate a leaf 
from a tablet and lead pencil were given her. After she had 
amused herself awhile she returned the paper, and it was seen 
that a number of attempts to write the name Emma had been 
made. As she handed in the paper she said, 'Nozer,' and 
another sheet was given, with an improvement; the third 

was, given, when upon either side was written with bold 
running hand, 'your aunt Emma,' quite as large and perfect as 
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the above." 


A Laura Hempstead testified to the same thing, and a statement 
from the mother testified that the child had not been taught the 
alphabet when this occurred. 


The author Robert Dale Owen (who was once a US 
congressman) wrote the long fascinating work Footfalls on the 
Boundary of Another World, a work on the paranormal which 
you can read here on archive.org. I recently discovered another 
long fascinating work by Owen, a book that has the rather poor 
title The Debatable Land Between This World and the Next, 
with Illustrative Narrations. The book gives us some 
fascinating accounts of "impossible writing." 


On page 434 Owen tells of a beautiful young Violet he knew, a 
woman who died 40 years previously. On page 445 he 
discusses how (in the presence of a Mr. Foster and a Miss P.) he 
saw the name of this departed friend mysteriously written on a 
piece of paper. He then tells us this about Mr. Foster: 


"His arm seemed slightly convulsed, as by a feeble electric 
shock ; and he said : 'The name is on my arm ;' whereupon he 
bared his left arm to the elbow, and I read thereon distinctly 
the name Violet. I did not, however, pronounce it, but left him 
to spell it out, letter by letter. The letters looked as if they had 
been traced by a painter's brush, with pink color...Miss P had 
never heard Violet's name ; nor, as I have already stated, had 
Mr. Foster." 


On page 56 of the very interesting book On the Edge of the 
Etheric by James Arthur Findlay, we have some descriptions of 
apparently paranormal speech at a seance of what is called a 
direct voice medium: 


"On the first occasion I experienced these voices 

I was decidedly suspicious, and yet as the seance 
went on I wondered how it would be possible for any 
man, even if he had accomplices, to carry on such an 
imposture for over three hours. Thirty separate 
voices spoke that night, of different tone and accent, 
they gave their names, their correct earth addresses 
and spoke to the right people, were recognised, and 
referred to intimate family affairs. Never once was 

a mistake made and the darkness really increased the 
evidence in favour of the genuineness of the whole 
proceedings, as, difficult as it would be to remember 
everyone’s departed friends and relations and their 
family affairs in the light, it would be doubly so in 
the dark, because fifteen people were present and the 
medium would have to remember exactly where each 
one was sitting. The voice on every occasion spoke 
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in front of the person who recognised the name, the 

earth address and the details which were given. 

It was all very mystifying, and the fact that 

sometimes two or three voices spoke at once did not make it 
less so." 


On page 57 the same author tells of a seemingly paranormal 
voice speaking at a seance: 


"So ran my thoughts that memorable night of 

the 20th September 1918, when suddenly a voice 
spoke in front of me. I felt scared. A man sitting 

next to me said ‘Someone wants to speak to you, 
friend,' so I said 'Yes, who are you?’ 'Your 

father, Robert Downie Findlay,' the voice replied, 
and then went on to refer to something that only he 
and I and one other ever knew on earth, and that 
other, like my father, was some years dead. I was 
therefore the only living person with any knowledge 
of what the voice was referring to. That was extra- 
ordinary enough, but my surprise was heightened 
when, after my father had finished, another voice 
gave the name of the other person who on earth knew 
about the subject, and this voice continued the con= 
versation which my father had begun. No spy 
system, however thorough, no impersonation by the 
medium or by any accomplices, could be responsible 
for this, and moreover I was an entire stranger to 
everyone present. I did not give my name when I 
entered the room, I knew no one in that room, and no one 
knew me or anything about me." 


On page 64 Findlay gives this impressive summary of 
experiences with mysterious arises arising in seances: 


"Eighty-three separate voices have spoken to me. or 
to personal friends I have brought with me ; two 
hundred and eighty-two separate communications 
have been given to me or to them ; one hundred and 
eighty of these I class 'Al,' as it was impossible 

for the medium or any other person present to have 
known about them ; one hundred I class as ' A2,' 


as by means of the newspaper or reference books the medium 


could have found them out." 


In the chapter beginning on page 92 Findlay gives three 


examples of such "A1" communications, the first one involvin 
> 


Findlay's soldier brother speaking to a mysterious voice 


claiming to be a dead soldier, one who seemed to know quite a 


few details known only to Findlay's brother and his fellow 
soldiers. 
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In his book The Voices (which can be read here) the writer 
William Usborne Moore (formerly a Vice-Admiral) discusses his 
experiences with the medium Etta Wriedt. The excellent 
scholarly work Psychics, Sensitives and Somnambules by 
Rodger I. Anderson says this on page 186 about Wriedt: 


"Wriedt's voices regularly carried on intelligent conversations 
in Arabic, Croatian, Dutch, French, German, Italian, 
Norwegian, Serbian, and Spanish....Wriedt's communicators 
were often very successful in identifying themselves to the 
sitters, providing correct names and personal histories, 
referrring to facts and circumstances that were unknown to 
the sitter at the time but subsequently verified as 
correct....Wriedt was investigated scores of times by multiple 
researchers, all finding in her favor." 


Moore's long 400-page book (published in 1913) gives very 
many accounts corroborating such claims. He describes 

seances occurring mainly in 1912, in a room without any audio 
equipment, at a time when all voice transmission technology 
was bulky and primitive. The loudspeaker was not really 
invented until four years later, judging from this quote: "When 
Bell Labs introduced the first electronic vacuum tube amplifier 
in 1916, the true loudspeaker became possible." (Another source 
dates 1915 as the date when the first "practical dynamic audio 
speakers" were invented.) 


For example, on page 6 we read this about a mysterious voice 
speaking at a seance: 


"Then, to my own and my Croatian friend's astonishment, a 
loud voice began to talk to him in the Croatian 

language. It was an old friend, a physician by pro- 

fession, who died suddenly from heart disease. My 

friend Hinkovitch could not identify who that might 

have been, but they continued for some time the con- 
versation in their native tongue, of which, naturally, 

I heard and understood every word. Mrs. Wriedt, for 

the first time in her life, heard how the Croatian 

language sounds." 


On page 51 Moore quotes a friend of his (Colonel E. R. Johnson) 
describing his experiences hearing mysterious voices at a 
seance: 


"This was the first voice heard at the daylight seance. All the 
others were identified with certainty. They consisted of seven 
relatives, some of whom spoke only once, others on three or 
four occasions. Several times the individual conversations 
must have lasted from twenty minutes to half an hour, and 
related to incidents and events which could not have been 
known to the medium, and in some cases to anybody 
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now living except myself. References were made to 

objects that have disappeared for twenty or thirty years, 
which were accurately described, and, on the other 

hand, to conversations and events which took place 

between the seances. Besides relatives, I was spoken to by 
seven personal friends and acquaintances, and three of these 
asked me to carry messages to living people. In one case 

an incident was referred to which was entirely unknown 

to me, but which I afterwards ascertained to be quite correct." 


To give another of countless examples in Moore's long book, on 
page 190 we read this account by Mr. Munro in 1912 hearing a 
mysterious "spirit voice" at a seance of Etta Wriedt: 


"The first spirit to speak was my cousin's late husband, Joe 
Crowther ; and I must confess that I felt a little disappointed, 
for in no way could I recognise the voice, or any other 
particular char- 

acteristic. It was not long ere the voice approached, and 
held conversation with myself, which, of course, was what 
I desired. After the usual preliminaries, I asked this 

spirit if he remembered the last conversation he and I 

had had together ; to which he answered : ' Yes, per- 
fectly.' Q.: 'If you remember that, can you tell me 

what it was about ?'A. : 'Do you mean to say you do 

not remember?’ Q.: 'Tremember perfectly; but it 

would convince me much more that this was indeed you, 
Joe, if you could detail it to me.'A.: ' Well, do you 
remember I was showing you some photographic mining 
prints I had. taken, and explained the various strata ?' 
(This was exactly what took place.) Q.: 'Yes, that 

is quite correct. And now, can you tell me where we 

had that conversation, and if anyone else was present 
besides ourselves?’ A.: 'It took place in this house.' 

Q.: ' Yes, but in which room?'A.: 'In the library, 

and there was no other person present.' I may say that 
nobody, to my knowledge, ever knew of that 

conversation besides Joe Crowther and myself." 


Could this have been mind-reading and some kind of 
ventriloquism by Mrs. Wriedt? Apparently not, for Mr. Munro 
states the following on page 191: 


"At the same time my friend Joe continued to speak to me quite 
clearly, without the trumpet. I distinctly heard his voice, 

the voice of the trumpet, and Mrs. Wriedt's voice 
(endeavouring to explain some message which the 

recipient could not quite grasp) ; that is to say, three 

distinct voices speaking at once." 


On pages 239-240 a witness gives this account of mysterious 
voices at seances of Mrs. Wriedt: 
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"One evening a lady was present who is a professional 
musician, and, as there was some delay, she consented, 
after considerable pressing, to sing. Hardly had she 
began the ‘Jewel Song' from Faust when a strong 

tenor voice came from the trumpet and sung the song 
with her, making a wonderful duet. She afterwards told 
us that it was her husband's voice, and that no one but 
herself knew that he used to sing this song with her." 


On pages 324-325 we have testimony by an Edith K. Harper 
who attended very many of Etta Wriedt's seances. She states 
she heard messages given in French, German, Italian, Spanish, 
Norwegian, Dutch and Arabic, "with which the medium was 
quite unacquanted" and "two, three and even four spirit voices 
speaking simultaneously to different sitters." She also reports 
the appearance of luminous "etherealized" forms, as Moore 
does on quite a few times. 


At the link here you can read an edition of the Annals of 
Psychical Science (Volume 8, Number 49). The first article is by 
Professor Charles Richet, and is entitled "My Experiments with 
Madame X." Richet discusses experiments in Paris, France with 
a woman who would write in Greek. The Greek she wrote was 
sometimes quotations from ancient Greek literature (for 
example, some of the Greek consisted of quotations from Plato's 
Apology). Such writing was inexplicable, because this woman 
did not know any Greek. Richet witnessed the woman produce 
the Greek writing below. 
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Richet states this on page 23: 


"In the first place, Mme. X. does not know Greek. Certainly it is 
impossible to prove absolutely that a person does not know a 
language. It is easy to prove that one knows a foreign 
language, but it is radically impossible to prove that one is 
ignorant of it. However, we can establish the following facts: 
that Greek is a difficult language to learn, and cannot be 
acquired offhand: that Mme. X. has never, either in her 
childhood or later, studied Greek books; that she has no Greek 
books at her home; that neither her husband, nor her sister, 
nor her children, nor her friends, nor I have ever seen her 
studying Greek; and consequently, .even a priori, the 
improbability that she has studied Greek and knows Greek is 
very great." 


Richet was the winner of a Nobel Prize in Physiology or 
Medicine. He is the author of the classic parapsychology work 
"Thirty Years of Psychical Research," which you can read online 
here. 


The word xenoglossy is used for such an ability to write and 
speak in a language you never learned. A much more modern 
case of xenoglossy is described in a publication of the 
Parapsychological Association (Volume 9, Issue 1). In the 
article "A Case of Xenoglossy" on page 18, we read the 
following: 


"We examine the case of a Caucasian 32-year-old female 
psychiatric patient (Jacquie) living in San Diego, California, 
who spontaneously spoke, wrote, and translated complicated 
Sanskrit-related languages about spiritual concepts from four 
different traditions. Eleven hours of video recordings of these 
phenomena were taken from June 6th — July 31st, 1983. She 
had no prior knowledge of these ancient languages, concepts, 
or traditions. Jackie heard 14 Sanskrit messages consisting of 
from 5 to 8 lines that she immediately wrote down 
phonetically in English script in various situations, including 
four while she was in a psychiatric hospital and under 

watch while heavily medicated. Additional recordings show 
Jackie in a trance, spontaneously speaking phrases and 
uttering incomplete messages in Sanskrit-related languages. A 
review of the patient’s life and an analysis of the 

complex messages she received provide compelling evidence 
that she could not have learned this composite of languages 
secretly nor constructed the text by culling the necessary 
materials during this pre-internet period. The patient was 
unable to hold a job because of frequent episodes of severe 
headache and seizure-like activity thought to be psychogenic in 
nature; periodic hospitalizations were required to protect her 
from suicide; and she needed federal assistance for food, 
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money, and medical care. These medical, 

psychological, economic, and social problems made it further 
unlikely that she could travel and perform the necessary study 
of obscure texts to master the topic." 


Postscript: On pages 397-400 of the interesting book Death: 
Its Causes and Phenomena, With Special Reference to 
Immortality co-authored by Hereward Carrington, we have an 
account of an inexplicable voice at a seance. A man at the seance 
asked the voice about an incident that only he and his deceased 
father knew of. The voice was able to exactly and accurately 
answer various questions about the incident, describing how the 
father took his son for the first time to a military college, heard 
the son called a rat, sat with his son on a log, and saw his son 


cry. 


In the interesting 1907 book The Psychic Riddle by Isaac Funk 
(pages 86 - 151) we have an interesting account of seances with 
the medium Emily K. French. Funk (the same Funk of the 
famous Funk and Wagnall's dictionary) reported that at such 
seances there would very often occur most mysteriously a 
booming male voice claiming to be that of a deceased American 
Indian. Funk said that this could not have been some 
ventriloquism from the old, frail and female Emily, because her 
voice was often heard (by Funk and other witnesses) at the 
same time as this booming male voice. This was before audio 
speaker technology was advanced enough to allow faking such 
an effect. Funk tried a test in which Emily was asked to hold 
two-tablespoons of colored water in her mouth. The booming 
male voice was still heard. Emily then spit out the colored 
water, which was found to be the same two tablespoons. 
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Twentieth-Century Evidence for Psi 


In previous posts (here, here, here and here) I have discussed 
experimental evidence for extrasensory perception (ESP). In 
other posts (here, here and here) I have discussed nineteenth 
century or early twentieth century anecdotal evidence for ESP. 
Let us now look at some anecdotal evidence for psi from the 
twentieth century. 


On pages 16 to 17 of Louisa Rhine's book Hidden Channels of 
the Mind, we have an account by a woman named Marion who 
was contemplating suicide. Suddenly she heard "as clearly as if 
it were in the room" a voice saying, 'Don't do that, Marion !'" 
She recognized the voice as being that of a friend living far 
away. Soon she received an air mail special delivery letter from 
that very friend, who said she been "wakened in the middle of 
the night by the urgent sense" that Marion needed help, and 
who said that she had "arisen and prayed for" Marion until 
dawn. Most ESP accounts are merely "one-way" accounts that 
tell of one person who seems to get the thought of another, but 
in this account we seem to have a "two-way" transmission of 
thought from Marion to her friend, and also from the friend to 
Marion. 


On pages 20-21 of the same book, we have an account of a 
husband who finds a lost jewelry item after looking in the exact 
place he saw in a dream. On page 24 we read of a grandmother 
who had a dream of her baby grandson smothering in his 
blankets. She called her son-in-law at 3:45 AM, warned him of 
the smothering, and was told that he had just discovered such a 
problem. On pages 33-34 we have an account of a daughter who 
was raped, and then told a few days later by her mother of a 
dream which "was practically word for word what happened." 
The daughter had not yet told the mother about what had 
happened. 


On page 46 we have this account that sounds like something in 
a "soap opera" drama: 


"In North Carolina, in 1945, the waitress in a cafe had as a 
patron a handsome young man who began to pay attention to 
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her. He said he was a salesman from Boston, single, and asked 
her to go to a movie with him. After several dates, she began to 
fallin love with him, and soon they talked of marriage. One 
evening he said he would have to make a quick business trip 
back to Boston, but would return in a week and they would 
then set the date. The night after he left she had a dream. A 
sad, frail woman with dark brown hair and in the last stages 
of pregnancy appeared to her, and said she was the man's 
wife. The next day the waitress learned, from someone who 
had overheard a telephone conversation, that it was not a 
business trip to Boston that had recalled her friend, but a call 
from his wife who was about to have a baby. The man 
returned in a week, and when confronted with the story that 
had been revealed by the telephone conversation, admitted his 
duplicity, and that the description of the woman in the dream 
fitted his wife." 


On page 55 we read this striking account of a dream that 
seemed to very exactly match reality occurring at the same time 
as the dream (and also predict some words that were soon 
spoken): 


"I awoke from a terrible nightmare. I saw my husband 
standing in the bedroom door, his face all bloody and beaten 
up, clothing covered with blood and he was saying, 'Don't be 
alarmed, Mother. I just had a little accident.' I jumped out of 
bed, turned on the light and there was no one there. So I looked 
at the clock and the time was nearly ten-thirty p.m. I went 
back to bed; around midnight I was awakened again, and 
there standing in the bedroom door was my husband, face all 
beaten up, clothing all bloody, looking just like I had seen him 
two hours before and he said, 'Don't be alarmed, Mother. I've 
just had a little accident.'I said, 'What time did this happen?" 
He said, 'Around ten-thirty p.m.'" 


On page 64 we have an account of a divorced mother meeting 
with her daughter. Suddenly the mother had a "expression of 
astonishment" and stated to the daughter "your father is getting 
married." The daughter said that was impossible, that she had 
got a letter from her father a short time ago in which no such 
thing was mentioned. But it was later found that the father had 
indeed remarried on the very night in which the mother had the 
strange thought. 


On page 65 we have an account of a mother who had the strange 
feeling that her son Harold (long away in the Merchant Marine) 
would make a surprise return at long last on a Sunday: 


"I knew Harold was coming Sunday and someone must be 
home to greet him. My sons knew I had not heard from him. 
They acted as if they thought I was losing my mind....On 
Sunday morning I put the house in order and sat down to wait 
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for Harold. At last it was four-thirty and I began to feel a little 


let down, when I heard someone come running upstairs, two at 


a time — and in came Harold! I said, 'Well, it's about time. I've 
been waiting all afternoon for you.' He looked so puzzled. 
'How did you know I was coming? I didn't write.' I said, 'Oh, I 
just knew it.'" 


On page 70 we have this account: 


"A salesman in Arkansas, whose home was in St. Louis, went 
to bed one night tired out and expecting a good night's rest. It 
did not work out that way, however. Instead of sleeping, he 
found himself wider awake by the minute. Finally, as he says: 
‘At about three o'clock I began to have a peculiar urge to 
return to St. Louis, an urge such as I had never before 
experienced. It seemed as if, regardless of plan or reason, I 
simply must return to St. Louis. The more I thought of it, the 
more I tried to call it foolish, the stronger became the urge. 
Then I remembered that about four o'clock the train to St. 
Louis came through. At that, my urge became unbearable and 
a short time later I was aboard the train. I went directly to my 
home in the suburbs of St. Louis, and my brother met me in the 
yard saying, 'I am glad you got my telegram." 'What 
telegram?’ I asked. 'T didn't get any telegram. What has 
happened?’ 'Well,' said my brother, 'Papa died just an hour 


on 


ago. 


On page 92 of the same book we have this account of a dream 
that proved to be remarkably accurate: 


"During World War II the fiance of a girl in New York was 
stationed in England. For over a week she had not heard from 
him. Then one night she saw him in a dream, as she says, 
‘sitting at a typewriter in an office full of empty desks looking 
troubled and with perspiration dripping from his face. I awoke 
weeping and "knowing" that he was ill. The next day I wrote 
him about the dream and my letter crossed in the mail with 
his, telling me that for several days he had been assigned to 
work in the office, and that on the day of my dream he had 
been given the task of typing top-secret troop movement 
orders. For this he was required to stay at his desk alone and 
unable to leave the office until the work was finished. He 
worked far into the night even though, he wrote me, he was 
sick with a fever. He felt he should finish the job and so told no 
one how badly he felt. He nearly had pneumonia.'" 


On pages 93-94 of the same book, we read a story of a man 
whose female love interest was imprisoned during the 
incredibly harsh Stalinist persecutions of the 1930's. The man 
had a dream of the lady being in a cell playing chess with 
another person, which was a most improbable thing given the 
harsh conditions suffered by the imprisoned during such a 
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time. After the woman was released, the man learned that the 
woman had actually played chess with another prisoner, using 
chess pieces made from black bread. 


On page 169 of the same book, we read this account: 


"In North Dakota one night, a woman whose son was in a 

boys' school two-hundred miles away, was walking into her 
living room when she suddenly heard the son call, 'Mom,' so 
clearly she turned around in surprise to see if he were behind 
her. A letter a few days later told how he had broken his arm in 
basketball that evening. She learned that at the time she heard 
him call, his pain was so intense he thought he could not bear 
i 


On page 179 of the same book we read a rather similar account 
involving a worse outcome a little after 11 o'clock: 


"It occurred on the night of October 27, 1948. 1 was in bed 
resting, reading a little. My husband was lecturing at a school 
some miles away. Finally I turned off the light and was falling 
asleep when I was brought back to full consciousness by my 
heart suddenly beginning to beat like a sledge hammer. I 
turned on the light. It was a few moments after eleven. I lay 
down again, only to have the furious beating get worse still. It 
felt as if my heart was leaping out of my body. I couldn't 
imagine what was happening, and got very frightened. But 
after a little time the wild beating ceased and I dozed off. At 
twelve-thirty the doorbell rang. Two policemen were there to 
tell me my husband had died of a cerebral hemorrhage at a 
little after eleven." 


On page 236 of the same book we read an account of a psychic 
experience which has a happier ending: 


"T was almost at the center of Patterson when I knew — but I 
cannot explain how I knew — that I had to get home very 
quickly. I simply was filled with panic. I got off the bus and 
immediately took a return bus home. I found that my husband 
and daughter had decided to nap on the sofa in the living room 
and the house was filling with gas. My daughter had played at 
the stove and had turned on all the gas jets while my husband 
napped. Then she had lain down beside him and fallen asleep, 
too. Ican remember nothing more than the feeling of panic 
and the need to forget shopping and return home." 
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Below we have a video that may be evidence for precognition, 
an anomalous sensing of the fugure. In the clip from the late 
twentieth century, the mighty Tigers hitter Cecil Fielder knocks 
a baseball out of Tiger Stadium. Hitting a ball out of a major 
league stadium is so rare I can never recall seeing it done in all 
of the countless baseball games I've watched on television. What 
is interesting is the sports announcer's comment around the 52 
second mark in the clip. Just after Cecil hits a totally routine 
and not-at-all-impressive "foul back" sending the ball straight 
behind him (a very routine and measly result no sane hitter 
would ever brag about), the announcer for some very strange 
reason states that if Cecil had got a better swing on the ball, he 
might have hit the baseball out of the stadium. Two pitches 
later Cecil does just precisely that, literally hitting a ball out of 
the stadium. It is as if the announcer somehow had some 
paranormal premonition that just such a thing was about to 
happen. 


Postscript: Today I was talking to my two daughters, and one 
of them was mentioning some online gaming system. As she 
spoke I was thinking of the very old board game Clue, and was 
remembering the little cards and envelopes in that game (which 
I haven't played in many, many years). Before I could mention 
the game Clue, my daughter mentioned that you could play Clue 
online. I told her I was thinking of just that game before she 
mentioned it. I asked her if she had played that game online, 
and she said she had not. This is one of several cases in which it 
seemed like telepathy between me and her. You can read of two 
other cases here. 
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More Early Twentieth Century Evidence for 
Paranormal Phenomena 


In the post here I discussed some early twentieth century 
evidence for paranormal phenomena. In this post I will discuss 
additional evidence for the paranormal from such a time. 


On page 112 of the book Enigmas of Psychical Research by 
James Hyslop, we read an account by Caroline Barber that 
reminded me of two events I have experienced myself. We read 
the following: 


"IT had one day been spending the morning in shopping, and 
returned by train just in time to sit down with my children to 
our early family dinner. My youngest child — a sensitive, 
quick-witted little maiden of two years and six weeks old — 
was one of the circle. Dinner had just commenced, when I 
suddenly recollected an incident in my morning's experience 
which I had intended to tell her, and I looked at the child with 
the full intention of saying, 'Mother saw a big, black dog ina 
shop, with curly hair,' catching her eyes in mine, as I paused 
an instant before speaking. Just then something called off my 
attention, and the sentence was not uttered. What was 

my amazement, about two minutes afterward, to hear my little 
lady announce, ' Mother saw a big dog ina shop.'I gasped. ' 
Yes, I did !'I answered ; ' but how did you know ? ''With 
funny hair,' she added, quite calmly, and ignoring my 
question.” 


I have had experiences just like this with my own family 
members. Once I was at a zoo with my two daughters. We had 
not seen any apes that day, and were not close to any glass. For 
some reason I thought of a time about 10 years earlier when the 
three of us had briefly seen a gorilla just behind a wall of glass. I 
was just about to say something like, "Do you remember that 
time years ago when we saw that gorilla behind the glass?" An 
instant later, before I said anything like that, one of my 
daughters asked me exactly that question. On another day, I 
was just about to say, "See you later, alligator" to the same 
daughter. But I decided not to say that, thinking that she might 
be offended by such a remark. So I simply said, "See you later." 
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She then said, "See you later, alligator" -- a phrase I had never 
heard her use before. 
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On page 85-86 of the book Death and Its Mystery: Before 
Death by the astronomer Camille Flammarion, we read of a 
man who had a horse accident that caused him to break his 
collarbone while he was trying to return home. At the very same 
time, his wife far away was struck by the conviction that her 
husband must have died or been injured. 


On page 33 of Volume 7 of the Annals of Psychical Science 
(1908), we have an account of a woman who went into trance 
and started to speak with the "voice, gestures, and play of 
features habitual with" her mother, and that "strange to say, her 
eyes changed color; being naturally brown, they became blue, 
the color of" her mother's eyes. 


On page 556 of Volume 6 of the Annals of Psychical Science 
(1907), we have the following statement asserting that levitation 
and apparitions of hands were observed under carefully 
controlled conditions, by quite a few distinguished scientists 
and professors: 


"A SERIES of seances with Eusapia Paladino have just been 
held in Naples. They have been perhaps more important than 
all that have preceded them, because conducted under even 
more severe scientific control. These seances took place in the 
laboratory of Professor Ph. .Bottazzi, Director of the 
Physiological Institute in the University of Naples. There were 
also present, Dr. G. Galeotti, Professor of General Pathology in 
the University of Naples; Dr. T. De Amicis, Professor of 
Dermatology and Syphilography at the same University, Dr. 
o. Scarpa, Professor of Electro-Chemistry at the Polytechnic 
School in Naples; M. E. Jona, Senator, President of the Italian 
Electro. Technical Association; Dr. A. Cardarelli, Senator, 
Professor of Clinical Medicine in the University of Naples; M. 
N. Minutillo, Professor of Jurisprudence in the University. 
Mme. Bottazzi was also present at two seances, in the course of 
which mediumistic faculties revealed themselves in her-which 
disturbed her considerably. By the light of three lamps the 
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table round wbich the experimenters were seated was seen to 
rise as high as nearly half a yard (40c.) or to float in the air 
untouched, without any contact with Eusapia, for about 
twenty-five minutes; then apparitions of hands began, and of 
black heads, etc." 


More details about these "apparitions of hands" can be found on 
pages 105-109 of the same volume. On pages 120-130 of the 
same volume, we have an astonishing paper entitled "The 
Levitations of the Medium Zuccarini." It discusses observations 
of levitations by the medium M. Amedeo Zuccarini witnessed by 
several observers. On page 127 of the same volume we read the 
following, written by a Professor O. Murani: 


"Whilst the left leg of the medium was stretched out in the air 
behind the curtain, where there was no possible object to 
support it, and whilst his body was bent forwards, the foot on 
the edge of the table first contracted extraordinarily, then rose 
gradually, and not by jumps, and the medium's body remained 
poised in space for a period of from ten to twelve seconds ! The 
phenomenon was exceedingly interesting : on the first 
impression one would say that the medium's body did not obey 
the laws of gravity. How is this to be explained no one knows; 
it is necessary to suppose that another force, opposed to that of 
gravity, prevents the fall." 


Following page 134 we have photographs documenting this 
claim. In the nineteenth century a similar levitation 
phenomenon was observed by a host of distinguished observers 
in seances of the medium Daniel Dunglas Home, observers 
including the world-class scientist William Crookes (as 
discussed here). 


Professor M. L. Patrizi testifies to the same effect, that Zuccarini 
levitated. He states, "The duration of the suspension was 
variable, lasting while we could count from four to thirty-six, as 
also was the distance of his feet from the surface of the table 
(approximately from two to twenty inches)." On page 140 of the 
same volume the same professor states the following; 


"Sceptical readers, perusing the record of so many 
precautions, so many doubts, and so much initial scepticism, 
will have recognised that the conviction of the genuineness of 
this phenomenon was only reached, by me also, slowly and 
with difficulty. Of the four seances at which I was present, I 
may say that only the last, of March 23rd, gave me complete 
certainty ; of the eight journeys which I made between Modena 
and the meeting place in Milan, the final one back to the 
laboratory alone constitutes my journey to Damascus.'" 


I was surprised to read recently on the online web site of 
Scientific American an interview with journalist Leslie Kean, the 
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author of the excellent book Surviving Death: A Journalist 
Investigates Evidence for an Afterlife. What I was very 
surprised by was that the interviewer (John Horgan) actually 
allowed Kean to talk at some length about evidence for life after 
death, the type of evidence that Scientific American almost 
never allows its readers to hear about. Kean referrred us to a 
remarkable piece of evidence from the early twentieth century, 
involving the medium Indridi Indridason. 


The evidence (discussed in detail here) involves statements of a 
"drop-in communicator" speaking though the lips of the 
medium Indridi Indridason. In a seance with Indridason held 
in Reykjavik, Iceland on November 24, 1905, this seemingly 
paranormal "drop-in communicator" identified himself as Mr. 
Jensen, and stated that a fire had started in a factory in 
Copenhagen, Denmark (more than 1300 miles away) on that 
evening (November 24, 1905) about midnight, and that the fire 
was quickly brought under control. It was soon found out that 
exactly such a thing had happened. A newspaper reported that 
in Copenhagen on November 24, 1905, a factory fire had started 
about midnight, and was soon brought under control. There 
were no telephones in Reykjavik until the next year, and no 
telegraphs until 1918, so there is no way in which electrical 
communication could have made such a thing known to 
Indridasson or anyone else at the seance. Not many days later 
the same "drop in communicator" more specifically identified 
himself as Emil Jensen. 


No one present knew whether such an Emil Jensen had ever 
lived. But it was found out many years later through the 
investigation of Erlendur Haraldsson that an Emil Jensen had 
lived and died in Copenhagen, Denmark, very near to the place 
where the Copenhagen fire had occurred. The "Emil Jensen" in 
the seances identified himself as a manufacturer who was a 
bachelor, and the actual Emil Jensen was such a person. 


Very remarkably, this "drop-in communicator" at the seance 
(speaking through the lips of the medium Indridi Indridason) 
had spoken in Danish, a language which Indridason did not 
even know (pages 218-219). We read this on page 221: 


"At many sittings Jensen was seen by sitters appearing in a 
‘luminous, beautiful light-pillar’, usually very briefly but 
several times during the same séance and at various locations 
in the hall. This ‘pillar of light' would first appear in the 
darkness, and after that Jensen would appear in it. The ‘pillar 
of light' was larger than Jensen and emitted light in such a 
way that Jensen and Indridi could sometimes be seen side by 
side at the same time (Gissurarson & Haraldsson, 1989, 
pp.82-85). Both of Indridi’s hands were at the same time being 
held by a witness to exclude the possibility of fraud." 
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The physical manifestation reported above was only one of 
many extremely dramatic physical manifestations that occurred 
during the seances of Indridi Indridason. A special building was 
constructed to scientifically study this medium. Under 
conditions under which fraud should have been impossible, a 
large number of witnesses (often including some of the top 
scientific or medical authorities in Iceland) reported seeing the 
following at the seances of Indridi Indridason (pages 203-204): 


¢ Mysterious gusts of wind, cold or hot 
¢ Mysterious raps and other noises 
« Mysterious voices or choir music 


Levitations and inexplicable movements of objects 


Levitations of Indridi Indridason himself 


¢ Playing of musical instruments as if by invisible hands 


Mysterious fire balls or fire-flashes 


Writing appearing on paper without human touch 


¢ Luminous clouds as large as several feet 


In the paper here, Haraldsson discusses how the 
Indridason/Jensen case bears a remarkable resemblance to one 
of the best documented cases of the paranormal: the description 
of a distant fire by Emanuel Swedenborg in 1759, a fire that 
came close to his home in Stockholm. Before 15 witnesses 
Swedenborg described the fire while in another city of Sweden 
(Gothenburg, more than 200 miles away), and days after his 
description his account was found to be uncannily accurate. 


MG) © Hi\® 


Labels: apparition, ESP, levitation, life after death, mediums, paranormal phenomena 


No comments: 


Post a Comment 


Enter your comment... 


5 Comment as: 


Newer Post Home 


Google Accoun ¥ 


Preview 


Older Post 


Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom) 


3D printing (1) 
abundance (1) 
acupuncture (1) 
age of mankind (4) 
age of universe (3) 
aging (1) 

alien attack (4) 


alien computer simulation 


(4) 

alien spaceships (1) 
alien visitation (1) 
alternate universe (1) 
android (1) 

anecdotal evidence (2) 
animals (1) 

anthropic principle (21) 
antimatter (3) 
apocalypse (5) 
apparition (33) 


argument against brain 
storage of all memories (18) 


argument for soul (16) 
argument from evil (3) 
artificial intelligence (5) 
artificial planets (1) 
artificial worlds (4) 
asteroid mining (1) 
astroengineering (3) 
astronomy (9) 

atheism (2) 

augmented reality (2) 
austerity (1) 

Australian mystery lights (1) 
automation (2) 
behavior genetics (1) 
Bible (1) 

BICEP2 (10) 
biconsciousness (1) 

Big Bang (29) 
biocentrism (1) 

biology (6) 

biomedical research (3) 
Black Holes (4) 

body enhancements (2) 
body transplants (2) 
Boltzmann brain (2) 
books by Mark Mahin (4) 
boondoggle (2) 
bouncing universe (1) 
brain (43) 

brain experiments (1) 
brain imaging (1) 

brain paradoxes (4) 
brain replacement (2) 
brain research (6) 
brain scanning (3) 


brain stimulation (1) 


7 a ’ e . . 
Our future, our universe, and other weighty topics 
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Early Twentieth Century Evidence for ESP 


The evidence for ESP is overwhelming, and consists of a great 
abundance of convincing experimental evidence, and a huge 
mountain of observational reports from daily life. You can 
study such evidence by reading the 24 posts here. Let us look at 
some additional examples of evidence for ESP. My sources will 
date from the early twentienth century, although in one or two 
cases the incident mentioned may have occurred in the 
nineteenth century. 


On page 152 of Death and Its Mystery: Before Death by Camille 
Flammarion, we have an account by David Harris of a strange 
vision he had while relaxing in an easy chair of a hotel: 


"T was in a state of passive tranquillity, when all at once I lost 
the sense of where I was. Instead of the wall and the pictures 
that were hung on it, I saw before me the front of my house in 
London; my wife was standing on the door-step and speaking 
to a workman who held a big broom in his hands. My wife 
seemed much distressed, and I felt an instant certainty that the 
man was ina wretched condition of poverty. I did not hear 
their conversation, but something told me that the 

unfortunate man was asking my wife to help him. At this 
moment the servant brought the tea and the vision vanished." 


The man later found out that at this time his wife had talked on 
her doorstep to a very poor man begging for assistance. Harris 
states on page 153 that "a few days later I saw the man myself; 
he was exactly the one I had seen in my vision." 


On pages 130-131 of Volume 13 of the Journal of the Society for 
Psychical Research, we have the case of a man who tried a 
mind-reading test with a woman: 


"After some time she announced that she got absolutely 
nothing, and said that with some she never had any success. I 
remarked that perhaps it was because I was not thinking of 
anything persistently or deeply. She replied by telling me to 
think of some occurrence of recent date—say some man I had 
met—his name and features. I thought of a gentleman I had 
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met the morning before on the platform at Bakersfield as the 
train was changing engines. He stepped up to me, accosting 
me by name and said : 'You don't remember me, do you?’ I 
confessed that I did not. He said, 'My name is Harris,’ ....Well, I 
thought of this man. Presently Mrs. A. said, 'His name is of two 
syllables—accented on the first'—and then she asked me to 
signify assent if it was true— as it seemed to help her. I 
therefore said 'Yes.' After perhaps ten seconds she said, 'Tt is a 
name that sounds like "Parish,"' but, she added quickly, 
‘That's not it'—a slight pause—'It is Harris.' I, much astonished, 
said it was." 


On page 158 of Death and Its Mystery: Before Death by Camille 
Flammarion, we have an account by Dr. G. de Messimy of a 
patient who was put under hypnosis: 


"My subject's lucidity went so far as even to read the 

thoughts of those present. ... Having placed twelve members 
of the society before the subject ... we asked each one of them to 
think freely of a chosen flower, without telling its name to any 
one. ... Then turning toward the subject, we asked him to 
name out loud the flower each of these persons had thought 
about, and he named them all, without the least hesitation and 
without making a single mistake, as if he were reading from a 
book of human thought." 


On pages 160-161 of Death and Its Mystery: Before Death by 
Camille Flammarion, we have an account by a Dr. Jean of a boy 
who had a vision of his father's drowning death: 


"The frightened mother told me that the child had had a 
sudden paroxysm of delirium. He had awakened, as usual, and 
all seemed to be going well, when at about ten o'clock he rose 
up in his bed, terrified by a sudden hallucination. He saw 
water everywhere and began to cry for help, for his father was 
drowning, he said. His father was away from home. He had 
gone to Nice, where his brother lived, and was to spend several 
days there. When I arrived the child was calm, but insisted that 
he had seen his father drown. A telegram from the brother 
soon urgently called the widow (for such she really was) to 
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Nice, where she learned that her husband had been drowned at 
about ten in the morning, in trying to save his brother, who 
had been seized with a cramp while swimming in the ocean. 
His last words had been, ‘our poor children.'" 


On page 139 of Volume 19 of the Journal of the Society for 
Psychical Research, we have the following account of what 
seems like telepathy in a dream. 


"At 8.30 a.m. this morning at breakfast at the above address. 
Miss Ethel Thomas, a visitor, related what she said at the time 
was a dream, just on the point of waking up, as follows : 'Twas 
counting the number of men and women going on board ship 
at Southampton, and the number was fifteen. I could almost 
tell who they were.'I mentioned that I thought that this was a 
case of 'telepathy without conscious effort,' and related that at 
8.15 a.m. I was shaving in an adjoining room, and counting up 
in my mind the number of people going on board ship on 
Thursday, and ona ship at Southampton, the same time. The 
total number was 15." 


On page 143 of Death and Its Mystery: Before Death by the 
astronomer Camille Flammarion, we have an account by Valarie 
Dobelmann, who claimed to have had a dream of her son being 
injured by boards, at about the same time that her son suffered 
such an injury far away: 


"One night, especially, I was overcome with sharp distress and 
dreamed that I saw my youngest son caught between two rows 
of planks which had fallen on him, unable to free himself 
and calling me, 'Mama!'I spoke of it to my sister, while I was 
still very much oppressed by this nightmare....On my son's 
return we questioned him, and he told me that he had had an 
accident, for a pile of boards had fallen on him; but it had been 
nothing serious, and it would have been useless to frighten us. 
‘But I knew it,'I said. 'T dreamed about it all one night and the 
curious thing is that the place did not at all resemble 
your wood-yard. You were in the midst of planks, unable to get 
up, ina great unfamiliar yard, and the sun was shining 
brightly.'— 'That 's correct,’ replied my son ; 'the sun was 
shining on that day and it did not happen in my place but in a 
neighbor's yard, which is just as you have described it without 
having ever seen it.'" 


On page 127 of Volume V of the the Annals of Psychical Science 
(1907), we read an account of a person (Leo Primavesi) who 
suddenly "had the impression of being in a friend's house in the 
suburbs of this city (Antwerp), and of seeing a strong light, as of 
an unshaded lamp, to my right." Leo said that "on coming to 
myself I found that it was 11:47 p.m." Upon visiting the friend, 
and before saying anything about this experience, Leo was told 
"I saw you last night!" The friend reported that Leo 
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"disappeared like the melting away of a cloud." The friend 
looked at the clock and saw that it was "just after a quarter to 
twelve," which matches the time of 11:47 PM. 


On pages 278-279 of the 1906 book Enigmas of Psychical 
Research by the distinguished researcher James Hyslop, we 
read the following account of clairvoyance, told by a Professor 
Gregory, who recalls speaking to a hypnotized female who he 
asked to do some "remote viewing" of a distant location: 


"IT now asked her to go to Greenock, forty or fifty miles from 
where we were (Edinburgh was nearly thirty miles distant), 
and to visit my son, who resides there with a friend. She soon 
found him, and described him accurately, being much 
interested in the boy, whom she had never seen nor heard 

of. She saw him, she said, playing in a field outside of a small 
garden in which stood the cottage, at some distance from the 
town, on arising ground. He was playing with a dog. I knew 
there was a dog, but had no idea of what kind, so I asked her. 
She said it was large, but young Newfoundland, black, with 
one or two white spots. It was very fond of the boy and played 
with him. 'Oh,' she cried, suddenly, 'it has jumped up and 
knocked off his cap.' She saw in the garden a gentleman 
reading a book and looking on. He was not old, but had white 
hair, while his eyebrows and whiskers were black. She took 
him for a clergyman, but said he was not of the 

Established Church, nor Episcopalian, but a Presbyterian 
dissenter. (He is, in fact, a clergyman of the highly respectable 
Cameronian body, who, as is well known, are Presbyterians, 
and adhere to the covenant.) Being asked to enter the cottage, 
she did so, and described the sitting-room. In the kitchen she 
saw a young maid servant preparing dinner, for which meal a 
leg of mutton was roasting at the fire, but not quite ready. She 
also saw another elderly female. On looking again for the boy, 
she saw him playing with the dog in front of the door, while 
the gentleman stood in the porch and looked on. Then she saw 
the boy run upstairs to the kitchen, which she observed with 
surprise was on the upper floor of the cottage (which it is), and 
receive something to eat from the servant, she thought a 
potato. I immediately wrote all these details down and sent 
them to the gentleman, whose answer assured me that all, 
down to the minutest, were exact, save that the boy did not get 
a potato, but a small biscuit from the cook. The dog was what 
she described; it did knock off the boy's cap at the time and 

in the place mentioned; he was himself in the garden with a 
book looking on; there was a leg of mutton roasting and not 
quite ready; there was an elderly female in the kitchen at that 
time, although not of the household. Every one of which facts 
was entirely unknown to me, and could not, therefore, 

have been perceived by thought-reading, although, had they 
been so, as I have already stated, this would not have been less 
wonderful, but only a different phenomenon." 
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What we have in this narrative is very strong evidence not for 
telepathy or mind-reading, but instead what is called 
clairvoyance, a kind of paranormal "second sight." The US 
government spent much money and quite a few years 
investigating such a thing, calling it "remote viewing." Many 
spectacular successes were achieved. Even better results might 
well have been achieved if the experiments had involved 
subjects who were hypnotized or placed in a trance, as was the 
female in this account. 
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Sunday, April 26, 2020 


When Dreams or Visions Foretell a Death 


There are many accounts of dreams that seemed to presage or 
foreshadow a death. Some examples: 


e On May 3, 1812, John Williams had the same dream 
three times in a single night: a very specific dream 
about someone assassinating Spencer Perceval, the 
British Prime Minister. Eight days later Perceval was 
assassinated, and several of the details matched 
William's dream. On this page an 1848 book quotes an 
1828 London Times account of this dream. 


According to an account by one of his friends, a few 
days before he was assassinated, Abraham Lincoln 
had a dream that he would be assassinated. 

¢ The famous writer Mark Twain had a dream about the 
death of his then-healthy 19-year-old brother that 
turned out to closely match what happened a few 
weeks later. 


As reported here, Lawrence Francis Boisseau had a 
dream that the World Trade Center was collapsing 
around him (a dream I also had about a year before 
the September 11 attack). Boisseau was killed in the 
attack. 


During the many years while Joseph Rhine was doing his 
famous laboratory experiments with ESP, his parapyschology 
laboratory would receive many strange accounts from around 
the world. Rhine's wife Louisa Rhine collected and categorized 
such accounts. Her book Hidden Channels of the Mind is 
mainly a collection of first-hand accounts. On pages 49-51 of 
the book, we have a striking account of a woman who 
experienced four dreams, all of the dreams suggesting a death 
that soon came. 


In the first account a young girl of 12 had a dream while her 
mother was very ill, shortly before her mother died. She recalled 
it like this: 


"I dreamed I saw my mother...She was walking down a 
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beautiful avenue of trees — going away from me. Iran as fast 
as I could and realized that I could never catch up with her; 
then I called her. She turned and put up her hand and said to 
me, 'Go back, my daughter, your father needs you.' I 
immediately waked up and went into the house. My father met 
me in the hall and took me in his arms and said, 'Daughter, I 
need you. Your mother just left us.' When I told him that I had 
seen my mother, walking fast down this avenue of trees I had 
never seen before, he said, 'She must have given you her last 
farewell.''" 


The same female had three similar dreams, all coinciding with a 
death. Here is her account of the second dream, foreshadowing 
the death of her brother: 


"In the first of these my younger brother was ill in a hospital in 
another state. I was ill and could not be with him, but my 
father and brothers were by his bedside when he passed away. 
I dreamed the night he passed away that he too was walking 
down this same avenue of trees that I had seen in my dream 
some twelve or thirteen years before, and I tried to catch up 
with him and he told me not to come on but to go back. When 
my father brought my brother's body home for burial, I told 
him about the dream and the hour. He said that my brother 
had passed away a few minutes before the hour I had 
awakened." 


Here is her account of the third dream, foreshadowing the death 
of her husband: 


"Then in January, 1947, my husband and I had had friends in 
for a game of bridge. Afterward we retired and both went to 
sleep. I had this same dream — this time it was my husband 
who was walking so fast. Iran and ran and called and called 
for him to stop — he, too, as in these two other dreams, put up 
his hand and said, 'Our precious children need you — go back.' 
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I was frightened and turning in my sleep, put my arms around 
him, awakening him. The first thing he said was, 'ITam so sick, 
please call the doctor.' He died in a few minutes." 


Here is her account of the fourth dream, foreshadowing the 
death of her daughter's friend: 


"Then, on Good Friday, 1934, my daughters and a friend of 
theirs went to a dance. Before their return I dreamed that my 
eldest daughter and this girlfriend of hers both suffered fatal 
accidents in front of my home, and the same avenue of trees 
came into the dream. When my daughters returned home 
around one o'clock I told them of my dream and my relief that 
they had returned safely. The next evening, the Saturday 
before Easter, my daughters had a dance in my home. The 
girlfriend was killed within a block of our house on her way to 
her home, and the accident was just as I had dreamed it." 


On pages 81-82 of Hidden Channels of the Mind by Louisa 
Rhine, we have an account of a man who had a dream that two 
people in a plane died in a crash in front of a hangar. The next 
day he saw exactly that happen. On page 82 is another account 
of a dream that foretold a plane crash death. On pages 82-83 
we have an account of a woman who had a dream of a man 
collapsing into a tub. The woman very soon learned that the 
man was found dead in a tub. 


On page 171 of the same book we have an account of a woman 
who had a dream of her brother-in-law's accidental death by 
shotgun a week before it happened: 


"One night I had a dream that was so real I remembered every 
single detail of it. I dreamed that my brother-in-law, Eddy, 
was out hunting with a young boy who was faceless in my 
dream. All of a sudden Eddy dropped from a discharge from 
the boy's shotgun. He had climbed through a fence and didn't 
have the safety on. The pellets hit Eddy in the hip and he bled 
to death before they could get him to a doctor....The whole 
thing bothered me so I wrote to my sister and told her about it. 
They got my letter on Saturday and laughed about it. But 
Monday morning Eddy was killed just as in my dream." 


On page 180 of the same book, we read a similar case of a dream 
exactly foretelling a death: 


"During the war a woman who had occasionally been under 
the care of a physician because of a tendency to be anxious and 
over-nervous awoke one night crying hysterically, ‘Jack is 
dead. Jack is dead.' She said she saw him go down in a burning 
plane. Jack, her son, was in the U. S. Army in the Pacific. When 
her husband could not calm her, the doctor was called. He 
finally gave her sedatives and had her hospitalized. Neither he 
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nor her husband took seriously her idea that Jack was in a 
plane crash, for he was not even in the Air Force. But word 
came later that her son had been on a plane, and had indeed 
gone down in flames. He had been killed at approximately the 
time of his mother's experience." 


On pages 180-181 of Hidden Channels of the Mind by Louisa 
Rhine, we are told about a person who had a detailed dream of a 
deadly train wreck, a dream that foreshadowed a very similar 
train wreck that soon occurred: 


"Before he gave details, she told her dream; and the dream 
wreck coincided exactly with the actual wreck. When pictures 
were published, they agreed in every aspect with the dream. 
The weird part to her was that it was as if she had 

actually been there and seen it happen! She had not known 
anyone on that train. And it was the first and, to date, the last 
experience of that kind she had ever had." 


On pages 188-189 of the same book, we are told about a person 
who had a sudden vision foretelling a tragedy: 


"T was walking to work one morning when, to my utmost 
horror, I was stepping right into a room in a hospital. A figure 
lay on the bed, his head bandaged. I gazed at the face of my 
boyfriend. Then, as suddenly as it happened, I was again back 
on the sidewalk. A few blocks farther and I saw him alive and 
well and I laughed to myself about my ridiculous vision. The 
next day he was severely injured at his work and died soon 
after of multiple skull fractures." 


On pages 201-202 of the same book, we are told about a person 
who had a sudden dream foretelling his own death: 


"One morning the ten-year-old son of a woman in Utah said, 
as she was getting him and her two other children ready for 
school, 'Oh, Mom, I had a terrible dream last night. A car ran 
me down. It was so awful.'" 


The mother narrates the tragic ending to the account: 


"When they left I uttered a silent prayer and said to stay on 
the sidewalk, which they did, as they were very obedient 
children. Some three minutes later someone came running to 
me. A truck had run up on the sidewalk and struck him down. 
He died seventy minutes later, never regaining 
consciousness.” 


On pages 203-204 of Hidden Channels of the Mind by Louisa 
Rhine, we read another account of a dream foretelling some of 
the details of an accidental death: 


"On arriving at the Thome he found Mrs. T pleading with her 
husband not to go. On the previous night she had had a dream 
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in which she saw, as she stood at her front door, a cart being 
drawn by a white horse passing on its way to the hospital. In 
that cart was her husband. Mr. T, on seeing my brother, 
ignored her pleading and they left on the excursion....When 
Mr. T had eaten his sandwiches, he leaned forward to dip his 
lips in the water. As he did so, he pushed his gun and the 
trigger struck a stone and the gun exploded. He jumped back 
exclaiming, 'Oh, I'm shot!' My father laid him gently on his 
back, and went at once to get help. He found a man nearby 
with a horse, a white horse and cart....Mr. T died in the 
hospital that night." 


On pages 204-205 of Hidden Channels of the Mind by Louisa 
Rhine, we read another account of a dream foretelling some of 
the details of an accidental death: 


"A woman in New York awoke one morning very depressed 
because of a bad dream. 'T had clearly seen a plane crash at the 
shore of a lake and the roof of the third cottage on that dirt 
track in flames as a result. There was only one man and he 
burned up...Late in the afternoon I was at the electric range 
stirring something for dinner when I said, 'That's the plane — 
the one that's going to crash! Robert, stop the firemen before 
they try the canal; they have to take the Basin road and they 
don't know it.' My husband went outdoors to listen, put his 
head in to say, 'That plane's all right,' only to have me shriek, 
Tt is not!’ Within seconds the plane crashed, the firemen took 
the canal instead of the Basin road, the pilot was burned to a 
crisp, the cottage was only slightly damaged .. . and I was a 
wreck for weeks wondering how I could have prevented it." 


On page 262 of Hidden Channels of the Mind by Louisa Rhine, 
we read another account of a dream that seemed to foretell a 
death that quickly came, although in a rather subtle and indirect 
way: 


"She awoke one night from a simple but disturbing dream. It 
was only 4.a.m. when she awoke, but the dream was so vivid 
and so upset her that she could not go back to sleep. The 
dream, she says, was only that 'My cousin Lucille had 
appeared and told me she was going away... I asked her where 
she was going, but she just disappeared out the door....Later 
that morning they called me to say that Lucille, who as far as I 
knew was in perfect health, had had some kind of an attack 
and was unconscious. She remained so until she died that same 
day." 


On the web site of Psychology Today, Sharon Hewitt Rawlette 
PhD tells us this astonishing account of a dream foretelling a 
death: 


"In December 1975, a woman named Allison awoke from a 
terrible nightmare in which her 4-year-old daughter Tessa 
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was on a train track. In the dream, Allison had been 
attempting to get her daughter to safety when Allison herself 
was struck and killed by a train.... Allison was in tears telling 
her husband about this terrifying nightmare. Not more than 
two weeks later, Allison and her daughter were at a train 
station seeing off a friend. An object fell onto the tracks, and, in 
an effort to be helpful, the little girl went to pick it up. Allison 
saw a train coming and rushed to save her daughter, but they 
were both hit and killed." 


On pages 455 to 457 of Volume 5 of the Proceedings of the 
Society for Psychical Research, we have a long account by 
George King telling how his brother suffered a ship wreck sea 
disaster that upset his plans to lay an undersea cable. George 
tells how his brother set forth on a new ship in a second attempt 
to lay the undersea cable. After his brother left on the sea 
mission, George had the dream or vision described below: 


"I was soon asleep, but how long I remained so I know not...I 
found myself in the midst of a brilliant assembly, such as that I 
had recently left at King's College. I stood in evening dress on 
the steps at the entrance to a great and crowded 
hall....suddenly my brother stepped out from behind them, and 
advanced towards me... I was much surprised to see him, and, 
going forward to meet him, I said : 'Hallo ! D., how are you 
here ?' He shook me warmly by the hand, and replied: 'Did you 
not know I have been wrecked again?’ At these words a deadly 
faintness came over me. I seemed to swim away and sink to 
the ground. After momentary unconsciousness I awoke, and 
found myself in my bed." 


Worried by his dream or vision that his brother had suffered 
some sea disaster, George very soon learned that his brother 
had died when his ship had been lost in a weather-related ship 
wreck. 


Postscript: An 1848 book tells us here of a Mrs. Griffiths who 
seemed to have dreamed three times of a boating accident the 
night before she was supposed to go on a boat trip. The next day 
"the boat and all that were in it went to the bottom" after a 
violent storm arose. 
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More Nineteenth Century Evidence for ESP 


"The phenomenon of thought-transmission is an 
established fact and unanimously admitted by all the 
philosophers who have taken the trouble to study it 
conscientiously and thoroughly, and only obstinate and 
superficial minds could persist in denying it after so much 
experience and so many positive proofs." 

Camille Flammarion, Death and Its Mystery: Before Death, page 114 


In a previous post I discussed evidence for extrasensory 
perception from the nineteenth century. Let us look at some 
more evidence for telepathy from that century. 


One of the most compelling cases is told on pages 126-128 of 
Volume 8 of the Journal of the Society for Psychical Research. 
A Thomas Garrison tells us this: 


"On the night of my mother's death there was a meeting in 
Fordland, and myself and wife attended the preaching. We had 
then one child, a baby a year old....About ten o'clock, just 
before the meeting closed, while the congregation was 

singing, I felt the first desire to see my mother....And then the 
impulse to go to her became so strong that I gave the baby to a 
neighbour-woman and left the church without telling my 

wife. She was in another part of the house. The train going 
west which would have taken me [to] Rogersville, seven miles 
of the distance to my mother's place, was due at 10.30 p.m., but 
before I got home and changed my clothes and returned to the 
depot, the cars had left the station. I still felt that I must see my 
mother and started down to railroad track alone, and walked 
to Rogersville. Here I left the railroad and walked down the 
wagon way leading from Marshfield to Ozark, Mo. It was 
about 3 o'clock a.m. when I reached my mother's house. I 
knocked at the door two or three times and got no response. 
Then I kicked the door, but still made no one hear me. At last I 
opened the door with my knife and walked in and lighted a 
lamp. Then my sister, Mrs. Billie Gilley, the only person who 
had been living with my mother, awoke and I asked her where 
mother was. She replied that she was in bed, and I said ‘She 

is dead,' for by that time I felt that she could not be alive. She 
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had never failed to wake before when I had entered the room 
at night. I went to my mother's bed and put my hand on her 
forehead. It was cold. She had been dead about three hours the 
neighbours thought from the condition of her body." 


Commenting on this case, Camille Flammarion stated, "So here 
is aman who, without any known cause, without 

any normal reasons, leaves a religious service which he is 
attending, gives his child to a neighbor to hold, does not tell 

his wife, and goes twenty miles on foot at night to rush to his 
mother who has just died !" 


On page 124 of Death and Its Mystery: Before Death by the 
astronomer Camille Flammarion, we have an account of a man 
whose mental efforts seemed to have resulted in an apparition 
of himself. We read this account by J. M. Russell: 


"T was living in Scotland ; my mother and sisters were in 
Germany....It happened that for two years I was not able to see 
my family, according to my custom. All at once I decided to 
leave, but my family knew nothing of my intention. ...The 
thought came to me to wish with all my strength to appear to 
one of my sisters, in such a way as to apprise them of my 
arrival. I thought of her with all the intensity possible, I wished 
with all my might to be seen by one of them. I believe I did not 
concentrate my thought for more than ten minutes. I left by the 
Leith steamship one Saturday evening, toward the end of 
April, 1859.... I reached the house at about six o'clock on the 
morning of the following Tuesday. I entered without being 
seen, for the door was open, and made my way into the room. 
One of my sisters was sitting with her back turned to the door; 
she turned about when she heard me and on seeing me stared 
at me, turned pale as death, and dropped what she held in her 
hand. I had said nothing until now. Then I spoke : 'Tt's I,' I said. 
'Why are you so frightened?’ At that she answered: 'I thought I 
was seeing you as Stinchen [another of my sisters] saw you 
Saturday.' In answer to my questions she told me that on 
Saturday evening, toward six o'clock, my sister had distinctly 
seen me enter through a door into the room where she was, 
open the door of another room where my mother was, and 
shut the door behind me. She had dashed after what she 
believed to be me, calling me by my name, and was absolutely 
stupefied when she did not see me with my mother. My mother 
could not understand my sister's excitement. They looked for 
me everywhere, but naturally could not find me." 


This account is by no means unique. In my previous post on 
nineteenth century evidence for ESP, I quoted two other 
accounts in which other people reported the same thing: that 
after they had made an intense mental effort to kind of project 
their presence to some other person, that such a person had 
reported seeing an apparition of the person making the 
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On page 133 of Death and Its Mystery: Before Death by the 
astronomer Camille Flammarion, we have this account by 
Commander T. W. Aylesbury: 


"At the age of thirteen, I fell overboard from a ship that was 
approaching the isle of Bali, to the west of Java, and I was 
almost drowned. After having sunk several times, when I came 
up to the surface of the water I called my mother, at which the 
boat's crew was very much amused; and they teased me many 
times about it, sparing no sarcasm. Several months later, on 
my return to England, I told the whole story to my mother and 
said at once: 'While I was under the water I saw you all sitting 
in this room; you were working on something white. I saw you 
all — Mother, Emily, Eliza, and Ellen.' His mother confirmed 
his statement. 'I heard you call me,' she said, ‘and I sent Emily 
to look out at the window.' The time, considering the difference 
in longitude, corresponded to the hour at which the voice had 
been heard." 


Aylesbury's sister gave this account corroborating his account: 


"T recall the incident perfectly. It made such an impression 
upon me that I shall never forget it. We were seated and 
working peacefully, one evening, when first we heard a feeble 
cry of 'Mother!' We raised our eyes and said: 'Did you hear 
some one cry "Mother"?' The words had hardly left our lips 
when the voice called again, 'Mother!' twice in succession. The 
last cry was stamped with terror, it was like a cry of agony. 
We all rose and my mother said, 'Go to the door and see what 
it is.’ I ran into the street and searched for several minutes, but 
everything was silent and I saw no one; the evening was fine, 
without a breath of air. Mother was very much upset by this 
experience." 


This seems to be an interesting case of an increase in telepathy 
at the time of an altered state of consciousness. There is a great 
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deal of evidence that ESP can show up more often during 
altered states of consciousness such as hypnotic trances. In 
modern tests using what is called the ganzfeld protocol, in 
which people are tested for ESP under conditions of sensory 
deprivation, subjects score an average of about 32% in tests in 
which the expected chance result is only 25% (see page 472 of 
this link for a statistical figure of 32.2% averaged over 10 
experimental studies). 


On page 135 of Death and Its Mystery: Before Death by the 
astronomer Camille Flammarion, we have an account by a 
husband who was suddenly "seized with intolerable anguish" at 
half-past eight o'clock on December 22, being struck with the 
impression that his wife was in anguish. At 9 o'clock on that day 
he wrote a letter to his wife, saying this: 


"You must have been thinking of me, earnestly calling me, 
perhaps with anguish. Is it pain? Is it danger? Oh, tell me what 
you wanted of me at that hour ! I came home in great distress, 
all upset." 


The husband then found out that at about eight o'clock on that 
day, his wife had discovered that her baby had been accidentally 
scalded by hot water. 


On page 138 of the same book we have an account of a wife who 
had a vision of her husband falling from a horse. Later that day 
she found out that just such a thing had happened. 


On page 139 of Death and Its Mystery: Before Death by the 
astronomer Camille Flammarion, we have an account by a 
Professor de Sanctis: 


"T was once at Rome with my family, which had remained in 
the country. As the house had been robbed the year before, my 
brother was in the habit of sleeping there. One evening he told 
me he was going to the Costanzi Theater. I had come in alone 
and was beginning to read when I was suddenly seized with 
terror. I struggled against it and was beginning to undress, 
but I remained obsessed by the thought that the theater was on 
fire and my brother in danger. I put the light out; but, growing 
more and more disturbed, I lit it again, contrary to my usual 
custom, and decided to await my brother's return before I 
went to sleep. I was truly frightened, just as a child might be. 
At half-past twelve I heard the door open, and what was my 
astonishment when my brother told me about the panic that 
had been caused by the outbreak of a fire, which had coincided 
with the hour of my anxiety." 


On page 139-140 of Death and Its Mystery: Before Death by the 
astronomer Camille Flammarion, we have an account by a Dr. 
Quintard: 
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"A child of seven, Ludovico, possessed a gift for solving 
problems similar to that of the celebrated Inaudi. The child's 
father finally noticed one day, first, that he hardly listened to 
the reading of the problems that were given him, and, 
secondly, that his mother's presence was the one condition 
necessary for the success of the experiment. She always had to 
have the required solution under her eyes or in her mind. From 
this he deduced that his son did not calculate but divined, or, to 
be more exact, that the mother transmitted her thought to him; 
and he resolved to make sure of the matter. Consequently, he 
asked her to open the dictionary and ask the boy which page 
she was looking at, and the boy answered at once : 'Tt is 
page four fifty-six,’ which was correct. Ten times he repeated 
this and ten times we obtained the same result. When a 
sentence of any length was written on a tablet it was enough 
for it to pass under the mother's eyes for the child, when 
questioned, even by a stranger, to be able to repeat the 
whole of it." 


I have had personal experiences very strongly suggesting 
telepathy between me and family members (a daughter and a 
sister), and at this link (which includes some other fascinating 
accounts of ESP) you can read my accounts of what seemed like 
telepathy between me and a family member. 


On page 140-141 of Death and Its Mystery: Before Death by the 
astronomer Camille Flammarion, we have an astonishing 
account by Joseph Doutaz, who claimed to have had a dream of 
the words written by his father a short time ago: 


"Tt was in the middle of November of the year 1859. At the 
time I was eighteen years old. I went to bed and to sleep.....I 
saw the sorrowful face of my dear old father....'My dear 
Joseph,’ he said, ‘it is with great sorrow that Iam writing to 
tell you that your poor sister, Josephine, is dying in Paris.' I 
was awakened by this vision but said to myself at once: 

"Ah! bah ! itis a dream !' At that I went to sleep again. But 
behold, the same vision appeared again, exactly as at 

first, with the same sorrowful look and the same words: 'My 
dear Joseph, ' etc., 'but your mother does not yet know the sad 
news.’ 'This time,'I said, jumping out of bed, 'T no longer 
believe it's a dream,' and under the painful impression of a 
sorrowful reality, I dressed and looked at my watch : it was 
half -past twelve. When day had come I set out for the 
college...I opened the package at once. It was accompanied by 
a letter from my father, written in great haste; I read: 'Dear 
Joseph, it is with great sorrow that Iam writing to tell you 
that your poor sister Josephine is dying in Paris."" 
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On page 149 of Death and Its Mystery: Before Death by the 
astronomer Camille Flammarion, Canon Warburton tells this 
remarkable story: 


"At exactly one o'clock I awoke with a start, crying out, 'By 
Jupiter! he has fallen!' I saw my brother, who came out of a 
drawing-room on to a brilliantly lighted landing, catch his foot 
on the first step of the stairway and fall head first, breaking 
the fall with his elbows and hands. I had never seen the house 
and I did not know where it was. Thinking very little of the 
accident, I went to sleep again. A half-hour later I was waked 
up by the abrupt entrance of my brother, who exclaimed : 'Ah, 
there, you are ! I nearly broke my neck. As I was leaving the 
ball-room I caught my foot and fell full length down the 
stairway.'" 


On page 156 of Death and Its Mystery: Before Death by the 
astronomer Camille Flammarion, Rod Fryer gives this account 
(corroborated by a statement of his brother): 


"One of my brothers was away from home, when 

one afternoon, at about half-past five, I was astonished to hear 
myself called distinctly by my name. I recognized the voice of 
my brother so clearly that I ran all over the house to find him ; 
but as I did not find him, and knowing that he was forty miles 
from there, I ended by believing it an illusion, and thought no 
more of it. When my brother arrived, six days later, he told me 
that he had just escaped a very serious accident. As he was 
getting off the train his foot had slipped and he had fallen his 
entire length on the platform. 'What is very curious,' he said, ‘is 
that when I felt myself falling I called you.' This fact did not 
strike me at the moment, but when I asked him at what hour it 
had happened he named an hour which exactly corresponded 
with that in which I had heard him." 


Summarizing some nineteenth century experimental results 
discussed in his book Psychical Research, scientist Sir William 
Barrett stated the following on page 68: 


"Summing up the result of the numerous Liverpool 
experiments, Mr. Guthrie states that 437 trials were made with 
objects, colours, drawings, numbers, pains, tastes, etc. ; 

of these 237 were correctly transferred and a few others partly 
correct. Entire corroboration of these results have been 
obtained by many other independent and competent observers, 
both at home and abroad. Hence though not yet officially 
recognized by science, no doubt of the reality of thought- 
transference can be left on the mind of any diligent and 
thoughtful student, however critical he may be." 


In many nineteenth experiments subjects placed under 
hypnosis seem to display dramatically better telepathic abilities. 
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An example is described on pages 73-74 of Barrett's book: 


"One of the most interesting experiments was made when in 
answer to my request that she would mentally visit London 
and go to Regent Street, she correctly described the optician's 
shop of which I was thinking. As a matter of fact, I found, upon 
subsequent inquiry, that the girl had never gone fifty miles 
away from her remote Irish village. Nevertheless, not only did 
she correctly describe the position of this shop, but told me of 
some large crystals of Iceland spar (‘that made things look 
double') which I knew were in the shop, and that a big clock 
hung outside over the entrance, as was the case. It was 
impossible for the subject to gain any information of these 
facts through the ordinary channels of sense, as there was no 
conversation about the matter. My friend, the late Mr. W. E. 
Wilson, F.R.S., was present when these experiments were 
made in his father's house, and in answer to my request he 
subsequently wrote to me confirming them, saying, 'We proved 
beyond all doubt that the subject was able to read the thoughts 
of the mesmerizer.'" 
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Nineteenth Century Evidence for Extrasensory 
Perception 


In the twentieth century scientists such as Joseph Rhine 
accumulated overwhelming laboratory evidence for 
extrasensory perception (ESP), commonly called telepathy. 
Twenty-first century descriptions of such experimental 
investigations in mainstream books are typically very 
inaccurate, and their inaccuracy will be discovered by 
examining the source documents of investigators such as Rhine. 
One of the misstatements frequently made is that Rhine was the 
first scientist to seriously study the topic of ESP. The truth is 
that decades before Rhine, serious investigators began 
gathering weighty evidence for the existence of ESP. 


Examples of such evidence may be found in Volume 1 of the 
classic parapsychology work Phantasms of the Living by 
Edmund Gurney, Frank Podmore and Frederic Myers. On page 
21 we read the account of a Reverend Creery, who claimed 
astonishing successes with ESP tests done among his family. He 
stated, “I have seen seventeen cards, chosen by myself, named 
right in succession, without any mistake.” These were 
presumably playing cards, with a chance probablility of 1/52 of 
choosing the right card; for Zener cards with only five symbols 
had not been invented yet. 


We read on page 21 that a group of serious investigators was 
formed to investigate such claims: "In the course of the years 
1881 and 1882, a large number of experiments were made with 
the Creery family, first by Professor Barrett, then by Mr., and 
Mrs. Sidgwick, by Professor Balfour Stewart, T.R.S.,and 
Professor Alfred Hopkinson, of Owens College, 

Manchester, and, after the formation of the Society for Psychical 
Research, by the Thought-transference Committee of that body, 
of which Mr. Myers and myself were members." After some 
successful object guessing experiments with members of the 
Creery family, the following occurred (as we read on page 24): 


“The Committee, consisting of Professor Barrett, Mr. Myers, 
and the present writer, made a number of experiments under 
similar conditions, which excluded contact and movement, and 
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which confined the knowledge of the selected object — and, 
therefore, the chance of collusion with the percipient- to their 
own group. In some of these trials, conducted at Cambridge, 
Mrs. F. W. H. Myers and Miss Mason also took part. In a long 
series conducted at Dublin, Professor Barrett was alone with 
the percipient. Altogether these scrupulously guarded trials 
amounted to 497 ; and of this number 95 were completely 
successful at the first guess, and 45 at the second.” 


Skeptics have tried to dismiss these results, insinuating that a 
secret signal code may have been been used between the Creery 
daughters. But the statement above makes such an objection 
irrelevant. In the guessing trials the object selected (such as a 
number or a card) was known only to one of the investigators 
outside of the Creery family. So there is no code signal system or 
signal system that can account for the results. 


The results achieved were the very impressive results shown 
below (from page 25 of the book). 


A mathematician was consulted to calculate the chance of 
getting such a result by chance. The mathematician computed 
(based on the first guesses) that the likelihood was less than 1 
chance in 999, 999, 999, 999, 999, 999, 999, 999. Using both 
the first guesses and the second guesses as data, the 
mathematician computed a probability of less than 1 in 10 to the 
thirtieth power. 


On page 33 we read of 17,653 card guessing trials in which the 
number of successes was 4760, which exceeded by 347 the 
number expected by chance. This is a result with a chance 
likelihood far less than 1 in a million. 
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Far more impressive are the results described on page 34: 


“In another case, the choice lay between 4 things, but these 
were not suits, but simple colour — red, blue, green, and 
yellow. The percipient throughout was Mr. A. J. Shilton, of 40, 
Paradise Street, Birmingham ; the agent (except in one small 
group, when Professor Poynting, of Mason College, acted) was 
Mr. G. T. Cashmore, of Albert Road, Handsworth. Out of 505 
trials, 261 were successes. The probability here afforded of a 
cause other than chance is considerably more than a trillion 
trillions to 1. And still more 

remarkable is the result obtained by the Misses Wingfield, of 
The Redings, Totteridge, in some trials where the object to be 
guessed was a number of two digits — 1.e., .one of the 90 
numbers included in the series from 10 to 99 — chosen at 
random by the agent. Out of 2,624 trials, where the most 
probable number of successes was 29, the actual number 
obtained was no less than 275 — to say nothing of 78 other 
cases in which the right digits were guessed in the 

reverse order. In the last 506 trials, the agent (who sat some 6 
feet behind the percipient) drew the numbers at random out of 
a bowl; the odds against the qccidental occurrence of the 
degree of success — 21 right guesses — obtained in this batch 
are over 2,000,000 to 1. The argument for thought- 
transference afforded by the total cannot be expressed here in 
figures, as it requires 167 nines — that is, the probability is far 
more than the ninth power of a trillion to 1.” 


There follows in the chapter a discussion of drawing tests (in 
which one person sketched something, and another person who 
had not seen the sketch was asked to draw the same thing), and 
taste and smelling tests (in which one person smelled and tasted 
something, and some person elsewhere was asked to guess what 
the other person had smelled and tasted). These were highly 
successful, giving results very far above chance. But it is quite 
hard to quantify the improbability of the results. 


In the next chapter of the book, on page 103, we have the 
following astonishing account: 


“One evening early last year, I resolved to try to appear to Z, 
at some -miles distance. I did not inform him beforehand of the 
intended experiment ; but retired to rest shortly before 
midnight with thoughts intently fixed on Z, with whose room 
and surroundings, however, I was quite unacquainted. I soon 
fell asleep, and awoke next morning unconscious of anything 
having taken place. On seeing Z a few days afterwards, I 
inquired, ‘Did anything happen at your rooms on Saturday 
night ?’ 'Yes,’ replied he, ‘a great deal happened. I had been 
sitting over the fire with M, smoking and chatting. About 12:30 
he rose to leave, and I let him out myself. I returned to the fire 
to finish my pipe, when I saw you sitting in the chair just 
vacated by him. I looked intently at you, and then took up a 


, But Billions Did Not Yield It 


y Shown UFO 
ow Videos, 
*) Professors Act 
Le Like Deers in 
the Headlights 


: 
"Waot fade! | waar t 


f Rendlesham 
Forest UFO: A 
Craft From the 
Year 8100? 


Notable Posts 


A Table Listing 50 Things 
Science Cannot Explain 


30 Reasons for Doubting the 
“Brains Store Memories” 
Dogma 


A Very Strong Effect of 
Repeating Patterns in 
Mysterious Striped Orbs 


They Had Flourishing Minds 
But Broken Brains 


Paradoxes That Puncture 
Professorial Pretensions 


Why We Shouldn't Exist: A 
Table of 18 Anthropic 
Requirements 


When World-Class Scientists 
Saw Ghosts (Part 1) 


The Enigma of Veridical 
Near-Death Experiences 


When Natural Things Seem 
to Act in a Shockingly 
Unnatural Way 


Are Public Schools Teaching 
a Stealth Religion? 


The Building Blocks of Bad 
Science Literature 


When an Apparition Is Seen 
by Multiple Observers: 17 
Cases 


When an Apparition Is Seen 
by Multiple Observers: 17 
More Cases 


Biological Orthodoxy Flunks 
the Software Test 


Better Than a Smoking Gun: 
The Riess ESP Test 


Why DNA Cannot Be a 
Specification of a Human 


A"Water Memory” Effect I 
Have Often Photographed 


9 Strange Mental 
Phenomena That May 
Support an Alternate Theory 
of Consciousness 


25 Who Were "Ghost-Told" 
of a Death 


Why the Origin of Language 
Is Inexplicable Under 
Orthodox Assumptions 
Visualizing a Top-Down 
Theory of Mind and Cosmic 
Connectivity 


Disastrous Blunders of the 
Experts 


newspaper to assure myself I was not dreaming, but on laying 
it down I saw you still there. While I gazed without speaking, 
you faded away. Though I imagined you must be fast asleep in 
bed at that hour, yet you appeared dressed in your 

ordinary garments, such as you usually wear every day.' ‘Then 
my experiment seems to have succeeded,’ said I...A few weeks 
later the experiment was repeated with equal success.” 


Here is another similar account quoted in the book, on page 
104, one just as astonishing as the previous account: 


"On a certain Sunday evening in November, 1881, having been 
reading of the great power which the human will is capable of 
exercising, I determined with the whole force of my being, that 
I would be present in spirit in the front bedroom on the second 
floor of a house situated at 22, Hogarth Road, Kensington, in 
which room slept two ladies of my acquaintance, viz., Miss L. 
S. Y. and Miss E. C. V., aged respectively 25 and 11 years. I was 
living at this time at 23, Kildare Gardens, a distance of about 3 
miles from Hogarth Road, and I had not mentioned in any 
way my intention of trying this experiment to either of the 
above ladies, for the simple reason that it was only on retiring 
to rest upon this Sunday night that I made up my mind to do 
so. The time at, which I determined I would be there was 1 
o'clock in the morning, and I also had a strong intention of 
making my presence perceptible. On the following Thursday I 
went to see the ladies in question, and, in the course of 
conversation (without any allusion to the subject on my part), 
the elder one told me, that, on the previous Sunday night, she 
had been much terrified by perceiving me standing by her 
bedside, and that she screamed when the apparition advanced 
towards her, and awoke her little sister, who saw me also. I 
asked her if she was awake at the time, and she replied most 
decidedly in the affirmative, and upon my inquiring the time of 
the occurrence, she replied, about 1 o'clock in the morning. This 
lady, at my request, wrote down a statement of the event and 
signed it. This was the first occasion upon which I tried an 
experiment of this kind, and its complete success startled me 
very much." 


On page 105 an L.S. Verity gave this account of the same 
incident: 


"On a certain Sunday evening, about twelve months since, at 
our house in Hogarth Road, Kensington, I distinctly saw Mr. B. 
in my room, about 1 o’clock. I was perfectly awake and was 
much terrified. I awoke my sister by screaming, and she saw 
the apparition herself. Three days after, when I saw Mr. B., I 
told him what had happened ; but it was some time before I 
could recover from the shock I had received, and the 
remembrance is too vivid to be ever erased from my memory." 


Her sister E.C. Verity stated: 
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“I remember the occurrence of the event described by my sister 
in the annexed paragraph, and her description is quite correct. 
I saw the apparition which she saw, at the same time and 
under the same circumstances.” 


Later on page 191 we have the following account of spontaneous 
telepathy: 


“When the Rev. John Drake was minister of the Wesleyan 
Church at Aberdeen, Miss Jessie Wilson, the daughter of one of 
the principal lay office bearers in that church, sailed for India, 
to join the Rev. John Hutcheon, M. A., then stationed as a 
missionary at Bangalore, to whom she was under engagement 
to be married. Mr. Drake, one morning, came down to Mr. 
Wilson’s place of business and said, ‘Mr. Wilson, Iam happy to 
be able to inform you that Jessie has had a pleasant voyage, 
and is now safely arrived in India.’ Mr. Wilson said, ‘How do 
you know that, Mr. Drake?’ to which Mr. Drake replied. ‘T saw 
it.’ ‘But,’ said Mr. Wilson, ‘it cannot be, for it is a fortnight too 
soon. The vessel has never made the voyage within a fortnight 
of the time it is now since Jessie sailed.’ To this Mr. Drake 
replied : ‘Now you jot it down in your book that John Drake 
called this morning and told you that Jessie has arrived in 
India this morning after a pleasant voyage.’ Mr. Wilson 
accordingly made the entry, which Mrs. Hutcheson assures me 
she saw, when she returned home, and that it ran thus: ‘Mr. 
Drake. Jessie arrived India, morning of June 5th, 1860.’ This 
turned out to have been literally the case. The ship had fair 
winds all the way, and made a quicker passage by a fortnight 
than ever she had made before.” 


Later in the book (on page 194) we have this account from a 
Mrs. Bethany who gave her address: 


“I was reading geometry as I walked along, a subject little 
likely to produce fancies or morbid phenomena of any 

kind, when in a moment, I saw a bedroom known as the White 
Room in my home, and upon the floor lay my mother, to all 
appearance dead. The vision must have remained some 
minutes, during which time my real surroundings appeared to 
pale and die out ; but as the vision faded, actual surroundings 
came back, at first dimly, and then clearly. I could not doubt 
that what I had seen was real, so, instead of going home, I 
went at once to the house of our medical man and found him 
at home. He at once set out with me for my home, on the way 
putting questions I could not answer, as my mother was to all 
appearance well when I left home. I led the doctor straight to 
the White Room, where we found my mother actually lying as 
in my vision. This was true even to minute details. She had 
been seized suddenly by an attack at the heart, and would soon 
have breathed her last but for the doctor’s timely advent.” 
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On page 45 of Volume I of the Journal of the Society for 
Psychical Research, we have the following pair of accounts. In 
the first a Miss C. has a vivid dream about Miss E. In the 
second, dating from the same day and time, Miss E. has a dream 
about Miss C. matching the dream that Miss C. had. The 
account by Miss C. is below: 


"On June 10th, I had the following dream. Some one told me 
that Miss E. was dead. I instantly, in my dream, rushed to her 
room, entered it, went to her bedside and pulled the clothes 
from off her face. She was quite cold ; her eyes were wide open 
and staring at the ceiling. This so frightened me that I dropped 
at the foot of her bed, and knew no more until I was half out of 
bed in my own room and wide awake. The time was 5 o'clock 
a.m. Before leaving my room I told this dream to my sister, as 
it had been such an unpleasant one." 


The account by Miss E., describing the same hour of five o'clock 
on the same day, is below: 


"I awoke on the morning of June 10th, and was lying on my 
back with my eyes fixed on the ceiling, when I heard the door 
open and felt some one come in and bend over me, but not far 
enough to come between my eyes and the ceiling ; knowing it 
was only C. I did not move, but, instead of kissing me, she 
suddenly drew back and going towards the foot of the bed, 
crouched down there. Thinking this very strange, I closed and 
opened my eyes several times, to convince myself that I was 
really awake, and then turned my head to see if she had left the 
door open, but found it still shut. Upon this a sort of horror 
came over me and I dared not look towards the figure which 
was crouching in the same position, gently moving the 
bedclothes from my feet. I tried to call to the occupant of the 
next room, but my voice failed. At this moment she touched my 
bare foot, a cold chill ran all over me and I knew nothing more 
till I found myself out of bed looking for C, who must, I felt, be 
still in the room. I never doubted that she had really been there 
until I saw both doors fastened on the inside. On looking at my 
watch it was a few minutes past 5." 


On pages 35-38 of Volume 7 of the Proceedings of the Society 
for Psychical Research, we have an account of extrasensory 
perception. A woman had a striking "mind's eye" vision of a 
friend of hers falling while walking up the stairs of her house, 
dropping some papers at the time. She wrote a letter to the 
friend describing what she saw in this "mind's eye" vision, 
dating the letter the same day as the fall. The friend receiving 
the letter reported that the description of the fall (which the 
letter writer did not visually observe) was exactly accurate. 


The evidence for the reality of extrasensory perception is 
overwhelming, and has been gathered for more than 140 years. 
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One way to examine such evidence is to go to www.archive.org 
and search for online volumes of the Journal of the Society for 
Psychical Research and volumes of the Proceedings of 

the Society for Psychical Research. Open up the online 
volumes, and search for "telepathy" or "thought transference" to 
find evidence for extrasensory perception gathered over 
decades. Additional stunning examples of evidence for ESP 
from the nineteenth century can be read here. For some very 
convincing results from the twentieth century, see here 

and here. For equally compelling results from the current 
century, see here. Very compelling results from the past 100 
years can be read in the Journal of Parapsychology articles here. 
Those who deny such evidence for extrasensory perception do 
so because they have an incorrect theory of mind, the idea that 
the mind is merely the product of neural activity. Such psi 
skeptics are typically people who have never seriously studied 
the evidence for extrasensory perception. Their opinions ona 
topic they haven't studied are no more relevant than the 
opinions of a cab driver regarding some topic he hasn't studied, 
such as quantum chromodynamics. 


Postscript: On page 57-58 of Volume 12 of the Journal of the 
Society for Psychical Research, we have the account below 
suggesting ESP or telepathy. 


"We had spent the winter 1896-7 in Egypt for C.'s [her 
husband's] health, and we went to Hyeres about a fortnight 
before Easter. There I left him, being obliged to come to 
London, and I intended to stay over Easter in town, if he 
continued as well as when I had left him. He wrote cheerfully, 
describing his daily walks, and telling me that he felt very well. 
I was therefore not feeling anxious about him.About 1 a.m. on 
Easter Monday I awoke thinking I heard him call me. I sprang 
up in great anxiety, feeling sure that he was ill. After a time I 
persuaded myself that I had only been dreaming, and fell 
asleep again, only to wake a second time in 

the early morning with the impression again that he was 
calling me. This time I got up, dressed and packed my things, 
and when my maid came in with a telegram she found me 
almost ready to start. The telegram was 'Come at once.' 
Hemorrhage had come on about midnight, and all that night 
C. had been thinking of me and wondering how quickly I could 
get to him." 


Posted by Mark Mahin at 7:28 AM MIE ‘) 
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Near-Death Experiences Suggest the “Brain as 
Mainly a Valve” Idea 


A near-death experience is when someone reports astonishing 
and mysterious hard-to-explain events occurring at a moment 
of physical danger, typically one in which he or she came close 
to death. A recent study on near-death experiences indicates 
that such experiences occur to a significant fraction of the 
population. The study by Kondziella, Dreier and Olsen used an 
online “crowdsourcing” platform called Prolific Academy. 
People from all over the world register with this online site, and 
are paid small sums to participate in research studies. Using the 
platform, Kondziella, Dreier and Olsen were able to question 
1034 random subjects from 35 countries. 


Previous studies had indicated that between 4% to 8% of the 
population have had near-death experiences. But the 
Kondziella, Dreier and Olsen study found that 289 out of 1034 
subjects claimed to have had something like a near-death 
experience. The scientists applied something called the Greyson 
scale to quantify the strength of the reported experiences. 106 of 
the participants reported experiences that were scored 7 or 
higher on the Greyson scale, which is generally regarded as the 
cutoff level for a “full-blown” or “classic” near-death experience. 
So about 10% of the subjects reported a “full-blown” or “classic” 
near-death experience, and some 28% reported some type of 
near-death experience. 


This is an astonishingly high number when we consider that the 
great majority of people never have any close brushes with 
death. A reasonable guess about what percentage of people have 
had a close brush with death would be something like 10% or 
15%. So if you get 10% of about 1000 subjects reporting a full- 
blown near-death experience, that may suggest that most 
people who have close brushes with death have a full-blown 
near-death experience. 


Making a questionable use of the word “symptoms,” the authors 
report the following: “The most often reported symptoms were 
abnormal time perception (faster or slower than normal; reported by 
252 participants; 87%); exceptional speed of thoughts (n=189; 65%); 
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exceptional vivid senses (n=182; 63%); and feeling separated from 
one’s body, including out-of-body experiences (n =152; 53%).” These 
are extraordinarily high numbers, involving about 20% of the random 
sample of 1034 subjects. These numbers suggest that the actual level 
of near-death experiences may be as high as about 20% of the 
population. There seems to be no obvious reason why we should not 
say that anyone who reports either “exceptional speed of thoughts” or 
“exceptional vivid senses” or “feeling separated from one's body” 
(during a health emergency or close brush with death) as a person who 
has had a near-death experience. 


We should ponder the extraordinary significance of such numbers. 
Our neuroscientists dogmatically maintain that the brain is the sole 
source of our thoughts and mind. Yet judging from the numbers 
above, a full 15% of the population have had experiences in which 
their mind was separated from their body. Such a result is entirely 
incompatible with the “brain makes your mind” dogma, and strongly 
suggest that your mind and consciousness do not at all come from 
your brain, and can exist apart from your brain. When we get into the 
specific accounts given by near-death experiences, we often find those 
who have such experiences claim to have observed their bodies from 
above their bodies, just as if their soul was floating above their bodies. 
Why do our neuroscientists ignore such massively occurring 
observational reports, which argue so strongly that the dogmas 
neuroscientists are teaching are dead wrong? 


An interesting idea is that your mind is something that comes from 
some external metaphysical reality beyond the human body, and that 
far from being the source of your mind, the brain is mainly a kind of 
valve that restricts your mind. It may be that each of us has a mind 
that is something far beyond what we experience in day-to-day living, 
and that the only reason we seem to have minds so limited is that our 
brains limit our minds. We can imagine a reason why there might need 
to be such a valve effect or limiting effect. So we can concentrate on 
all the measly little challenges of day-to-living (such as staying warm, 
getting enough food, and avoiding various types of physical harm), it 
might be necessary for consciousness to be reduced and restricted, so 
that we can focus our thoughts on the crummy little details of the here 
and now, rather than being absorbed in the grand thoughts of a 
philosopher. 
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A possible relation of the brain and mind 


Under such a theory, what would we expect if a mind or soul 
somehow moves temporarily beyond the body, such as in the out-of- 
body experiences often reported during near-death experiences? We 


might expect that the mind or thinking might be enhanced, for in such 
a case the “valve” effect of the brain might no longer be limiting our 
minds. It is just such a thing that is often reported during near-death 
experiences. The study by Kondziella, Dreier and Olsen found that 
65% of 252 people reporting near-death experiences reported 
“exceptional speed of thoughts.” There is no way to account for such a ‘ 
thing under a “brain makes the mind” theory. But if the brain is like a 
valve that restricts and limits the human mind, we might expect that 
people might report much faster thinking when their brains shut down 
because of a close brush with death. 3 


What we know about the brain is consistent with the idea of a brain 

mainly being a kind of valve. No one has ever discovered any effect . 
by which neurons can produce a thought or an idea or an 
understanding of something, and no one has any coherent explanation 
of how such things can be produced by neurons. But we do know of a 
variety of signal-slowing factors in the brain (things such as synaptic 


delay, neural noise, synaptic fatigue and what is called tortuosity) 
which should have a very strong cumulative signal slowing effect. : 


The study by Kondziella, Dreier and Olsen was trying to establish 
some kind of association between near-death experiences and . 
something called “REM intrusion,” but it failed to convincingly find 
any causal link between the two. “REM intrusion” is a kind of “dream 
a bit while you're awake” effect that people can experience either 
when they're on the verge of falling asleep, or have just woken up but 
are sleepy. The study asked five questions designed to search for signs 
of “REM intrusion” in people. The questions were worded in such as . 
to get the maximum number of people who could be claimed as 
people who experienced “REM intrusion.” People were asked “have 


you ever” questions such as “Just before falling asleep or just after 
awakening, have you ever seen things, objects or people that 
others cannot see?” or “Just before falling asleep or just after 


awakening, have you ever heard sounds, music or voices that 
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other people cannot hear?” Asking such “have you ever” 
questions is not a reliable way to judge whether people 
experience “REM intrusion” to a significant degree, just as 
asking, “Have you ever felt an unexplained pain in your 
stomach?” is not a reliable to test for whether people have a 
stomach disease. A sound way to judge the degree of “REM 
intrusion” experienced by people would be to have a question 
like the following: 


Just before falling asleep or just after awakening, how often 
have you seen things, objects or people that others cannot see? 


Choice 1: Never. 

Choice 2: Once or twice in my life 

Choice 3: Three to ten times in my life 

Choice 4: Between ten and twenty times in my life 
Choice 5: More than twenty times in my life 


Of the people who claimed to have a near-death experience, 
34% answered “yes” to three of more of the five questions 
related to “REM intrusion.” Of the people who did not claim to 
have had a near-death experience, 14% answered “yes” to three 
of more of the five questions related to “REM intrusion.” 
There's a reason why such a difference does not actually 
establish that those reporting near-death experiences more 
often experience such “REM intrusion.” The reason is that those 
who reported a near-death experience may simply have a higher 
degree of candor and openness about reporting out-of-the- 
ordinary experiences. Once someone has reported one type of 
out-of-the-ordinary experience, there may be a kind of 
“breaking the ice” effect that may make him 20% or 30% or 
40% more likely to report a second out-of-the-ordinary 
experience that he might have otherwise never discussed. Such 
a thing can easily account for the difference in the percentage of 
people who answered “yes” to three or more of the questions 
about “REM intrusion.” Since people don't report things like 
near-death experiences when they are on the boundary of 
normal sleep, "REM intrusion" makes no sense as an 
explanation for near-death experiences. 


A second crowdsourced study was done by Kondziella, Dreier, 
Lemale and Olsen, using the same online survey platform of 
Prolific Academy, but using a different group of subjects. The 
results were almost the same as in the first survey. The 
differences are shown below: 
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blown” near-death 
experience (Greyson 
score >= 7) 
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The second of these studies tries to draw a link between near- 
death experiences and “migraine aura” headaches, based on the 
claim that “Forty-eight (6.1%) of 783 subjects without migraine 
aura and 33 (13.0%) of 254 subjects with migraine aura had 
experienced” a near-death experience. Here the attempt at an 
explanation is even less convincing than in the previous survey, 


for we have a mere 13% of those reporting these “migraine aura” 


headaches reporting near-death experiences. X is not likely to 
be the cause of Y if only 13% of the people reporting Y also 
report X. Moreover, there has never been a tendency for people 
to report head pain during near-death experiences, making 
migraine headaches a particularly unlikely explanation. And 
people don't report they have near-death experiences after they 
merely had a bad headache. 


The important takeaways from these two studies are: 


1. A significant fraction of people report near-death 
experiences, with about 25% of people reporting such 
experiences, and about 8% or 10% of people reporting “full 
blown” near-death experiences with 7 or more of the 
classic characteristics of near-death experiences. 


2. Most of those reporting near-death experiences report 
their mind operated exceptionally fast, with some 16% to 
18% of the total population reporting such an effect. 

3. Most of those reporting near-death experiences 
report having had extraordinary experiences in which they 
were separated from their body, with some 10% to 15% of 
the total population reporting such an effect. 


So what we have is a massive empirical reality that is very much 
inconsistent with prevailing dogmas about the brain and mind, 
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that the brain is the source of the mind. But such an empirical 
reality is consistent with the idea that your mind is not the 
product of your brain or body, and that your brain is like a valve 
that serves mainly to limit your mind, rather than something 
that gives rise to your mind. 


Postscript: At the link here we have a survey of survivors of 
the 1976 Tangshan earthquake which killed some 240,000 
people. 81 survivors were interviewed, by talking to patients at 
a convalescent hospital, patients who had been admitted 
because of injuries suffered in the earthquake. 40 out of 81 
reported "full blown" near-death experiences (7 or greater on 
the Greyson scale). 51% (41 out of 81) reported "thinking 
unusually fast," 28% (23 out of 81) reported "sudden 
understanding," 43% (35 out of 81) reported "an out-of-body 
experience," and 65% (53 out of 81) reported "unusually vivid 
thoughts." 
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He Gets "Victorians and the Paranormal" All Wrong 


The Victorian Era was the era when Queen Victoria was queen 
of the British, between 1837 and 1901. The second half of the 
nineteenth century was an astonishing period in which 
inexplicable events repeatedly occurred before a host of 
witnesses, which included ordinary people and countless 
distinguished experts. When those skeptical of the paranormal 
write about such events, they sometimes produce travesties of 
history that are full of gigantic omissions and glaring 
distortions. An example is an article by Karl Bell that appeared 
online on October 31. The article was entitled “Victorian 
scientists thought they'd found an explanation for ghosts — but 
the public didn’t want to hear it.” 


Distorting the historical reality, Bell tries to create in the 
reader's mind two ideas: 


1. That the Spiritualism movement (beginning in 1848) and 
the seances of the following decades were merely caused by 
people misidentifying furniture movements that occurred 
because of muscular movements when people put their 
hands on furniture such as tables. 


2. That the scientist Michael Faraday debunked such things 
by showing an “ideomotor effect” by which people can 
unconsciously move furniture that they are touching. 


The Spiritualist movement that began in 1848 did not originate 
in any accounts of furniture moving when people touched 
furniture. The movement began with reports in Hydesville, New 
York of an abundance of mysterious unexplained noises, 
including mysterious rappings, and many other loud 
unexplained noises. Many witnesses claimed that the noises 
responded in a seemingly intelligent manner to human speech, 
as if they were caused by some invisible power. A very full 
account can be found on pages 284 to 299 of Robert Dale 
Owen's fascinating 1860 book Footfalls on the Boundary of 
Another World. You can read such an account here. 
Interestingly, on page 272 to page 283 of the same book we read 
about a similar case that occurred in 1850 in France, a case in 
which there were two solid months of inexplicable noises and 
inexplicable physical disturbances resembling poltergeist 
activity and an intelligent invisible force. Many witnesses 
attested to the phenomenon at a place that had not yet heard of 
the Hydesville incidents. Referring to this French phenomenon, 
Owen states on page 283, “It would be difficult to find a case 
more explicit or better authenticated than the foregoing.” 


In the early 1850's many people engaged in what was called 
table turning. This involved a group of people placing their 
hands on a table. Very often the table would seem to make 
mysterious movements. The reported effects included the 
following: 


1.a simple tilting or turning of the table when people put 
their fingers on top of it; 
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2. cases of a table rising up into the air when people put their 
fingers on top of it; 


3. cases in which a table would rise up into the air or move 
when no one touched the table. 


Because items (2) and (3) were widely reported, it is clear that 
Faraday did not at all explain the better cases of the reported 
phenomena. There is no amount of manual force with the 
fingers that can cause a table to rise up into the air when people 
place their fingers on top of it, even if they are intentionally 
trying to do such a thing. Nor can any theory of unconscious 
force explain cases of tables moving or rising when no one 
touched them. 


The rituals called seances might involve table turning, but often 
involved many other types of seemingly paranormal activity. 
Reported events at seances included the mysterious levitation of 
furniture or chairs (sometimes when no one was touching 
them), the levitation of a human being, the arising of mysterious 
inexplicable noises, voices appearing from out of nowhere, 
musical instruments playing when no one touched them, the 
appearance of mysterious lights, curtains or other objects 
shaking or fluttering when no one was touching them, or objects 
seeming to appear from out of nowhere (what are called 
apports). 


It is therefore a misleading distortion to suggest that the activity 
at seances was merely table turning. Clearly table turning was 
only a small fraction of the reported paranormal activity at 
seances. 


This phenomenon of table turning (and related anomalous 
phenomena) were scientifically investigated by a distinguished 
scientist, Harvard chemistry professor emeritus Robert Hare. 
Hare started out completely believing in Faraday's idea that 
table turning was caused purely by muscular force. But his 
investigations led him to reject such an idea. In 1855 he 
published a long book reaching the conclusion that the 
phenomenon involved an inexplicable paranormal reality. For 
example, on page 46 he states, “I first saw a table continue in 
motion when every person had withdrawn to about the distance 
of a foot; so that no one touched it; and while thus agitated on 
our host saying, 'Move the table toward Dr. Hare,’ it moved 
toward me and back again.” This is only one of countless 
paranormal incidents described in the book, which Hare mainly 
regarded as proof of some mysterious paranormal reality. He 
devised numerous scientific instruments to test paranormal 
effects, and frequently found them to give dramatic inexplicable 
results. 


This phenomenon of table turning was also scientifically 
investigated at length by Count Agenor de Gasparin, who 
published in 1857 a two-volume scientific book describing 
countless paranormal effects (such as table levitation and 
mysterious rappings) observed under controlled conditions. 
Gasparin's research is well-summarized in Chapter VI of the 
book Mysterious Psychic Forces by the astronomer Camille 
Flammarion. For example, Gasparin described this happening 
on September 3, 1853: 


“Some one proposed the experiment which consists in causing 
a table to rotate and give raps while it has on it aman 
weighing say a hundred and ninety pounds. We accordingly 
placed such a man on the table, and the twelve experimenters, 
in chain, applied their fingers to it. The success was complete: 
the table turned, and rapped several strokes. Then it rose up 
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entirely off the floor in such a way as to upset the person who 
was upon it.” 


Such a result is inexplicable through any result of subconscious 
muscle movement. Gasparin reported the following occuring on 
October 7, 1853: 


“Let us turn again to the finest of all demonstrations, that of 
levitation without contact. We began by performing it three 
times. Then, since it was thought by some that the inspection of 
the witnesses could be carried on in a surer way in the case of 
a small table than in that of a large one, and with five 
operators more certainly than with ten, we had a plain deal 
centre-table brought which the chain, reduced by half, sufficed 
to put in rotation. Then the hands were lifted, and, contact 
with the table being entirely broken, it rose seven times into the 
air at our command.” 


Since this was a report of levitation of a table without contact, it 
obviously cannot be explained through Faraday's “ideomotor 
effect” of subconscious muscle movement. Shockingly, the 
phenomenon of table turning had stood up well to rigorous 
scientific experiments, with the investigators finding it to be a 
mysterious paranormal reality rather than something they could 
debunk. 


Something similar was reported in 1855 by Eliab Wilkinson 
Capron, who reported that a “table moved on the floor with 
nobody touching it — moved to the distance of a foot or more 
and back, in various directions.” In 1869 the London Dialectical 
Society (a rationalist organization) launched a major scientific 
investigation of phenomena such as table turning. It concluded 
that “movements of heavy bodies take place without mechanical 
contrivance of any kind or adequate exertion of muscular force 
by the persons present, and frequently without contact or 
connection with any person.” 


Excerpts of the report of the committee can be read here, and 
the entire report can be read here. Below are some quotes from 
the report (go to this link to see the place in the report from 
which I quote). 


1. "Thirteen witnesses state that they have seen heavy 
bodies-in some instances men—rise slowly in the air and 
remain there for some time without visible or tangible 
support. 

2. Fourteen witnesses testify to having seen hands or 
figures, not appertaining to any human being, but life-like 
in appearance and mobility, which they have sometimes 
touched or even grasped, and which they are therefore 
convinced were not the result of imposture or illusion. 


3. Five witnesses state that they have been touched, by some 
invisible agency, on various parts of the body, and often 
where requested, when the hands of all present were 
visible. 

4. Thirteen witnesses declare that they have heard musical 
pieces well played upon instruments not manipulated by 
an ascertainable agency. 

5. Five witnesses state that they have seen red-hot coals 
applied to the hands or heads of several persons without 
producing pain or scorching; and three witnesses state 
that they have had the same experiment made upon 
themselves with the like immunity. 


6. Eight witnesses state that they have received precise 
information through rappings, writings, and in other 
ways, the accuracy of which was unknown at the time to 
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themselves or to any persons present, and which, on 
subsequent inquiry was found to be correct. 


7. One witness declares that he has received a precise and 
detailed statement which, nevertheless, proved to be 
entirely erroneous. 


8. Three witnesses state that they have been present when 
drawings, both in pencil and colours, were produced in so 
short a time, and under such conditions as to render 
human agency impossible. 


9. Six witnesses declare that they have received information 
of future events and that in some cases the hour and 
minute of their occurrence have been accurately foretold, 
days and even weeks before." 


Flammarion states that the committee included "physicists, 
chemists, astronomers and naturalists, several of them 
members of the London Royal Society." At this place in the 
report, the committee made the following general conclusions: 


"These reports, hereto subjoined, substantially corroborate 
each other, and would appear to establish the following 
propositions:— 


1. That sounds of a varied character, apparently proceeding 
from articles of furniture, the floor and walls of the room (the 
vibrations accompanying which sounds are often distinctly 
perceptible to the touch) occur, without being produced by 
muscular action or mechanical contrivance. 


2. That movements of heavy bodies take place without 
mechanical contrivance of any kind or adequate exertion of 
muscular force by the persons present, and frequently without 
contact or connection with any person. 


3. That these sounds and movements often occur at the times 
and in the manner asked for by persons present, and, by 
means of a simple code of signals, answer questions and spell 
out coherent communications. 


4. That the answers and communications thus obtained are, 
for the most part, of a commonplace character; but facts are 
sometimes correctly given which are only known to one of the 
persons present." 


Perhaps the most famous scientific investigations into the 
paranormal in the Victorian Era were the investigations of the 
eminent scientist William Crookes. Bell conveniently ignores 
making any mention of Crookes, and it is easy to figure out why. 
The case is one that is entirely inconsistent with what Bell tries 
to insinuate. 


Crookes was the co-discover of the element thallium, and the 
inventor of the Crookes tube, a kind of vacuum tube that was 
the earliest ancestor of all television sets and computer 
monitors. Crookes made two important investigations into the 
paranormal. The first was to investigate the famous medium 
Daniel Dunglas Home. Many distinguished observers had 
reported the most astonishing paranormal phenomena in the 
presence of Home, such as levitations of furniture and 
levitations of Home himself. Home passed Crookes' scientific 
tests with flying colors. Crookes reported that when Home 
merely touched the top of an accordion that Crookes had 
recently bought, while the accordion was inside a cage, the 
musical instrument played by itself; and that when Home 
removed his hand entirely, so no one was touching the 
instrument, it also played by itself. "The instrument then 
continued to play, no person touching it, and no hand being 
near it," Crookes reported (Researches in the Phenomena of 
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Spiritualism, page 13). 


On page 10 Crookes writes the following: 


"Among the remarkable phenomena which occur under Mr. 
Home's influence, the most striking, as well as the most easily 
tested with scientific accuracy, are —(1) the alteration in the 
weight of bodies, and (2) the playing of tunes upon musical 
instruments (generally an accordion, for purposes of 
portability) without direct human intervention, under 
conditions rendering contact or connection with the keys 
impossible. Not until I had witnessed these facts some half- 
dozen times, and scrutinised them with all the critical acumen 
that I possess, did I become convinced of their objective 
reality." 


Crookes also investigated the medium Florence Cook. He 
reported the most astonishing phenomenon: that a ghostly “full 
form materialization” would repeatedly appear next to the body 
of Florence Cook. This could not have been Florence in disguise, 
for Crookes reported seeing both at the same time. A fuller 
discussion of Crookes’ account of these investigations (with 
quotations of his exact statements) can be found here. 


Besides not saying a word about Crookes, and not saying a word 
about the investigation of the London Dialectical Society, Bell 
fails to say a word about perhaps the other most famous case of 
the Victorian era, the case of Leonora Piper. Unlike mediums 
such as Home and Cook, Piper was what is called a mental 
medium. Except for one time, she produced no anomalous 
physical phenomena. But upon going into a trance, Piper 
seemed to speak under the control of some external spirit. Very 
many times, in such trances Piper would seem to know things 
that were impossible for her to know, such as intimate details of 
the lives of the people in the same room. 


For eighteen months, Piper was investigated by William James, 
a psychologist so eminent that he is sometimes called “the 
father of American psychology.” On page 268 of this link, in the 
article on Piper, we read that in the Proceedings of the Society 
for Psychical Research, James concluded the following: “And I 
repeat again what I said before, that, taking everything that I 
know of Mrs. Piper into account, the result is to make me feel as 
absolutely certain as I am of any personal fact in the world that 
she knows things in her trances which she cannot possibly have 
heard in her waking state, and that the definite philosophy of 
her trances is yet to be found.” An arch-skeptic (Richard 
Hodgson) was brought in to investigate, and even resorted to 
hiring private investigators to search for evidence of fraud. 
None was found, and Hodgson ended up avowing to the 
authenticity of Piper. 


Bell also completely fails to mention the Society's work 
documenting reports of apparitions seen by credible witnesses. 
The culmination of that work was a 1000-page two-volume 
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work by three members of the Society (psychologist Edmund 
Gurney, Frederic Myers and Frank Podmore), entitled 
Phantasms of the Living, which can be read online here and 
here. 


The very careful scholarly work Phantasms of the Living 
provided many hundreds of well-documented cases of people 
seeing apparitions or ghosts. You can read summaries of many 
of the accounts here and here and here and here and here and 
here. A type of case very commonly reported was when someone 
would unexpectedly see an apparition of someone he did not 
know was dead, only to find out later that such a person had 
recently died. Very many such accounts can be read using the 
links I just gave. 


Far from providing some natural explanation for ghosts, the 
massive scholarly work Phantasms of the Living failed to do any 
such thing, and made it look more likely than ever that there is 
no natural explanation for ghosts and apparitions. Again and 
again, the accounts in the book were just the type of thing we 
would expect if a human soul survives death and leaves the body 
after death. 


What do we hear about Leonora Piper in Bell's account? Not a 
word, nor does he mention the equally dramatic Victorian case 
of Eusapia Palladino. What do we hear about Phantasms of the 
Living in Bell's account? Not a word. He mentions the physicist 
William Barrett, failing to tell us that Barrett authored the book 
Deathbed Visions giving many accounts of people seeing 
apparitions, without offering any natural explanation for such 
sightings. Under a misleading heading “Debunking the bump in 
the night,” Bell merely says the following, trying to make it 
sound as if the Society for Psychical Research had somehow 
debunked the paranormal: 


“Various subcommittees investigated hypnotism, telepathy, 
seances and hauntings). Their work helped expose frauds and 
they were careful to apply scientific controls to their 
investigations.” 


Not one word is mentioned by Bell about all the evidence for the 
paranormal gathered by the Society for Psychical Research. Bell 
ends by approvingly quoting some person in 1882 who made 
the stupid statement that scientists must engage in “careful 
abstention from dangerous trains of thought,” which sounds 
like something we would hear not from a scientist but from a 
dogmatic religionist. 


The title of Bell's article is very misleading. His title claims 
“Victorian scientists thought they'd found an explanation for 
ghosts,” but he mentions only one such scientist (who did not 
actually claim to have an explanation for ghosts, but only for 
turning tables). A more accurate title to describe a full 
discussion of Victorian scientists and the paranormal would be 
“Victorian scientists found good evidence for the paranormal all 
over the place.” 
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An Astronomer's First-Hand Accounts of the 
Paranormal 


Camille Flammarion was one of the most well-known 
astronomers of his day. I have published one post on the many 
accounts of apparition sightings written up by Flammarion, 
based on accounts sent to him. I have also published a post on 
the accounts of ESP incidents written up by Flammarion. Now 
let us look at some astounding paranormal events that 
Flammarion claimed to have seen with his own eyes. 


The accounts can be found in Flammarion's book Mysterious 
Psychic Forces, which you can read online here or here. The 
page numbers I give will correspond to page numbers in the 
first of these links. On page 20 Flammarion states the following: 


"IT have so often seen a rather heavy table lifted to a height of 
eight, twelve, sixteen inches from the floor, and I have taken 
such undeniably authentic photographs of these; I have so 
often proved to myself that the suspension of this article of 
furniture by the imposition upon it of the hands of four or five 
persons produces the effect of a floating in a tub full of water 
or other elastic fluid, that, for me, the levitation of objects is no 
more doubtful than that of a pair of scissors lifted by the aid of 
a magnet." 


An account like this should come as no surprise to anyone who 
read my previous post “When World Class Scientists Saw 
Ghosts (Part 1).” In that post I quoted the testimony of the 
world class scientist Sir William Crookes (the discoverer of the 
element thallium) that he had personally observed paranormal 
levitation occurring multiple times. Very specifically, 
Flammarion states on page 20 that on March 29, 1906, he sawa 
table rise 15 to 20 inches above the ground while he and the 
medium Eusapia Palladino were standing above the table with 
their hands on it (the other observers being at a distance), and 
also while one of Eusapia's hands was resting on Flammarion's 
hand. On page 21, Flammarion says, “This phenomenon of 
levitation is, to me, absolutely proved, although we cannot 
explain it.” He also states this on page 21: 
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"T will add that quite often the table continues to rise even after 
the experimenters have ceased to touch it. This is movement 
without contact." 


Skeptics always try to dismiss the many accounts of scientists, 
physicians and professors who stated they observed a wide 
variety of shockingly paranormal activity around Eusapia 
Palladino, on the grounds that Palladino was sometimes found 
cheating. But such an objection doesn't work, because the fact is 
that innumerable times such wonders were observed when 
Palladino was constrained so that there was no opportunity of 
cheating. On countless occasions such authorities would hold 
the arms and legs of Palladino, preventing her from moving. 
Under such controlled conditions the inexplicable and 
paranormal would happen again and again. 


On page 22 Flammarion says he saw a heavy chair five times 
move across a floor without anyone touching it. He also states 
the following: “Curtains near the medium, but which it is 
impossible for her to touch, either with the hand or the foot, 
swell out their whole length, as if inflated by a gusty wind.” This 
effect was reported by numerous other distinguished observers, 
such as Lombroso on this page. Also on page 22 Flammarion 
states the following: 


"Here is a fifth instance, authenticated by me several times, 
and always with the same care. While I am holding one hand 
of Eusapia in mine, and one of my astronomical friends, tutor 
at the Ecole Polytechnique, is holding the other, we are 
touched, first one and then the other, upon the side and on the 
shoulders, as if by an invisible hand." 


On page 27 Flammarion discusses a session on June 7, 1906 
with Eusapia Palladino, in which a table was levitated: 


"We had on that evening some movements of the table and a 
complete lifting of the four feet to a height of about eight 
inches. Six of us sat around the table,—Eusapia, Madame and 
Monsieur Ostwalt, their son Pierre, sixteen years old, my wife 
and myself. Our hands placed above the table scarcely touched 
it, and were almost wholly detached at the moment it rose 
from the floor. No fraud possible. Full light." 


On page 64 to 65 Flammarion discusses an 1892 session he had 
with the medium Eusapia Palladino: 


"There is full light,—a big kerosene lamp with a wide burner 
and a light yellow shade, besides two lighted candles. At the 
end of three minutes the table begins to move, balancing itself, 
and rising sometimes to the right, sometimes to the left. A 
minute afterwards it is lifted entirely from the floor, to a height 
of about nine inches, and remains there two seconds. In a 
second trial, I take the two hands of Eusapia in mine. A notable 
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levitation is produced, nearly under the same conditions. We 
repeat the same experiments thrice, in such a way that five 
levitations of the table take place in a quarter of an hour, and 
for several seconds the four feet are completely lifted from the 
floor, to the height of about nine inches. During one of the 
levitations the experimenters did not touch the table at all, but 
formed the chain above it and in the air; and Eusapia acted in 
the same way. So then it seems that an object can be lifted, in 
opposition to the law of gravity, without the contact of the 
hands which have just been acting upon it." 


Flammarion then describes a long series of inexplicable events 
he witnessed. Here from the middle of page 67 is part of the 
long description: 


"The little round table, placed outside of the cabinet, at the left 
of the medium, approaches the table, climbs clear up on it and 
lies across it. The guitar in the cabinet is heard moving about 
and giving out sounds. The curtain is puffed out, and the 
guitar is brought upon the table, resting upon the shoulder of 
M. de Fontenay. It is then laid upon the table, the large end 
toward the medium. Then it rises and moves over the heads of 
the company without touching them. It gives forth several 
sounds. The phenomenon lasts about fifteen seconds. It can 
readily be seen that the guitar is floating in the air, and the 
reflection of the red lamp glides over its shining surface. A 
rather bright gleam, pear-shaped, is seen on the ceiling in the 
other corner of the room." 


On page 74 Flammarion states this: 


"After the end of that séance of the 27th of July, 1897, as I 
desired to see again the levitation of a table in full light, the 
chain was formed standing, the hands lightly placed upon the 
table. The latter began to oscillate, then rose up to a height of 
nine inches from the floor, remained there several seconds (all 
the participators remaining on their feet), and fell heavily back 
again." 
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From this page of the Flammarion book 


On page 76 Flammarion begins to quote some reports written 
by those who witnessed sessions he carried out with Eusapia 
Palladino in Flammarion's house. Some of the highlights of 
these reports are in the table below: 


Writer of 


account 


M. Arthur Levy, 
page 78 


Quote from account 


“We rest our hands on the table. In a few 
moments it begins to oscillate, stands on 
one foot, strikes the floor, rears up, rises 
wholly into the air,—sometimes twelve 
inches, sometimes eight inches, from the 
ground. Eusapia utters a sharp cry, 
resembling a cry of joy, of deliverance; the 
curtain behind her swells out, and, all 
inflated as it is, comes forward upon the 
table. Other raps are heard in the table, 
and simultaneously in the floor at a 
distance of about ten feet from us. All this 
in full light....The table is always shaking 
and makes sudden jolts. Eusapia calls to us 
to look. Above her head appears a hand. It 
is a small hand, like that of a little girl of 
fifteen years, the palm forward, the fingers 
joined, the thumb projecting...we hear the 
sound of the tambourine, which is then 
quickly thrown upon the table. Next the 
violin arrives in the same manner, and we 
hear its strings sound. I seize the 
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tambourine and ask the Invisible if he 
wishes to take it. I feel a hand grasping the 
instrument. I am not willing to let it go. A 
struggle now ensues between myself and a 
force which I judge to be considerable.” 


M. Armelin, “At five minutes of ten the table is lifted 

pages 89-90 from the side opposite to the medium and 
falls back with a bang. At ten o'clock it rises 
from the side of the medium, who 
withdraws her hands, the other persons 
holding their hands lifted up. The same 
effect is produced three times. The second 
time, while the table is in the air, M. 
Antoniadi declares that he is leaning on it 
with all his weight and is unable to lower it. 
The third time, M. Mathieu leans on it in 
the same way and experiences the same 
resistance. During this time, Eusapia holds 
her closed fist about four inches above the 
table, looking as if she were strongly 
grasping something. The action lasts 
several seconds. There is no doubt 
whatever about this levitation.” 


M. Le Bocain, “I addressed myself to the spirit in Arabic, 
page 100-101 in very nearly the following terms: 'Tf it is 


really thou, Rosalie, who art in the midst of 
us, pull the hair on the back of my head 
three times in succession.’ About ten 
minutes later, and when I had almost 
completely forgotten my request, I felt my 
hair pulled three separate times, just as I 
had desired. I certify this fact, which, 
besides, formed for me a most convincing 
truth of the presence of a familiar spirit 
close about us.” 


On page 101 Flammarion says that while there was some 
disagreement among the witness reports he has given, with one 
witness refusing to believe anything paranormal was occurring, 
“The levitation of the table, for example, its complete 
detachment from the floor under the action of an unknown 
force acting in opposition to the law of gravity, is a fact which 
cannot reasonably be contested.” 


On page 103 Flammarion describes an experiment he tried 
similar to an experiment the scientist William Crookes did with 
the medium Daniel Dunglas Home. In that experiment with 
Home (according to Crookes) an accordion that Crookes had 
bought was observed to play by itself. 


Flammarion bought an accordion at a bazaar. He placed it 
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above the head of the medium Eusapia Palladino, while her 
hands were firmly held: "All possibility of fraud is eliminated; 
for the instrument is well above Eusapia's head, her hands are 
firmly held." Under such conditions the accordion was heard to 
play by itself. Page 108 reports a levitating book floating in the 
air after passing through a solid curtain. 


On page 115 Flammarion quotes a letter written by Professor 
Chiaia of Naples. He states the following about Eusapia 
Palladino: 


"This woman rises in the air, no matter what bands tie her 
down. She seems to lie upon the empty air as on a couch, 
contrary to all the laws of gravity; she plays on musical 
instruments— organs, bells, tambourines—as if they had been 
touched by her hands or moved by the breath of invisible 
gnomes....This woman, at times, can increase her stature by 
more than four inches. She is like an india-rubber doll, like an 
automaton of a new kind; she takes strange forms. How many 
legs and arms has she? We do not know. While her limbs are 
being held by incredulous spectators, we see other limbs 
coming into view, without knowing where they come from." 


On page 134 Flammarion quotes a report of M. de Siemiradski, 
who stated the following: 


"The piano then opens noisily, and we hear the bass notes of 
the keyboard sounding. I utter aloud my desire to hear high 
notes and low notes touched at the same time, as a proof that 
the unknown force can act at the two ends of the keyboard. My 
wish is granted, and we hear bass notes and treble notes 
sounded at the same time, which seems to prove the action of 
two distinct hands. Then the instrument advances toward us. . 
It presses against our group, and we are obliged to get up and 
move back with our experiment table, and we do not stop until 
we have thus moved back several yards." 


On page 137 Flammarion quotes a M. Ochorowicz as stating, 
“The hypothesis of a ‘fluidic double’ (astral body), which, under 
certain conditions, detaches itself and acts independently of the 
body of the medium, seems necessary for the explanation of the 
greater part of the phenomena.” 


On page 151 Flammarion quotes M. Porro as giving this account 
of a levitation in which Eusapia Palladino (seated in a chair) 
levitated to the top of a table: 


"The medium lifts her two hands, all the time clasped in mine 
and in those of No. 5 (Morselli), and uttering groans, cries, 
exhortations, she rises with her chair, so far as to place its two 
feet and the ends of its two front cross-bars upon the top of the 
table....Eusapia was lifted up still farther with her chair, from 
the upper part of the table, in such a way that No. 11 on one 
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side and I on the other were able to pass our hands under her 
feet and under those of the chair. Moreover, the fact that the 
posterior feet of the chair were entirely off of the table, without 
any visible support makes this levitation still more 
irreconcilable with the supposition that Eusapia could have 
made her body and the chair take an upward leap." 


Flammarion's testimony and accounts are corroborated by 
several sources you can read online. One of these is Hereward 
Carrington's long book "Eusapia Palladino and Her 
Phenomena," which you can read online here. Another such 
book is the book "After Death -- What?" by Cesare Lombroso. 
You can read the book online here. Lombroso was an influential 
figure in criminology, the scientific study of crime. On page 49 
of the book, Lombroso states the following, repeating the 
astonishing claim made by Porro: 


"The Levitation of the Medium to the Top of the Table. 
Among the most important and significant of the occurrences 
we put this levitation. It took place twice, — that is to say, on 
the 28th of September and the 3d of October. The medium, who 
was seated near one end of the table, was lifted up in her chair 
bodily, amid groans and lamentations on her part, and 
placed (still seated) on the table, then returned to the same 
position as before, with her hands continually held, her 
movements being accompanied by the persons next her. On the 
evening of the 28th of September, while her hands were being 
held by MM. Richet and Lombroso, she complained of hands 
which were grasping her under the arms; then, while 

in trance, with the changed voice characteristic of this state, 
she said. 'Now I lift my medium up on the table.' After two or 
three seconds the chair with Eusapia in it was not violently 
dashed, but lifted without hitting anything, on to the top of the 
table, and M. Richet and I are sure that we did not even assist 
the levitation by our own force. After some talk in the trance 
state the medium announced her descent, and (M. Finzi having 
been substituted for me) was deposited on the floor with the 
same security and precision, while MM. Richet and Finzi 
followed the movements of her hands and body without at all 
assisting them, and kept asking each other questions about the 
position of the hands. Moreover, during the descent both 
gentlemen repeatedly felt a hand touch them on the head. On 
the evening of October 3 the thing was repeated in quite 
similar circumstances, MM. Du Prel and Finzi being one on 
each side of Eusapia." 


On page 43 of the book, Lombroso gives corroboration of the 
previous report by Flammarion of table levitations (the 
mysterious rising of a table into the air). 


"Complete Levitation of the Table. It was natural to 
conclude that if the table, in apparent contradiction with the 
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law of gravitation, was able to rise on one side, it would be 
able to rise completely. In fact, that is what happened, and 
these levitations are among those of most frequent occurrence 
in experiments with Eusapia. They were usually produced 
under the following conditions : The persons seated around the 
table place their hands on it and form the chain there. 

Each hand of the medium is held by the adjacent hand of the 
neighbor on each side; each of her feet is under the foot of her 
neighbor ; these furthermore press against her knees with 
theirs. As usual, she is seated at one of the short sides (end) of 
the table, — the position least favorable for mechanical 
levitation. After a few minutes the table makes a lateral 
movement, rises now to the right and now to the left, and 
finally is lifted wholly off its four feet into the air, 
horizontally, as if afloat in a liquid, and ordinarily to a 

height of from IO to 20 centimetres (sometimes, exceptionally, 
as high as 60 or 70), then falls back on all four feet at once. 
Sometimes it stays in the air for several seconds, and even 
makes fluctuating motions there, during which the position of 
the feet under it can be thoroughly inspected. " 


On page 55-56 of the book Lombroso tells us of another 
astonishing thing he saw, corroborating the report of M. Arthur 
Levy quoted above: 


"Once a closed fist appeared on the head of the medium. It 
opened slowly and showed the hand open, with the fingers 
spread apart. It is impossible to state the number of times that 
this hand appeared and was touched by us. Suffice it to say 
that no doubt was any longer possible. It was actually a living 
human hand that we saw and touched, while at the same 

time the entire bust and the arms of the medium remained in 
sight and her hands were continuously held by her neighbors 
on each side." 


Eusapia Palladino was not the only medium who seemed to 
have an abundant ability to produce paranormal effects under 
the observation and restrictions of scientists. There were 
several others, including (1) Daniel Dunglas Home (who 
produced dramatic paranormal effects under controlled 
conditions set up by the leading scientist William Crookes, as 
described here); (2) Marthe Beraud, who produced a wealth of 
inexplicable effects under the controlled investigation of a 
scientist, as described here; (3) Indridi Indridason who 
produced spectacular paranormal effects under controlled 
conditions set up by a scientific committee to investigate him 
(as described here). 


Claims about the impossibility of effects such as these are based 
on a belief in a non-existence of spiritual beings and the non- 
existence of a human soul. But if there exists spiritual beings or 
human souls, then we have no idea what are the limitations or 
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powers of such things, and you have a situation that is best 
described with the colloquial expressions "it's a whole new 
ballgame" and "all bets are off" -- in other words, we have no 
warrant making claims about an impossibility of paranormal 
phenomena. 


Postscript: On page 377 to 430 of Volume 6 of the Annnals of 
Psychical Research (1907), we have an astonishing account by 
Professor Phillipe Bottazzi of a host of paranormal wonders he 
witnessed in the presence of Eusapia Palladino. On page 422 we 
read the following account of the appearance of a doubling of 
Eusapia's left arm: 


"Whilst Galeotti was controlling Eusapia's right hand, he 
distinctly saw the doubling of the left arm of the medium. 
‘Look! he exclaimed, 'T see two left arms, identical in 
appearance ; one is on the little table, and it is that which 
Mme. Bottazzi touches; the other seems to come out of her 
shoulder, to approach her, and touch her, and then return and 
melt into her body again. This is not an hallucination ; Iam 
awake, Iam conscious of the two simultaneous visual 
sensations which I experience when Mme. Bottazzi says that 
she bas been touched.' The results of this seance were very 
favourable because they eliminated the slightest trace of 
suspicion or uncertainty relative to the genuineness of these 
phenomena." 


On page 413 the professor gives this account: 


"I felt an open hand seize me behind, gently, by the neck. 
Instinctively I let go of Dr. Poso's right hand with my left and I 
carried it where I clearly felt this sensation of contact, and I 
found the hand which was touching me : a left hand, neither 
cold nor hot, with rough bony fingers which dissolved under 
pressure ; they did not retire by producing a sensation of 
withdrawal, but they dissolved, 'dematerialized,' melted. 
Shortly afterwards the same hand was laid on my head ; I 
carried mine quickly to the spot, I felt it, I grasped it ; it was 
obliterated and again disappeared into my grasp.” 


On the same page the professor states, "Two apparitions of 
human faces were also seen." 


The account above of a dissolving spirit hand may seem too 
hard to believe, but let us consider that the same thing was 
reported by the very prestigious scientist William Crookes, one 
of the greatest scientists of the nineteenth century. On pages 92 
to 93 of his Researches into the Phenomena of Spiritualism, 
Crookes reported observing such paranormal hands multiple 
times, and said they were often self-luminous. Below is a quote 
by Crookes which sounds very similar to the passage just 
sighted: 
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"To the touch, the hand sometimes appears icy cold and 
dead, at other times, warm and life-like, grasping my own 
with the firm pressure of an old friend. I have retained one of 
these hands in my own, firmly resolved not to let it escape. 
There was no struggle or effort made to get loose, but it 
gradually seemed to resolve itself into vapour, and faded in 
that manner from my grasp." 


On page 556 of Volume 6 of the Annals of Psychical Research 
(1907), we have the following statement asserting that levitation 
and apparitions of hands were observed under carefully 
controlled conditions, by quite a few distinguished scientists 
and professors: 


"A SERIES of seances with Eusapia Paladino have just been 
held in Naples. They have been perhaps more important than 
all that have preceded them, because conducted under even 
more severe scientific control. These seances took place in the 
laboratory of Professor Ph. .Bottazzi, Director of the 
Physiological Institute in the University of Naples. There were 
also present, Dr. G. Galeotti, Professor of General Pathology in 
the University of Naples; Dr. T. De Amicis, Professor of 
Dermatology and Syphilography at the same University, Dr. 
o. Scarpa, Professor of Electro-Chemistry at the Polytechnic 
School in Naples; M. E. Jona, Senator, President of the Italian 
Electro. Technical Association; Dr. A. Cardarelli, Senator, 
Professor of Clinical Medicine in the University of Naples; M. 
N. Minutillo, Professor of Jurisprudence in the University. 
Mme. Bottazzi was also present at two seances, in the course of 
which mediumistic faculties revealed themselves in her-which 
disturbed her considerably. By the light of three lamps the 
table round wbich the experimenters were seated was seen to 
rise as high as nearly half a yard (4oc.) or to float in the air 
untouched, without any contact with Eusapia, for about 
twenty-five minutes; then apparitions of hands began, and of 
black heads, etc." 


Below is Figure 2 following page 404 of Volume 8 of the Annals 
of Psychical Research (1909). It shows a levitation produced 
during one of the scientific tests of Eusapia Palladino. 
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On pages 404-405 we have a description of what went on, which 
included a levitation of the table when no one was touching it: 


"The two hands, feet, and knees of Eusapia - being controlled, 
the table is raised suddenly, all four feet leaving the ground, 
then two and again four feet; Eusapia closes het fists, and 
holds them towards the table, which is then completely raised - 
from the floor five times in succession, five raps being also 
given. It is again completely raised, whilst each of Eusapia's 
hands is on the head of a sitter. It is raised to the height of one 
foot from the floor and suspended in the air for seven seconds 
while Eusapia kept her hand on the table and a lighted candle 
was placed under the table; it was completely raised to a 
height of ten inches from the floor and suspended in the air for 
four seconds, M. Curie only having his hand on the table, 
Eusapia's hand being placed on top of his. It was completely 
raised when M. Curie had his hand on Eusapia's knees and 
Eusapia had one hand on the table and die other on M. Curie's 
hand, her feet tied to the chair on which she was sitting. Two 
and then four feet of the table were raised when a weight of ten 
kilogrammes was placed on the table, the hands, feet, and 
knees of Eusapia being thoroughly controlled. It was 
completely raised when touched by no one, not even Eusapia, 
she being under perfect control." 
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Anonymously, Scientists Report the Paranormal as 
Much as Average People 


For a long time, skeptics have attempted to use gaslighting to explain 
away observations of the paranormal. Gaslighting is when someone 
tries to shake confidence in an observational report by raising doubts 
about the mind or observational skills of the observer. A person 
engaging in gaslighting may try to suggest that you only reported 
seeing something because: 


1. you were hysterical; 


2. you simply got confused, and “mixed up” the observational 
details; 

3. you overreacted; 

4. you confabulated, filling in details later that you didn't actually 
see; 


5. you failed to observe carefully because you're not a “trained 
observer”; 


6. you're just a “fantasy-prone” person who confuses your 
imagination with reality; 
7. perhaps you hallucinated; 


8. perhaps you were intoxicated or under the influence of drugs. 


Gaslighting is used by skeptics of the paranormal and also by the 
defense attorneys of accused rapists and sex abusers. 
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A recent study by Dean Radin and four other scientists helps to 
discredit claims that reports of the paranormal come mainly from 
people with poor observational skills. The scientists sent an email to 
254,102 people, asking them to fill out a survey about extraordinary 
experiences they may have had. Many of the people who got the 
email were scientists. Of the people who filled out the whole survey, 
283 were from the general population, 175 were scientists and 441 
were “enthusiasts” who had been identified as having an interest in the 
paranormal or the extraordinary. 


The subjects were asked to answer “Yes” or “No” to questions about a 
large variety of possible paranormal experiences. Large fractions of 
the scientists who completed the survey answered “Yes” to some of 
the questions. For example: 


Question Percent of survey- 
answering scientists 


answering “Yes” 


Felt as though you were in touch with 
someone when they were far away from 
you? 


Received important information through 


your dreams? 
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Known something about the future that you |48.0% 


had no normal way to know ? 


Felt as though you were really in touch with 
someone who died? 


Experienced your awareness traveling 


outside of your body ? 


Known information about past events or an 
individual’s past experiences without any 
possible way of you knowing it? 


Seen events that happened at a great 
distance as they were happening? 


Caused your body to float in the air for any 
period of time using only your mind? 


From the table above, you might conclude that large fractions of 


scientists experience paranormal experiences. But that assumption 


might not be correct. The vast amount of people who got the survey 
email did not answer it. So it could be that only small percentages of 


scientists experience such things, and that people having such 


experiences were more likely to answer the survey. 


But the survey does seem to offer important evidence relating to 


whether people who are “trained observers” are less likely to report 


paranormal experiences than average people. The table below 


compares some answers given by scientists in the survey to answers 


given by non-scientists. 


Question Percent of survey- 
answering general 
population 
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Received important 
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dreams? 
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We see from the table above that the percentage of scientists who 
reported such paranormal experiences was usually higher than the 
percentage of non-scientists who reported such things. The “trained 
observers” reported more paranormal experiences than the average 
person. This debunks claims or insinuations that reports of the 
paranormal are caused by unreliable observers. 


It is interesting that the survey fails to ask about some of the main 
types of paranormal observations. If I had got the survey, I would have 
had to answer nothing but “No,” except for one or two questions, even 
though I have had very many paranormal-seeming observational 
events (as described here). 


The survey should have had several additional questions, including the 
following: 


e Did you ever have a strong impression that a thought was 
traveling between your mind and the mind of someone else, 
even though nothing was spoken, typed or written? 

e Did you ever repeatedly get in photographs some type of 
anomaly that you cannot explain? 

e Did you ever see some event around your home or office 
that you cannot explain, such as a lamp seeming to turn on 
by itself, a door seeming to open or unlock itself, or a TV 
seeming to change channels by itself? 

e Did you ever notice some object that seemed to have 
appeared in an inexplicable way? 

e Did you ever see with your own eyes some sight that you 
cannot explain, such as something like a ghost or a UFO? 


e Did you ever have a thought of someone, just before the 
person unexpectedly called or unexpectedly appeared? 
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If these questions had been asked, an even higher percentage of 
respondents would have answered in the affirmative. 
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Astonishing Accounts of ESP 


There are two types of evidence for extrasensory perception 
(ESP) or telepathy. One type of evidence consists of scientific 
experiments. This evidence is very strong, and such 
experiments have very often produced results very far above 
what would be expected by chance (see here and here and the 
table below for some examples). Another type of evidence is 
anecdotal evidence, simply consisting of the accounts of people 
who seemed to experience extrasensory perception. 


Louisa Rhine collected thousands of such accounts, some of 
which can be read in the fascinating book The Gift by 


psychologist Sally Rhine Feather. Before Louisa Rhine's activity, 


a world-famous astronomer (Camille Flammarion) compiled 
many reports he received of extrasensory perception. Let us 
now look at some of the reports of ESP made by Flammarion in 
his superb book The Unknown. The accounts are taken from 
Chapter VI of that book, which can be read here. 


A Dr. Texte cited by Flammarion on page 246 reported that a 
woman put it into a hypnotic trance “followed a conversation 
during which I expressed myself only mentally,” and that she 
“answered the questions which I addressed to her in this 
manner.” In the pages preceding and following this, 
Flammarion describes quite a few cases of people who seemed 
to show ESP while under hypnosis. 


There seems to have been a poor follow-up on this promising 
lead, that ESP may be much higher for people in hypnotic 
trances. We do know that in the “ganzfeld” laboratory 
experiments involving people deprived of normal sensory 
inputs, subjects consistently score far above chance, guessing 
with an accuracy of between 32 percent and 37 percent, much 
higher than the 25 percent expected by chance. Such a result 
suggests that abnormal states may increase ESP. 
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Ganzfeld results reported here (page 135), expected hit rate of 25% 


There have also been some experiments suggesting ESP works 
more powerfully in dreams. The idea that ESP may be much 
higher for people in a hypnotic trance is consistent with such 
results, and more efforts should be done to test such an idea. 


On pages 261-262 Flammarion discusses an ESP experiment he 
performed himself with a person who has famed as a mind 
reader. He states the following: 


I willed that Ninof should go and take a photograph, which 
was lying by the side of several others at the end of the salon, 
and then carry it to a gentleman whom I did not know, and 
whom I selected simply as being the sixth person seated among 
thirty spectators. This mental order was executed exactly, and 
without hesitation. 


On page 266 Flammarion quotes a letter from a man talking 
about his wife. The man stated, “Very often one of us gives 
verbal expression to an opinion or an idea exactly at the same 
moment when the other was about to express it in the same 
terms.” On page 269 and 270 and 275 and page 266-267 
Flammarion quotes five examples of what seems to be a rather 
common event: someone experiencing a strange feeling of fear 
or dread at the same time as their parent or child or spouse 
unexpectedly experienced danger or injury or death at a distant 
location. In several of these cases the person struck by the 
feeling was compelled to rush home in the middle of the day, 
even though his plan for the day was to work or travel away 
from home. 


On page 271 Flammarion quotes a doctor who said that he was 
suddenly struck by the feeling that a particular one of his 
patients would soon appear. He went to his window, and a few 
minutes later exactly that patient arrived. On pages 278-279 
Flammarion quotes a remarkable story of a man who suffered a 
toothache at night. Unable to sleep, he spent hours in bed 
thinking both of the dentist he must see after sleeping, and an 
article he was planning to write about surgical treatment of 
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stomach cancer. The following day the dentist told the patient 

that he had repeatedly dreamed of him the previous night, and 
had dreamed that he had stomach cancer, and that the patient 
was going to perform surgery to cure him. 


On page 293 Flammarion tells the astonishing tale of a young 
boy named Ludovic, who seemed to be able to instantly solve 
almost any problem that was read from a book by his mother. 
For example, one problem stated the diameter of the earth in 
kilometers, and the distance (in earth diameters) from the sun 
to the moon, and then asked: what is the distance from the 
earth to the sun in leagues? (A league is 5556 meters.) The boy 
was able to instantly answer correctly when this question and 
many equally difficult questions were asked. It was for a while 
suspected that the boy was some super-genius, but after a while 
it became rather clear that the boy was reading the mind of his 
mother, who had before her in print the answers to all the hard 
questions he was being asked. The story reminds of the two 
cases described here, in which modern children seemed to be 
able to read well the minds of one of their parents. 
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A page from Flammarion's book, giving the results of ESP tests 


Another book containing accounts of ESP is the book 
Phantasms of the Living by Gurney, Myers and Podmore. The 
book is mainly accounts of apparition sightings, but it also 
discusses many examples of ESP. For example, on page 246 of 
Volume I of the book, we hear an account by Charles Curtis, 
who reported that a young girl suddenly said, "Davie's 
drowned." It was soon found out that Davie had indeed 
drowned at about the same time, at a location 40 miles away. 
On page 259 we hear a similar account of someone who 
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declared that someone had died, with the news soon arriving 
that exactly the same person had died far away at the same 
time. On page 260 we have another case of a person who stated 
that her brother was drowning far away, only to receive word on 
the same day that the brother had drowned at about the same 
time as the sister made the unusual claim. 


I have several times experienced incidents very strongly 
indicating ESP. When I was young I once did a test with my 
sister, in which a person would think of an object somewhere in 
the house, and the other person would try to guess that object. 
The guessing person could only ask questions with a "yes" or 
"no" answer, and as soon as there was a single "no" answer a 
round was considered a failure. Including the basement, the 
house had four floors. There were at least ten consecutive 
successful rounds in which all the answers were "yes," with the 
correct object being guessed. This involved roughly 50 or 60 
consecutive questions in which every single question was 
answered "yes." After each round the guesser was switched, so 
it couldn't have just been a case of my sister always saying, 
"yes." The odds of something like this occurring by chance are 
less than 1 in a quintillion. After we were scolded by an older 
sister for being enthusiastic about the result, we never retried 
the experiment. 


In another case my daughter was leaving to go outside, and I 
thought of saying to her, "see you later, alligator," a phrase I can 
never recall speaking to her previously. But I decided not to say 
that, thinking she might be offended by being called an 
alligator. So I simply said, "see you later" in a normal voice. My 
daughter immediately replied by saying, "see you later, 
alligator," an expression I had never heard her use before. 


Several years ago I was at the Queens Zoo in New York City with 
my two daughters when they were teenagers. We were looking 
at a feline animal called a puma, which we could see distantly, 
far behind a plastic barrier. Suddenly (oddly enough) I had a 
recollection of a zoo visit I had experienced about ten years 
earlier, when I saw a gorilla just behind a plastic barrier, at the 
zoo at Busch Gardens in Florida. About three seconds later 
(before I said anything), my younger daughter said, “Do you 
remember that gorilla we saw close-up in Busch Gardens?” I 
was flabbergasted. It was as if there was telepathy going on. The 
incident seems all the more amazing when you consider that 
teenagers live very much in the present or the near future, and 
virtually never talk about not-very-dramatic things that 
happened 10 years ago. There was nothing in our field of view 
that might have caused both of us to have that recollection at 
the same time. On that zoo visit we hadn't seen a gorilla, nor 
had we seen any animal near a plastic barrier. 
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Speaking of telepathy or ESP, Flammarion states on page 304, 
“The action of one human being on another, from a distance, is 
a scientific fact; it is as certain as the existence of Paris, of 
Napoleon, of oxygen or of Sirius.” On page 309 he emphatically 
ends his chapter (which gave many examples of evidence for 
ESP) by saying this: “What is certain is: THAT TELEPATHY 
CAN AND OUGHT TO BE HENCEFORTH CONSIDERED BY 


SCIENCES AS AN INCONTESTABLE REALITY.” 


Postscript: Below is an astonishing case told by Flammarion 
on page 11-12 of his book Death and Its Mystery: 


On June 27, 1894, at about nine o'clock in the morning. 

Dr. Qallet, then a student of medicine in Lyons, was study- 

ing in his room, in company with a fellow-student, Dr. Varay, 
for the first examination for the degree of doctor, and was 
very much absorbed in his work, when he was irresistibly 
distracted from it by a sentence that obsessed him, the 
repetition, in his inner consciousness, of the words, "Monsieur 
Casimir Perier was elected Pnesident of the republic by four 
hundred and fifty-one votes." The student wrote this sentence 
upon a sheet of paper which he handed to his companion, 
complaining of the obsession. Yaray read it, shrugged his 
shoulders, and when his 

friend insisted that he believed it to be a real premonition, 
asked him, harshly enough, to let him work undisturbed...That 
day the election was held at Versailles, at two o'clock. 
Presently, while the students from Lyons were 

refreshing themselves upon the terrace of a cafe, newsboys 
passed, and shouted: "Monsieur Casimir Perier elected 
President of the republic by four hundred and fifty-one votes!" 
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